God instructed the
Israelites in how they
were to capture Jericho,
a major obstacle to
them in their conquest
of the land. Seven
momentous days of the
Feast of Unleavened
Bread were to follow,
along with a spiritual
lesson for the ancient
Israelites and for us.

E x a n d

p

e d E

Jericho: The Lesson
of Not Coming Into Sin

Ancient Israel had to learn a painful, tragic lesson at Jericho.
What should Christians today learn from their experience?

by Mario Seiglie

he Bibleisrepletewith instructionsand

exhortations about coming out of sin. Equally

important, however, isthe concept of avoiding
sninthefirs place.

Jerichoisavivid casein point. The story of the
fal of that ancient city took place during the season
of the Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread that
marked the beginning of the |radlites’ inheritance
of the Promised Land.

After wandering 40 yearsin the wilderness, the
unfaithful and rebelliousfirst generation of |sragl-
ites had died off. Moses dso died, and God had
named Joshua as his successor. God then allowed
the second generation to enter Canaan and form
the beginnings of the kingdom of Isral.

Inthe spring the | sraglites came upon the plain
of Moab with the Jordan River in front of them. As
He had previoudy parted the Red Sea, God now
miraculoudly opened the Jordan, and they entered
the Promised Land. “The LorD your God dried up
thewaters of Jordan before you until you had
crossed over, asthe Lorp your God did to the Red
Sea, which Hedried up before us until we had
crossed ove, that dl the peoples of the earth may
know the hand of the Lorp, that it ismighty, that
you may fear the Lorbp your God forever” (Joshua
4:23-24, emphasisadded throughout).

A fresh start

Oncelgad passed into Canaen, God ingtructed
that the male | sradlites should be circumcised, Snce
the previous generation had not obeyed eventhesm-
ple command involving circumcison. God wasforg-
ing aholy netion, and itsmale resi dentswereto bear
thissgnthet they were God's specid treesureand an
obedient people (Genesis 17:11; Exodus 19:5).

Next, with the powerful fortress ity of Jericho
nearby, the |sraglites cel ebrated the Passover and
began keeping the seven-day Feast of Unleavened
Bread (Joshua 5:10-12). Oncethey entered the
Promised Land, they no longer needed the miracle
of the manna, and it ceased to appear on thisfirst
day of Unleavened Bread.

God showed them that their 40-year journey
had come to an end and they no longer needed the
supernatura food. As God had told them through
Moses, “you shal remember that the LorD your
God led you dl theway theseforty yearsinthe
wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know
what wasin your heart, whether you would keep
His commandments or not” (Deuteronomy 8:2).
The lsradliteswerefindly inheriting the Promised
Land, which God had promised to their forefather
Abraham morethan 400 yearsearlier.

Asthey began to eat unleavened bread made
fromthe grain of theland, God instructed themin
how they were to capture Jericho, amgor obstacle
tothemintheir conquest of theland. Seven
momentous days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread
wereto follow, dong with apiritua lesson for the
ancient Isradlitesand for us.

Facing the fortress of Jericho

God ordered the priests of 1sragl tomarch
around the city on each of the seven days of the
feast. The Jewish historian Josegphus marksthe
time “So onthefirst day of thefeast the priests
caried the ark round about, with some part of the
armed mentobeaguardtoit. . . