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What does it really
mean to be human?
Do we just exist? Or
were we created for
a special purpose?
What makes us

Why Did God
Create Mankind?

he U.S. librarian of Congress emeritus, Daniel
J. Boorgtin, recently observed: “Throughout his-
tory the human race has sought answers to the
fundamental questions of life: Who are we and
why are we here?’

These are vita questions every man and woman should
ask. We should add some others: What is man? Why do
we exist? What is our destiny? Why were we created?

From adtrictly physical stand-
point, people are but physiologica
and chemica phenomena. That is,
we are made of matter—out of “the
dust of the ground,” asthe Bible
putsit.

But what does it redly mean to
be human? Do we just exist for a
short time and then disappesar for-
ever? Or were we created for a spe-
cid purpose? What sets us apart
from the animal world? What makes
us different from any of the other
living crestures?

Direct, unvarnished hiblical
answers to these questions will pro-
vide us with an accurate understand-
ing of our human destiny and shed
some serioudy needed light on the
mystery of our existence.

SOMETHING MORE
TO MAN?

different from any Biologically, we begin with man
Of the other lim'ng as aliving organism. Our composi-

2 tion is chemica. We have a skeletal
creatures:
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framework, various kinds of tissue,
anervous system, internal organs, outer layers of skin—
al making us human in aphysical and material sense.

But is there more to man than meets the eye? Is there
something unique about our makeup and nature? Is there
something that transcends the purely physical and mater-
id realm, something that suggests that a great purpose
and dignity areintegral to our existence?

What makes us behave like we do? Why do we expe-
rience moral sufferings and craving for the unknown?
Why do we push on to grester and gregter heights of dis-
covery in just about every field and discipline? Why do
we seek knowledge for its own sake? Why do we have
this human intellect that drives us on to more and more
accomplishment in the material world?

Academic studies of the origins of humanity have
proved to be among the most difficult of al sciences.
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Significantly, in his recent book, Darwin’s Black Box, bio-
chemist Michael Behe convincingly demongtrates, from
scientific evidence, the utter impossibility of life having
evolved from inert matter.

The commonly accepted theory of evolution cannot
explain why we pursueintangibleslike beauty and higher
spiritud yearnings. Our minds are far too complex to have
arisen passively or accidentdly. The Bible unequivocaly
tellsusthat God created man. (To learn more, besureto
request your free copy of the booklet Life' s UItimate
Question: Does God Exist?)

We are in serious need of much better knowledge of
ourselves. Our sdf-ignorance is staggering, particularly
in the arena of moral and spiritual responsibility and pur-
pose. We seem to know so much more about the inani-
mate, about the earth’s flora and fauna and even the nature
of heavenly bodies. Yet immense regions of our humanity
remain adark mystery.

World conditions are frightening and all too often
redl out of control. The chief culprit is man himself. We
urgently need to seek the root causes of our mord and
intellectua shortcomings. If only we would turn our nat-
ural curiosity from its present exclusively materialistic
path to include the much more profitable spiritual direc-
tion missing in our world, our future would cease to be
S0 uncertain.

Man desperately needs knowledge from a source out-
Sde of himsdf—not only regarding the physical and mate-
rid, but in the mental and especidly in the spiritua sphere.

THE LIMITATIONS OF SCIENCE

Our modern civilization isill-suited to meet the deep-
seated spiritual needs of itsinhabitants. Science, limited

We seem to know so much more about
the inanimate, about the earth’s flora
and fauna and even the nature of
heavenly bodies. Yet immense regions
of our humanity remain a dark mystery.
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to the observable—the measurable—simply cannot
provide us with all we need to know about ourselves.
Philosophical speculations are woefully inadequate sub-
dtitutes for divinely revealed knowledge. Adding to our
difficulty in correctly understanding ourselvesis the spir-
itual deception, described in Revelation 12:9, that affects
the whole world.

What is 0 little understood today is that our minds are
subject to spiritual laws that are as inexorable as the phys-
ical laws scientists have discovered. Although we cannot
see gravity, none of us doubtsits existence. Just as gravity
affects and governs the actions of al physica objects,
so do spiritual laws affect and govern our actions and
behavior. We cannot transgress God's spiritual and moral
laws without incurring serious pendties.

The scientific method
has other limitations.
Quadlities that have nei-
ther weight nor spatia
dimensions—such as
love, vanity, hatred, the
gppreciation of beavity,
the ingpiration of a poet
or even the aspirations
of a scientis—cannot be
scientifically ascertained.

Though science can
and does contribute
knowledge to the mys-
tery of man, only God
can tell uswho we are,
why we are and what is
our destiny. HisWord,
the Bible, fillsin the
missing dimensionin
human knowledge.

Our modern civili-
zation is ill-suited

to meet the deep- God'sWord views
seated spiritual needs M aawhole Man
smply cannot be sepa-

of its inhabitants. rated into distinct parts,

divorced from each other. Just as we would cease to exist
if our organs were isolated one from another, so would we
be less than human if our spiritua qualities were not pre-
sent. It isto the whole man (or woman) that we must
focus our intellectua energies. Above dl, the spiritua
aspect must not be laid aside and ignored.

Asthelate Norman Cousins wrote in his book Human
Options: “That something that congtitutes human unique-
ness cannot adequately be expressed by any single term.
Even man's ‘ spirit’ and * capacity for faith” are not the sum
total of that uniqueness”

Many factors set us apart from the animal kingdom:
our speech, our vision or conceptualization, our aware-
ness of past, present and future, our capacity for reason,
our superior number recognition, our bodies and much
more. There is, however, an even more important overal
factor—characterized by wholeness and completeness—
our need to understand.

R.J. Berry, in hisbook God and Evolution, put hisfin-
ger on an important distinguishing characteritic, one that
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World conditions are truly frightening and all too
often reel out of control. The chief culprit is man
himself. We urgently need to seek the root causes
of our moral and intellectual shortcomings.

includes and transcends al others. “The key factor in
understanding our nature as taught in the Bibleisto
examine the meaning of the image of God which distin-
guishes us from the other animals’ (emphasis added
throughout).

MAN IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

The book of Genesistellsusthat God created man in
His own image, forming man from the dust of the earth
and breathing into his nogtrils the breath of life (Genesis
1:26-27; 2:7). Thefact that God made man in hisimage
and likeness delineates the most fundamental difference
between humans and other creatures. All other distin-
guishing characteristics between man and the animal
world fal within its broad spectrum.

Theimage of God imparts speciad meaning, harmony,
intelligence and design to human life. To be human is
to be created in the image of God. Thisisthe certain
testimony of the Bible!

Three scriptures in the book of Genesis refer to our
being created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27; 9:6).
Aswe will see, they show that the “image of God” is of
crucia importance to the grand purpose of humanity on
planet earth. They are not just statements of historica
fact; they point directly to mankind's awesome destiny.

We begin our forma study with an overview of this
intriguing subject.

What doesthefirgt chapter of Genessteach us about
theimage of God?

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness; let them have dominion
over thefish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and
ove thecattle over all theearth ..’ (Genesis 1.26).

Man stands apart from al other living creatures
because of his relationship to God. The flora and fauna
hed aready been created when God brought man onto
the scene. Man was the crown of the physical creation
and was designed to rule over it. Of al that God created,
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only man was made in God's image and likeness.

The Hebrew Scriptures do not precisely explain whet is
meant by the image and likeness of God. The Cambridge
Bible for Schools and Colleges says of the words image

According to the Genesis account, God made
man in His image and likeness. This is the
most fundamental difference between
humans and other creatures.
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and likeness: “*Image’ suggests reproduction in form and
substance, physical or spiritud: and ‘likeness' givesthe
idea of resemblance and outward sSimilarity.”

Man, of course, by no means possesses al the powers,
characterigtics and attributes of the great Creator God.
Nevertheless, we have been created as much asis
physicaly possible in God's own image and likeness.

Throughout the Bible the relationship of God to man
is represented asthat of afather to his children. And chil-
dren usually have a strong resemblance to their parents.
The author of Hebrews explains our relationship to God:
“For both He who sanctifies[Christ] and those who are
being sanctified [Chrigtiang] are al of one [Father], for
which reason He [Chrigt] is hot ashamed to call them
brethren, saying: ‘I will declare Your nameto My
brethren; in the midst of the assembly | will sing praiseto
You. And again: ‘I will put My trust in Him.” And again:
‘Here am | and the children whom God has given Me'™”
(Hebrews 2:11-13).

The verses quoted above also express and envision
God's remarkable purpose for humankind. The message
of the Bible shows that God created man with amind
capable of communicating with God and thinking like He
thinks. And God wants us to be even more like Him—
both in character and, ultimately, in composition. Our des-
tiny isto be like Jesus Christ now is asthe glorified Son
of God (1 John 3:2).

Areboth sexesincluded in God'sgrand purpose for
humankind?

“ S0 God created man in His own image; the image
of God He created him; male and female He created
them” (Genesis 1:27; compare 5:1-2).
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In verse 27 the Hebrew word for “man,” etadam
(including the accusative particle et), is a collective noun
meaning humanity or the race as awhole—not just the
proper name of Adam, who was the first man (1 Corin-
thians 15:45; 1 Chronicles 1:1). So the image of God
applies both individually and collectively. Each person,
male and female, is made in God'simage, asisthe
human race as awhole.

Isthisweighty account in Genesis 1 repeated at a key
juncturein early human history?

“Thisisthe book of the genealogy [ generations, KJV]
of Adam. In the day that God created man, He made
himin the likeness of God. He created them male and
femele, and blessed them and called them Mankind in
the day that they were created” (Genesis5:1-2).

After the original description of the creation of mankind in
the Garden of Eden, we are again reminded of our unique-
ness at the beginning of anew epoch in human history.

Are human beings once again told of their creation in
the Bible sfirst book?

“Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man shall hisblood
be shed; for in the image of God He made man”
(Genesis 9:6).

A person cregted in God'simage is o precious in our
Crestor's Sight that anyone who would deliberately
and malicioudy take another’s life could himself be
facing the death pendty from his peers. Thisfina
reminder in Genesisis positioned just after the time of
Noah's flood—another benchmark in higtory. All three
accounts of this
essentia theme

in the human story
of God's crestion

of usin Hisown
image appear in the
immediate context
of human repro-
duction. Two
appear directly
before acommand
“to be fruitful and
multiply,” and the
third appearsat the |
head of the first
genedlogica
record. This repro-
ductive relationship
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image and likenessin connection with the normal
reproduction of a human being?

“ And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and
begot a son in his own likeness, after hisimage, and
named him Seth” (Genesis 5:3).

The Bible interprets the Bible. The context (verses 1-2)
mentions God making men and women in His own like-
ness. Does this passage give us an important indication as
to what our Creator intends by the expression “the image
of God’? Just as our Creator made humansin Hisimage
and likeness (Genesis 1:26-27), so did Adam have a son,
Seth, who wasin Adam’simage and likeness (the same
Hebrew words are used in both passages). As The
Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible observes: “Man’s
resemblance to God is andogous to Seth’s resemblance
to hisfather Adam. This makesit certain that physica
resemblance must not be excluded” (p. 683).

In other words, just as children resemble their human
parents, so do al humans resemble our Creator. Although
God is spirit (John 4:24) rather than aphysica being, dl
humans bear a physica resemblance to Him. He actualy
showed Moses His back in His glorified form (Exodus
33:18-23). In regard to such physical resemblance, it is
noteworthy that Jesus Christ appeared in human form and
shape to His disciples after the resurrection. In the Trans-
figuration account (Matthew 17:1-9), Jesus aso appeared
in the same glorified form to Peter, James and John.

When God appeared in vison to the biblical prophets
they described Him in human form. Certainly man has
been physically designed to be as much like God asit is
possible for aphysica being to be made in theimage and
likeness of the awesome spirit being that God is. In this
lesson we will dso discover that there are other wayswe
humans are intended to become like our Cregtor, and why.

WHAT IS MAN?

What is man? Few today have an adequate answer
to this enormoudy significant question.

In the Hebrew Scriptures the question “What is man?”’
is asked twice. David's reflections in Psalm 8 are widely
known and are quoted in the New Testament book of
Hebrews. In contrast, the passage in Job 7 israrely
remembered. But both are worthy of careful considera-
tion. (They are specificaly addressed in the last section
of thislesson, “God's Great Purpose for Man.”)

But how do we define humanity? What is a human
being? These questions have exercised the minds of
philosophers from time immemorid. But in thislesson
we are concerned with what God'sWord reveds about
the nature of people.

What does God reveal about man?

“ And the Lorp God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nogtrils the breath of
life; and man became a living being [soul, KJV]”
(Genesis 2:7).

“Behold all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as
well asthe soul of the son is Mine; the soul who sins
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shall die’ (Ezekie 18:4; compare verse 20).

Genesis 1 tells us that man was made in the image of
God (verses 26-27). Then chapter 2 reveals alittle more
detail about the specifics of that creation. God created
man out of matter, “the dust of the ground.” The Bible
nowhere reveals him to either be or to possess an
“immorta soul.” All such ideas representing man as

Scripture tells us plainly that the soul is something
that can die or be destroyed. It is not immortal!

possessing immortality in his being are nonbiblical
concepts originating from distinctly nonbiblical sources.

Scripture tells us plainly that the soul is something that
can die or be destroyed. It is not immorta! Jesus said not
to fear “those that kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
But rather fear Him [God] who is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). (For amore
complete explanation of this crucid topic, please request
our free booklet What Happens After Death?)

Though man clearly does not possess an immortal
soul, isthere an important nonphysical component
of man’s being?
“ But thereisa spirit in man, and the breath of the
Almighty gives him understanding” (Job 32:8).

Apparently this“spirit in man” adds that essential non-
physical ingredient that gives humans their innate capac-
ity to learn and understand on alevel vastly superior to
animals. Paul indicates it imparts the ability to know “the
things of aman” (1 Corinthians 2:11).

What happensto the spirit in man when one dies?

“Then the dust will return to the earth asiit was,
and the spirit will return to God who gave it”
(Ecclesiastes 12:7).

Isthisspirit in man conscious apart from theman’s
brain and body?

“ For the living know that they will die; but the dead
know nothing” (Ecclesastes 9:5).

“For in death there is no remembrance of You
[God]” (Psalm 6:5).

Many versesin the Bible show us that the state of
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desth is compared to human deep (Danidl 12:2, Luke
8:52; John 11:11-13; 1 Corinthians 15:19-20). The deed,
however, will be awakened to consciousness by Jesus
Chrigt at the time of the resurrection (John 5:28-29; 6:39).

WAS JESUS CHRIST TRULY A MAN?

Because of the crucia role Jesus playsin the destiny
of mankind, it is essentia that we understand His
humanity. On several occasions Jesus of Nazareth is
plainly called a man. Unlike the English language, the
Greek tongue has two terms for man. One is anthropos,
which merely means a man as representative of the
human species.

The second Gresk word, aner, means aman solely asa
male human. Both words are used to describe Jesus Chrigt.

Many years after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, how
did the apostle Paul refer to Him?

“ For thereis one God and one Mediator between
God and men, the Man [ Greek anthropos] Christ
Jesus’ (1 Timothy 2:5).

Any understanding of Jesus Christ’s role and purpose
must be based on this historic fact. Jesus manhood was
full and complete (Philippians 2:5-8) in the sense that He
lived alife as a physica human being—He became hun-
gry and ate, got tired and rested and walked and talked
just like any other man. (The book of Hebrews fully
attests to Chrigt’s existence as a human being. It would be
well worth your time to read and meditate on the book of
Hebrews from this perspective.)

Asaman, Jesus had nothing in His appearance to dis-
tinguish Him from other men of Histime (Isaiah 53:2).
The essentia difference was in the realm of the spiritual.
Unlike any other member of the human species (Eccles-
agtes 7:20; Romans 3:23), Jesus Christ never sinned
(compare Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22). He carried out
His Father’s will perfectly!

What did Jesus accomplish during His short lifetime
on earth?

“Men of Isradl, hear these words. Jesus of Nazareth
[was] a Man [Greek aner] attested by God to you by
miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through
Himin your midst, as you yourselves also know”
(Acts 2:22).

Though Jesus was truly a man, aphysical human
being, yet He came forth from God. God was His Father
and the Holy Spirit the agent of procregation. He was
miraculoudly conceived and born of avirgin (Mary) of the
line of King David. Luke 3 contains His maternal gened-
ogy. Hislega genedlogy (through Joseph) isfound in the
first chapter of Matthew. Truly Jesus Chrigt is both the
Son of Man and the Son of God.

What was one of the biggest heresiesthat threatened
thefirst-century Church?

“. .. Every spirit that does not confess that Jesus
Chrigt has comein the flesh is not of God. And thisis
the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was
coming, and is now already in theworld” (1 John
4:3; compare 2 John 7).

Denying Jesus Christ’s humanity |eads people avay
from the truth of God. If He had not been truly human,
then His sacrifice for our sinswould be null and void. Yet
this same heresy that afflicted the early Church persists
even to this day, creating doubt and confusion asto Jesus
Chrigt’strue nature and role,

WHY THE SON OF MAN?

Jesus Christ is called “the Son of Man” more than
80 timesin the Bible. It was the term he most commonly
used in referring to Himself. Whether in Aramaic (which
Jesus spoke), Greek or Hebrew, the expression means an
ordinary man.

Glossary

Character: Spiritually defined as the ability to discern
God's right way from the wrong, and to voluntarily sur-
render one’s own will to do what is right in God's sight
and, with the promised supernatural help, to resist the
wrong even under pressure and temptation. God has
perfect, righteous character implicit in His very Being.

Heaven: The Bible speaks of three heavens: (1) the
atmosphere surrounding earth, that is, the sky (Acts 1:9-
11); (2) space, including our solar system and the observ-
able stars and galaxies (Genesis 1:14-18; Psalm 8:3); and (3)
the location of God's throne, from where He governs the
entire universe, called “the third heaven” (2 Corinthians
12:2). Solomon said: “God is in heaven and you are on
earth” (Ecclesiastes 5:2). In the Bible, the context usually
tells us which of the three “heavens” is being discussed.

Humankind: Humanity, mankind (men, women and
children with mind capacity), homo sapiens as a species
distinct from species of the animal kind.

Image: The word image is generally used throughout
the Bible in a literal sense to denote a physical or material
representation, whether in human or animal form. In a
theological sense, it denotes a relationship between man
and his Creator, God.

Image of God: This biblical expression encompasses
the purpose of God's creation of humankind. As explained
in this lesson, mankind was created for a special relation-
ship with God and with the potential of manifesting the
character and nature of God.

Likeness: Denotes similarity, resemblance, representa-
tion, etc.

Man: Biblically defined as especially created by God as
both male and female in His own image—a distinction not
accorded to the animal world. At creation man was given
free will, a capacity for rational thought patterns, and
dominion over the animals.

Science: Primarily the pursuit and study of physical and
material knowledge, particularly in a systematic and
organized manner, of spiritual matters.

Bible Study Course Lesson 3



This phrase “son of man” is used more than 90 times
in the book of the Hebrew prophet Ezekidl. 1t was God's
way of addressing Ezekidl. It isalso used in the Bible to
refer to any ordinary man, not always to a prophet or one
occupying aspecia postion.

Still, since “the Son of Man” is used in reference to our
Savior so many times, we should consider the spiritual
implications of this phrase.

In what connection did Chrigt often usethe phrase
“the Son of Man”?

“The Son of man is about to be betrayed into the
hands of men” (Matthew 17:22; compare 26:45;
Mark 9:31; 14:41).

Jesus Christ repeatedly referred to Himself as “the
Son of Man” in connection with His sufferings and
sacrificial death.

In what other important respect did Jesus usethis
term?

“ S0 Jesus said to them [the disciples], ‘ Assuredly

| say to you, that in the regeneration when the Son
of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have
followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israd’” (Matthew 19:28).

Christ also used the term “ Son of Man” when refer-
ring to His role as the coming ruler of humanity in the
Kingdom of God.

I sthisphrase connected to a special day?

“ And He [ Jesus] said to them, ‘ The Sabbath was
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. There-
fore the Son of Man isalso Lord of the Sabbath’”
(Mark 2:27-28; compare Matthew 12:8; Luke 6:5).

Christ is Creator (John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16-17,
Hebrews 1:2), and the Sabbath was instituted just after
man was made (Genesis 2:3). So the Son of Man had
the authority to give us spiritual instruction on how to
properly observe the seventh day with mercy and com-
passion. (If you would like more information about this
special day of God, please request our free booklet
nset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest.) The command
to observe the Sabbath day and keep it holy isthe
Fourth of the Ten Commandments.

What question did the Son of Man ask the disciples?

“When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Phi-
lippi, He asked His disciples, saying, ‘\Who do men
say that |, the Son of Man, an?” (Matthew 16:13).

They replied by recounting severa commonly held—
but erroneous—beliefs about Chrigt’s identity.

But what was Simon Peter’sunusual insgght?

“ And Smon Peter answered and said, ‘ You are the
Christ [the Messiah], the Son of the living God!
Jesus answered and said to him, ‘ Blessed are you,
Smon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not
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revealed thisto you, but My Father whoisin
heaven'” (Matthew 16:16-17).

Through the Father’s inspiration, Peter responded
by saying that Jesus Chrigt, the Son of Man, isaso the
Son of the living God. Though on occasion His gpostles
referred to Christ as the Son of God (Matthew 14:33; John
20:31; etc.), Herarely used thet term to describe Himsdlf.
Evidently He chose to deliberately emphasize that He
identifies with our plight—the sorrows and sufferings

i e |

Jesus Christ had the authority to give us spiri-
tual instruction on how to properly observe the
seventh day with mercy and compassion.

of mankind. The Hebrew prophet Isaiah cdlsHim “aMan
of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3).

JESUS CHRIST:
MAN AND THE IMAGE OF GOD

Does the apostle James confirm Genesis 1. 26?

“...Wthit [the tongue] we curse men, who have
been made in the similitude [likeness] of God”
(James 3:9).

Clearly, two passagesin Genesis (5:2 and 9:6) substan-
tiate the fact that men and women continued in the image
and likeness of God even after Sn had entered man's
world and greatly marred human character. Several mil-
lennialater Chrigt’s apostles confirmed this basic biblical
teaching: To be ahuman being is to have been created in
the image and likeness of God.

Thisis one good reason we should greatly value our
human rel ationships and how we ded with each other.
Slander, backbiting and maigning others contradict the
natural dignity of our avesome purposein life.

Did the apostle Paul also confirm this crucial truth?

“ For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since
he isthe image and glory of God; but woman isthe
glory of man” (1 Corinthians 11.7).

These two apostles, Paul and James, regffirm this
basic, fundamental biblical teaching. However, some

Why Did God Create Mankind?
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have supposed that this particular passage excludes
women from sharing in the image of God, which, if true,
would clearly contradict Genesis 1:26 and 5:2.

However, just afew verses later Paul showsthisis not
what he means. “For as woman came from man, even
50 the man aso comes through woman; but al things
[including Hisimage, reflecting His character] are from
God” (1 Corinthians 11:12). Apparently Paul is discussing
the Corinthian congregation’s seeming disregard for the
proper digtinction between the roles of men and women.

Through whom istheimage of God perfected in men
and women?

“ For since by man came death, by Man [ Christ] also
came the resurrection of the dead. For asin Adamall
die, even s0in Christ shall all be made alive”

(1 Corinthians 15:21-22).

“ The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the
second Man [ Chrigf] isthe Lord from heaven. Aswas
the man of dust, so also are those who are made of

We humans have clearly let ourselves down. We
have not lived up to our marvelous, godly potential.
Sin has marred the image of God in all people.

dust; and asis the heavenly Man, so also are those
who are heavenly. And as we have borne the image
of the man of dust, we shall aso bear the image of the
heavenly Man [Chridt]” (1 Corinthians 15:47-49).

We humans have clearly let ourselves down. We have
failed to grasp God's purpose for us. We have not lived
up to our marvelous, godly potentia. Sin has marred
the image of God in al people. But the restoration and
renewal of the spiritual likeness (character) of God
take place through Jesus Chrigt, in whose image we are
destined to finally and fully conform at the resurrection
of the just. Our fleshly bodies will then become
glorious spirit bodies (Philippians 3:20-21; see dso
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17).

IsChrigt alsoin theimage of God?

“But even if our gospel is veiled, it is velled to those
who are perishing, whose mind the god of this age
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has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who istheimage of
God, should shine on them” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

“He[God the Father] has delivered us from the
power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom
of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He
[Chrid] istheimage of the invisble God, the first-
born over all creation” (Colossans 1:13-15).

Though humans are made in theimage of God, it isthe
righteous and sinless Jesus Christ who justifies men and
women who have sinned and brought the death penalty
on themsdlves (Romans 6:23).

Paul tells us that we, “who once were dienated and
enemiesin your mind by wicked works, . . . [Christ] has
reconciled in the body of His flesh through degth, to pre-
sent [ug] holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His
sight—if indeed [we] continue in the faith, grounded and
seadfast” (Colossians 1:21-23). Though we have falen
far short of our potentia, Jesus Chris—who is much more
“the image of God’—provides away for usto be recon-
ciled to our Cregtor and attain that potentid, which isto
reflect the character of God in our lives (2 Peter 3:18).

Jesus Christ was the visible image of the invisible God.
Chrigt said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father”
(John 14:9). Through Christ we both see the Fether and
better grasp our purpose and potential.

Clearly, amgjor aspect of our god inlifeisto attain
God's character. Hebrews 1:3 explains that Jesus Christ
was “the brightness of [God's] glory and the expressimage
of Hisperson . . ” Inthisverseimage istrandated from
the Greek word charakter. Thisword means “atool for
[en]graving . .. ‘astamp’ or ‘impress’ ason acoin or sed,
in which case the sed or die which makes an impresson
bearsthe ‘image’ produced by it, and, vice versa, dl the
features of the ‘image’ correspond respectively with those
of theinstrument producing it” (Mne's Expository
Dictionary of Old and New Testarment \\ords, “1mage’).

Jesus Christ was truly the exact image of God the
Father. The Revised Standard Version trand ates Hebrews
1:3: “Hereflects the glory of God and bears the very
stamp of Hisnature” Christ confirmed this when He said,
“He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

What isthe spiritual task of every Chrigtian?

“ And be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and
... put on the new man which was created accord-
ing to God, in true righteousness and holiness’
(Ephesians 4:23-24).

It is the new man (or new woman) who is spiritually
in the image of God. But none can accomplish this trans-
formation by himself (please request our free booklets
The Road to Eternal Life and Transforming Your Life:
The Process of Conversion). The image of God can
be renewed in human beings only through the living
presence of Jesus Christ in their lives.

The gpostle Paul wrote: “1 have been crucified with
Chrigt; it isno longer | who live, but Chrigt livesin me;
and the lifewhich | now livein the flesh | live by faith in



the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himsdlf for me”
(Gdlatians 2:20). This truly miraculous experience can be
accomplished only by and through God's Spirit.

What isour ultimate destiny in God and Christ?

“ For whom He [ God the Father] foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren”
(Romans 8:29).

Everlagting life in the Kingdom of God as part of
God'sfamily is our destiny. That iswhy we were made
in theimage of God in thefirgt place. True Chrigians are
destined to join the Father and the Son in that greet family
as " brethren” of Jesus Christ.

Gregt and abundant will be the rewards of the righteous!
But what will happen to the wicked who refuse to repent?

REWARD AND PUNISHMENT

Look a it from God's perspective. He has dready
determined to give dl human beings every possible
opportunity to choose life. What would you do with
a person who—whether willfully or through continual
neglect—rejects God's gracious offer of eternd life and
deliberately chooses the devil’s way? Would you give
such aperson eternd life in your kingdom, where he
could continue to harm others indefinitely? What option
would you choose?

Certainly some people picture God as a monster
who punishes failed human beings in hellfire for eter-
nity. Yet when we carefully and prayerfully examine
the relevant scriptural passages—coupled with an under-
standing of God's true purpose for mankind—that is
not the punishment of the wicked.

When will God reward those who love and obey Him?

“ But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping
for nothing in return; and your reward will be grest,
and you will be sons of the Most High. For Heis
kind to the unthankful and evil” (Luke 6:35).

“ But when you give a feadt, invite the poor, the
maimed, the lame, the blind. And you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you; for you shall be
repaid [rewarded] at the resurrection of the just”
(Luke 14:13-14).

IsGod also a God of jugticein the sensethat He will
punish those who deliberately refuse to repent of their
wickedness and wrongdoing?

“ Then Hewill say to those on hisleft hand,  Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the everlagting fire pre-
pared for the devil and hisangels” (Matthew 25:41).

“ And these will go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life” (verse 46).

The wicked suffer everlasting punishment in the sense
that they are forever cut off from God and life itsdlf, but
He does not inflict them with eternal torment. Never forget
that the wages of sinisdeath, but the gift of God is eternd
life (Romans 6:23). Life and desth are opposites, not two

Photos © 2000 PhotoDisc, Inc.

ways of saying the same thing. Death means the albsence
of life, not eternd life in another place

Thefina book of the Bible prophesies of evil human
beings being cast into the lake of fire. “ Then the beast was
captured, and with him the false prophet who worked
sgnsin hispresence. . . These two were cast divein the
lake of fire burning with brimstone” (Revelation 19:20).
What happensto physical human beings who are thrown
dive into amassive cauldron of fire? They burn up and are
completely consumed.

The Bible shows
that a consuming fireis
the ultimate fate of the
wicked (Malachi 4:3).
In fact, God has used
just such a conflagra-
tion as an eterna
example of the fate of
those who refuse to
repent of their wicked-
ness. Jude explains:
“... Sodom and
Gomorrah, . . . having
given themselves over
to sexual immordlity
and gone after srange
flesh, are set forth asan
example, suffering the vengeance of eternd fire” (Jude 7).

Although they are figuratively described as suffering
“the vengeance of eternal fire,” the inhabitants of Sodom
and Gomorrah are not still burning. On the contrary,
they are promised an opportunity to yet obtain eternd life
(Matthew 10:14-15; 11:23-24) in the resurrection to
judgment described in Revelation 20 and Ezekiel 37.
(For more information about these little-understood bibli-
cal truths, please request your free copies of the booklets
Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?
and God's Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for
All Mankind.)

Abovedl, God isaGod of mercy. Read Psalm 136.
He takes no pleasurein the degth of the wicked and often
delays His judgments in the hope of repentance. Asthe
gpogtle Peter explains: “The Lord is not dack concerning
His promise, as some count dackness, but islongsuffering
towards us, not willing that any should perish but all
should come to repentance”’ (2 Peter 3:9).

In principle, the apostle Paul expresses the same
godly hope. “For thisis good and acceptable in the sight
of God our Savior, who desires all men [all people] to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth”

(1 Timothy 2:3-4).

It isthe eternd purpose of the living God to bring us

into His family!

IS HEAVEN THE REWARD
OF THE SAVED?
But where will the family of God reside? What will

its members be doing? Is there any biblical basisfor
the common idea that they will be playing harps

It is “the new man” (or “new
woman”) who is spiritually in
the image of God and can then
do His good works in his life.

Why Did God Create Mankind? 9
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somewhere in heaven for eternity?

What did Jesus say about thereward of the righteous?

“In My Father’s house are many [rooms]; if it were
not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place
for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you,

| will come again and receive you to Mysdif; that
where | am, there you may be also” (John 14:2-3).

The crucial question iswhere will Christ be? Severa

scriptural passages clearly show that Jesus will return here

to earth and rule the nations with His saints (compare
Revedion 19; 20:1-6).

Where will therighteousrule?

“You [Jesus Chrigt] are worthy to take the scroll, and
to open its seals; for You were dain, and have
redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe
and tongue and people and nation, and have made
us kings and prieststo our God; and we shdl reign
on the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10).

How to Learn More From This Bible-Study Course

How can you get the most benefit from this Bible
Study Course? Here are some useful tips you can use to
significantly expand the knowledge and understanding
you gain from your study of these Bible lessons.

¢ If you do not have a Bible, we suggest that you buy
one soon so you can check all the biblical references in
each lesson and study on your own. We recommend the
New King James Version as a first translation. In case you
choose to buy a used Bible, the older King James Version
is usually more readily available in used-book stores.

¢ You will greatly benefit from looking up in your
own Bible every scriptural reference. This is important!
Only then can you be certain that your understanding
comes specifically from Scripture. Our goal in this course
is to assist you in learning and correctly applying the
truths of the Bible. The greatest benefit comes from
reading the Scriptures directly from your own Bible.

¢ Many thousands of students of the Bible have
found that writing out or typing each scripture has
increased their comprehension and doubled or tripled
what they remember. Reproducing each scripture forces
you to look at and carefully consider every word.

¢ \We suggest that you also acquire and learn to use
an exhaustive Bible concordance. A concordance
enables you to find every verse in the Bible in which a
particular word is used. With this tool you can search the
Bible for verses containing words relevant to your per-
sonal study. Most exhaustive concordances also contain
an abbreviated lexicon (dictionary) of Hebrew, Aramaic
and Greek words to help you better understand their
original meaning. Concordances are available for the
most popular Bible versions.

¢ If possible, use various translations of the Bible in
your study. Since English has changed considerably since
the King James Version was first published in 1611,
many Bible students find that a more-modern transla-
tion greatly helps their study and comprehension. Here
are some strengths and weakness of the three major
types of translations.

In some translations, like the King James and
the New King James versions, the translators do their
best to render every word in the original language into
its equivalent or close equivalent in English. This can
sometimes make the meaning difficult to grasp in our
own language. Yet the Hebrew or Greek text is
reflected rather accurately. These are known as literal,
or word-for-word, translations. These are the best

translations to use when accuracy is vital.

In other translations, such as the New International
Version, the translators have attempted to correctly ren-
der the thought or meaning of each sentence as close to
the thought of the original as possible. These are gen-
erally called literary or thought-for-thought transla-
tions. This approach makes the meaning considerably
easier to grasp, providing the translators’ own under-
standing is accurate. The risk, however, in this type of
translation lies in the understanding of the translators.
Errors are introduced if the translators' perception of
the original meaning is flawed.

Last, and least reliable, are the paraphrased versions
of the Bible. In these versions the translators simply tell,
in their own words, what they think the original author
meant. They can be useful, but only if the translators
have clearly and accurately understood the original text.
These loose translations are far more prone to contain
major misinterpretations of the Scriptures than the
other two types. For that reason we should never use
them to establish what the Bible teaches. But, occasion-
ally, they can be helpful in making hard-to-understand
language more comprehensible.

¢ Occasionally we will recommend additional read-
ing material you may obtain from a library or book-
store. For this lesson we recommend the book Darwin’s
Black Box, by Lehigh University (Pennsylvania) bio-
chemist Michael Behe (The Free Press, New York, NY,
1996). Dr. Behe thoroughly explains a fundamental sci-
entific impossibility in the widely accepted theory of
evolution. His book is especially valuable for those who
desire scientific confirmation that life on our planet
was created rather than evolved from inanimate mat-
ter. It convincingly demonstrates, from strictly scientific
evidence, that life cannot spontaneously evolve.

* \We also sometimes recommend booklets or other
items of literature you can obtain directly from the United
Church of God, an International Association. \We recom-
mend that you request and carefully study each of them.
They address specific aspects of these lessons in much
greater depth. This literature is available free for the ask-
ing from our Web site (www.gnmagazine.org) or by con-
tacting any of our offices on the back page of this lesson.
We hope you will request your free copies of this liter-
ature. If you have any questions about material covered
in these lessons, please contact our office nearest you.
We look forward to serving you.

Bible Study Course Lesson 3




Therighteous saints will assist Jesus Chrigt in reigning
over the nations during His millennia rule. As a specific
example, the Bible states that the 12 apostles will reign
over the descendants of the 12 tribes of Isragl (Luke
22:28-30; compare Matthew 19:28). Scripture even
reveals that King David will preside over the reunited
tribes of |srael (Ezekidl 37:21-25). Others will oversee the
adminigtration of severd cities (Luke 19:16-19). Thisisa
sorely neglected biblica truth.

What did the apostle Paul say about the future
activities of those who receive everlasting life?

“ Do you not know that the saints will judge the
world? And if the world will be judged by you,
are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters?”
(1 Corinthians 6:2).

What does Jesus Chrigt, through the apostle John,
plainly state in the book of Revelation on this subject?

“ And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until
the end, to him | will give power over the nations’
(Revelation 2:26).

“To himwho overcomes | will grant to sit with Me
on My throne, as| also overcame and sat down with
My Father on Histhrone” (Revelation 3:21).

The gpostolic writings show that the true role of the res-
urrected saints ruling in the world of tomorrow was widely
taught and understood in the firgt-century Church. How-
ever, over the many centuries since, an gpostasy grew and
grew until today relatively few comprehend thismgjor bib-
lical teaching. The proclamation of these largely misunder-
stood Bible truths remains an important goa of the teach-
ings and publishing efforts of the United Church of God.

Simply moving from the earth to heaven is not the
promised reward of the saved. Assisting Jesus Chrigt in
ruling over the nations of this earth is! (For further under-
standing, please request our free booklets What Happens
After Death? and The Gospel of the Kingdom).

Will the righteous ever be with God the Father

Himsdlf?
“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud
voice from heaven saying, ‘ Behold, the tabernacle of
God iswith men, and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people, and God Himsdlf will be
with them and be their God” (Revelation 21:2-3).

God, our heavenly Fether, has promised ultimately to
make His headquarters on the new, or totally renovated,
earth (verse 1), dwelling forever with those who have
been transformed into spirit and glorified to live forever
with Him.

GOD THE FATHER

Who, then, isthe Father ?

“ And at that time Jesus answered and said, ‘| thank
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have
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hidden these things from the wise and prudent and
have revealed themto babes™” (Matthew 11:25).

God the Father is the supreme ruler of the whole uni-
verse. Everything in the heavens and the earth is subject
to His authority (1 Corinthians 15:27-28). He is spirit
(John 4:24) and possesses immortdity (1 Timothy 6:16).
Lifeisinherent within the Fether. (To learn more, please
request our free booklet Who Is God?)

He has absolutely perfect righteous character, and

The crucial question is where will Christ be?
Several scriptural passages clearly show that
Jesus will return here to earth and rule the
nations with His saints.

Jesus expresdy told us to become like Him. “ Therefore
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is
perfect,” said Christ (Matthew 5:48).

Further, God the Father is the source of every blessing.
A passage in Ephesians 1:3-10 makes this truth abun-
dantly clear. The Father isthe subject of these verses, and
they show how He is generoudly working out His eternal
plan for humankind. He has made known unto us “the
mystery of Hiswill, according to His good pleasure
which He purposed in Himsdlf” (verse 9). We suggest
that you study this whole passage carefully in one or
more modern trandations as well as the King James
or New King James version.

What one word describes the character of God the
Father perhapsbetter than any other?

“ And we have known and believed the love that God
has for us. God is love, and he who abidesin love
abidesin God, and God in hini" (1 John 4:16).

Loveisthe foundation of the character and law of God.
It isthe basis of everything that God has reveded to man-
kind in the Holy Scriptures (Matthew 22:35-40). Eventu-
aly God, through His power, will overcome evil, forever
banishing it from the coming holy city of God which will
come down to earth (Revelation 21:1-3, 27). Only those
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In exercising this kind of love,
we express the image of God
even though we are still human.

who have thiskind of godly love will remainin the
Father's presence.

Paul caled love the greatest Christian attribute (1 Corin-
thians 13:13). It isthefirg fruit of God's Spirit thet he
mentions (Gaatians 5:22). It isthe bond of perfection,
binding everything together in perfect harmony (Colos-
sians 3:14). Itisthe
fulfilling of the law
(Romans 13:10).

Thisword is used
in the Bible to sum
up the wonderful
character of the
Father. God islove.

But, lest we mis-
understand, we must
define our terms. In
some ingtances the
English languageis
not nearly as precise
asthe Greek. The
word loveisacasein
point. In English love encompasses at least severd attrib-
utes and fedlings. In some waysit is one of the most
abused words in the language. The Greek language, how-
ever, ismuch more specific. It uses a least four words for
love, dthough two are not used in Scripture.,

Eros encompasses sexua |love—the love that aman
and woman should enjoy within the marriage relationship.
Sorgeislimited in its meaning to the love of parentsfor
children (and vice versa) and the norma, familia love
of sblings for each other. Philiais used in the Bible and
describes warm and tender feelings between people. It
can include physical affection that is decent and appro-
priate. But the Bible uses none of these three words to
describe the Father.

Agape is the term the Bible uses to describe godly
love, the love of God. Agape generoudy embraces
concern for the one loved. It depicts unconquerable
benevolence and goodwill. It even encompasses love
for one's enemies.

God's nature and character are characterized by this
kind of love. We can receive this type of love only from
God Himsdlf and His Son, Jesus Christ. Upon repentance
we can begin to exhibit this kind of love through the Holy
Spirit. Our Chrigtian love must be patterned by agape.
Read Matthew 5:43-48. Here we learn that the Father
sends His rain on the just and the unjust, makes His sun
shine on both good and evil and iskind even to the
unthankful and evil.

We must learn to think as God thinks and do as He
does—to love as the Father loves. In exercising thiskind
of love, we express theimage of God (reflecting His
character), even though we are till human. But we hasten
to add that human beings cannot generate this type of love
of and by themselves. It emanates ultimately only from
God (Romans 5:5).

In what major way hasthe Father expressed thislove
(agape) for all people?

Bible Study Course Lesson 3

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believesin Him should
not perish but have everlagting life” (John 3:16).

From God's perspective, the world is not easy to love.
Certainly the Bible tells us not to love its evils (1 John
2:15-17). Living in the world, we are dl too aware of the
many human problems that afflict every continent, idand,
region, city and village. But the Father is guided by His
wondrous plan, not by the whims, foolish ideas and
pervasive sins of mankind.

The Father began to rescue humanity from itself by
sending His Son to earth. Jesus Himself said: “. . . I, if
| am lifted up from the earth, will draw al peoplesto
Mysdf” (John 12:32).

What isthe relationship between God and Jesus
Christ?

“ The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Chrigt, the Son
of God” (Mark 1:1).

“ All things have been delivered to Me by My Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor
does anyone know the Father except the Son.. . 7
(Matthew 11:27).

“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Chrigt .. ! (Colossians 1:3).

These passages describe a close family relationship.
So closeis Their relationship that Christ could say, “He
that has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). These
two Beings share a close and deep bond with each other
(John 10:15).

Perhaps more than any other apostle, John describes
the relationship that Jesus Christ enjoyed with His
Father. To gain amuch clearer understanding, please read
through the entire fourth Gospel and the first epistle of
John with that one-of-a-kind relationship firmly in mind.

What isthe motivating force that defines and guides
thisrdationship?

“ Therefore My Father loves Me, because | [ay down
My life that | may take it again . . . This command
| have received from My Father” (John 10:17-18).

“ But that the world may know that | love the Father,
and asthe Father gave Me commandment, so | do”
(John 14:31).

Theworld at large rarely equates love with obedience.
Yet Jesus expressed His love to the Father by obedience.
That same kind of loveisrequired of dl Chrigtians. Christ
said to His disciples, “If you love Me, keep My command-
ments” (John 15:10). Also John, the apostie of love,
wrote: “For thisisthe love of God, that we keep His
commandments. And His commandments are not
burdensome” (1 John 5:3).

In what miraculous way did the Father expresslove
to HisSon?

“ Now when they had fulfilled all that was written
concerning Him [ Jesus Chridt], they took Him down

© 2000 PhotoDisc, Inc.



from the tree and laid Himin a tomb. But God raised
Himfromthe dead” (Acts 13:29-30; compare
Romans 8:11; 10:9).

“...God...raised Himfromthe dead and gave
Himglory..” (1 Peter 1:21; compare Ephesians
1:20; 1 Corinthians 6:14).

“Paul [is] an apostle (not from men nor through

man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father

who raised Him fromthe dead)” (Galatians 1:1;

compare Colossians 2:12; 1 Corinthians 6:14;

15:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 1:10).

God the Fether raised His Son, Jesus Chrigt, from
the dead. Thisis clearly confirmed in many scriptures.
Remember, after our reconciliation to the Father through
the blood of Christ, we are saved by Hislife (Romans

5:10). The book of Hebrews shows that He regularly inter-

cedes with the Father on our behaf as our High Priest.

Who cameto reveal or unvell the Father to
humankind?

“Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son,

and the one to whom the Son willsto reveal Hint’
(Matthew 11:27; compare Luke 10:21-22).

One of the mgjor reasons that Jesus Christ camein
human flesh was to fully reved the Father to especidly
caled and chosen people (compare Acts 2:38-39).

Who isthe ultimate source of all biblical truth?

“ And the Jews marveled, saying, ‘How doesthis
Man know letters, having never studied?’ Jesus
answered them and said, ‘ My doctrineis not Mine,
but His [the Father’s] who sent Me'” (John 7:15).

“. .. | donothing of Mysdlf; but as My Father taught
Me, | speak these things’ (John 8:28; compare verse
26; 14:10).

Who initiates salvation?

“ No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent
Me draws him; and | will raise himup at the last day
[the resurrection]” (John 6:44; compare 6:65).

Although it is certainly true that we can be saved only

David: A Shepherd Learns From the Creation

Sitting on a hilltop, surrounded by sheep, the young
shepherd looked into the shimmering night heavens in
wonder. Later the boy would grow up and record some
of the private thoughts that came to him as he gazed
into the sparkling starlit skies: “When | consider Your
heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which You have ordained, what is man that You are
mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him?”
(Psalm 8:3-4).

The boy was David—the shepherd who became a
king and wrote many of the Psalms. What can we learn
from this shepherd boy's example?

David was fearless. He killed a bear, a lion and the
Philistine giant Goliath. Faithful David restored God's
honor before a fearful Israel and an arrogant heathen
nation. Revering God, he served paranoid, jealous King
Saul, who tried to kill him.

In God'’s honor David led Israel victorious through
many battles. His faithfulness moved heir-apparent
Prince Jonathan to help David ascend the throne in
his place.

Yet David was not immune to fleshly temptations. He
committed adultery with Bathsheba, then had her hus-
band, Uriah, killed. God publicly chastised David for his
sins, of which he deeply repented (Psalm 51).

God forgave David but informed him that his lack of
self-control would result in continual turmoil within his
own family. Later, David had to flee from his son’s
attempt to usurp his kingdom. The king mourned as a
true father when this rebellion cost the life of his son,
Absalom. Then, when David numbered his armies before
going to battle, God punished Israel for this faithless act.
This was King David, righteous acts, blemishes and all.

A key to David's success and close relationship to God
is found in Psalm 51. There we find the very heart of God

buried deep in the chest of a contrite sinner (Acts 13:22).
His humble attitude helped David to understand God's
purpose for mankind.

Awestruck by the magnificence of God’s creation,
David asked, “What is man that You are mindful of him,
and the son of man that You visit him?” (Psalm 8:4).

David knew that man was the
pinnacle of God's physical cre-
ation: “For You have made him
a little lower than the angels,
and You have crowned him
with glory and honor. You
have made him to have
dominion over the works of
Your hands; You have put all
things under his feet” (verses 5-
6; see also Genesis 1:26).

The book of Hebrews
records David's words,
then adds that we have ¢
not yet reached our awe-
some destiny: “For in that )

He [God] put all in subjection  David

under him [man], He left nothing that is not put under
him. But now we do not yet see all things put under
him” (Hebrews 2:6-8).

We then read that God, through Jesus Christ (verses 9-
11), will bring “many sons to glory” (verse 10). The time
is coming when we can truly be “crowned. . . with glory
and honor” (Psalm 8:5), when those faithful to God will
reign on earth as kings and priests to God (Revelation
5:10). The crown of glory and honor of which David
spoke is part of our destiny. Be sure to request our free
booklets What Is Your Destiny? and The Road to Eternal
Life to discover more about your awesome future!

lllustration by Michael Woodruff
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through the name of Jesus Christ and His actions on our
behalf (Acts4:12), it isaso true that God the Father
begins the savetion process. Even the origina disciples
were drawn by the Fether (John 17:6, 11). Jesus prayed
al night to Him for guidance before He chose the 12
(Luke 6:12-13).

Of whom hasthisworld always been largely
unawar €?

“ Then they said to him, “Where is your Father?’
Jesus answered, * You know neither Me nor My
Father. If you had
known Me, you would
have known My Father
also’” (John 8:19).

“ O righteous Father!
The world has not
known You, but | have

Humankind has been
blinded to the right knowl-
edge of God and His plan
for all of us—and the world il
suffers horribly as a result.  i%ia .

known You; and
these have known
Me that You sent
Me’ (John 17:25).

Thisiswhy the
gpostle Paul called
man’'s civilization
“this present evil
world” (Gdatians 1:4,
KV). Thisiswhy
“the whole world
lieth in wickedness’
(1 John 5:19, KJV).
Humankind has been
blinded to the right
knowledge of God
and His plan for dl of us—and the world suffers horribly
asaresult. A timeis coming, however, when “the knowl-
edge of the Lorp” will cover this earth “ asthe waters
cover the see’ (Isaiah 11:9; Habbakuk 2:14).

Towhom should we address our prayers?

“In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in
heaven; hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9).
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“ S0 he said to them, “When you pray, say: Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name'”
(Luke 11:2).

What is commonly called the Lord's Prayer isamoded,
or outling, prayer. Although it is certainly not wrong to
repest the prayer verbatim, a better practiceisto include
the elements Jesus Christ discussed in this outline in most
of our prayers rather than repeating the exact words (see
Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4). The Bible discourages
needless repetition in prayers (Matthew 6:7).

Did Jesus Chrigt follow theinstructions He gave to His
disciples?

“ Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyesto

heaven, and said: ‘ Fether, the hour iscome. . "

(John 17:1).

The 17th chapter of John records along prayer of
Jesus Christ. Several times during this prayer, Christ
showsthat He is directing His prayer
to His Father (John 17:5, 11, 21, 24-25).

IsGod the Father of Jesus Chrigt only?

“ Jesus said to her [Mary Magdaleng]
‘Do not cling to Me [touch me, KJV],
for | have not yet ascended to My
Father; but go to My brethren and say
to them, ‘1 amascending to My Father
and your Father, and to My God and
your God'” (John 20:17).

This important passage serves as afit-
ting introduction to the final section of
this lesson: the knowledge of the purpose
for human life. But, speaking of a Chris-
tian's time as a human, the gpostle Paul’s
fondest desire for Chrigtians was “that the God of our
Lord Jesus Chrigt, the Father of glory, may give to you the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him”
(Ephesans 1:17).

GOD'’S GREAT PURPOSE FOR MAN

God's ultimate purpose for mankind isinextricably
linked with the ancient question “What is man?’—the
question that King David and the patriarch Job posed
S0 many centuries ago.

In what general context did David ask, “What
isman?”

“When | consider Your heavens, the work of Your
fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have
ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him,
and the son of man that You visit him? For You have
made him a little lower than the angels, and You
have crowned himwith glory and honor. You have
made him to have dominion over the works of Your
hands. You have put all things under his feet”
(Psalm 8:3-6).

Under what circumstances did the patriarch Job ask
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the same question?

“Let me alone,
for my days are
but a breath.
What is man that
You should exalt
him, that You
should set Your
heart on him,
that You should
visthimevery |
morning, and

test him every

moment?’

(Job 7:16-18).

David was over-
whelmed by the
avesome magjesty
of God's purpose for
man and expressed
His thankfulnessin
grateful praiseto
His Cregtor. In con-
trast, suffering Job protested that man seems too tempo-
rary and insggnificant to justify God's perpetua concern
and asked God to leave him aonein his misery.

Yet both men pondered why God—having such
greater power and majesty—should take such a conspic-
uous interest in the human race. We need to understand
the sense of both scriptural passages so we can fully
comprehend the majesty and breadth of God's purpose.

What apostolic book quotes these words of King

David?
“What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son
of man that You take care of him? You have made him
alittle lower than the angels; You have crowned him
with glory and honor, and set him over the works of
Your hands. You have put all thingsin subjection
under hisfeet” (Hebrews 2:6-8).

Perhaps more than any other New Testament book, the
letter to the Hebrews helps us grasp the basic truths God
gave to mankind in what we cdl the Old Testament.

Doesthe book of Hebrews daborate on David’s poetic
wor ds?

“For in that He put all in subjection under him, He
left nothing that is not put under him. But now [in
this present age of man] we do not yet see all things
put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made

a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of
death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the
grace of God, might taste death for everyone’
(Hebrews 2:8-9).

In the Bible's first book, God gave man dominion
over His earthly creation—an awesome responsibility
that mankind has only partially fulfilled. The chaotic
state of the modern world bears witness to this redlity.
But the real fulfillment of this whole passage occurs at
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In the Bible’s first book, God gave man domin-
ion over His earthly creation—an awesome
responsibility that mankind has only partially
fulfilled. The chaotic state of the modern world

bears witness to this reality.

the time when Jesus Christ returnsto reign on earth. All
things will be placed under the feet of human beings
who will have been resurrected to immortality. We will
rule with God and Christ forever in the Kingdom and
family of God.

In this particular passage suffering is brought into the
picture. Jesus Chrigt suffered in the flesh so each one of
us could be apart of God's Kingdom. The suffering is
first, and the glory comes afterwards.

What was the unrealized purpose of Job's sufferings?

“ For it wasfitting for Him[Jesus], for whom are
all things and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sons to glory, to make the captain of their sal-
vation perfect through sufferings’ (Hebrews 2:10).

Thisiswhat the patriarch Job did not yet fully compre-
hend. But Jesus Chrigt is not the only one who had to suf-
fer. Though our sufferingsin no way can compare with
His, we must tread the same path. “If we suffer, we shdl
aso reign with him,” wrote Paul (2 Timothy 2:12, KJV).

Why Did God Create Mankind? 15
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Indeed, Christ set us an example of how to suffer with-
out complaint. “For to this you were called, because
Christ dso suffered for us, leaving us an example that
you should follow in His steps’ (1 Peter 2:21). Partidly
through suffering, God is creating in His children His
own divine nature and His holy and righteous character
(2 Peter 2:1-4). (The subject of suffering will be
covered in depth in Lesson 4.)

Those who become like Jesus Chrigt at the time
of the resurrection will be more than just spirit beings
smilar to Him. They will share the very nature of the
Father. God gives that godly nature to such people
when they receive the Holy Spirit, but over time they
must grow in grace and knowledge (2 Peter 3:18).

Savation in God's Kingdom is the ultimate purpose
of al our lives. It makes worthwhile the good times
and the sufferings we experience. Many will be brought
to eternal glory—possessing the awesome righteous
character of God Himsdlf.

Never underestimate the value of your life. You were
born to become one of God's children. You werebornto
receive His nature. You were born to become amember
of the very family of God!

To better understand the points covered in thisles-
son, be sureto request the following free booklets:

*What IsYour Destiny?

« Life'sUItimate Question: Does God Exist?

*Who IsGod?

» What Happens After Death?

» TheRoad to Eternal Life

* Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion.

* Heaven and Hell: What Doesthe Bible Really

Teach?

 God'sHoly Day Plan: The Promise of Hope

for All Mankind.

* Sunset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest.

* The Gospdl of the Kingdom.

For your free booklets, contact any of our offices
listed below or you can request or download them from
our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.

Points to Ponder

These questions are intended as a study aid, to
spur thought on the concepts discussed in the lesson
and help you apply them on a personal level. We
suggest you take the time to write out your answers
to these questions and compare them to the scrip-
tures given. Please feel free to write us with any com-
ments or suggestions, including questions about this
lesson or the rest of the course.

e \What is the basic, fundamental difference
between human beings and other creatures?
(Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7; 9:6).

e Does man have an immortal soul? What
happens to the soul that sins? (Ezekiel 18:4, 20;
Ecclesiastes 12:7).

e Some people do not believe that Jesus came
in the flesh. Did Jesus Christ become truly human?
(1 John 4:3; 1 Timothy 2:5; Isaiah 52:2).

e Have all human beings been created in the
image of God? (James 3:9). Was the man Jesus also
made in the image of God? (2 Corinthians 4:3-4;
Colossians 1:13-15).

o What are we ultimately destined to become?
(Romans 8:28) And whose glory will we have?
(Colossians 3:4).

e Many believe that heaven is the reward of the
saved. Where will the resurrected saints of God rule?
(Revelation 5:9-10).

o \What family relationship is typified by the rela-
tionship between God and Jesus Christ? (Mark 1:1;
Matthew 11:27; Colossians 1:3).

® Where did Jesus get the understanding and doc-
trine that He expressed to the people of His day?
(John 7:16).

e |s God the Father our Father also, or only the
Father of Jesus Christ? (John 20:17).

e As Christ was glorified, will each of us be
glorified, too, as we are made perfect through our
sufferings? (Hebrews 2:10).
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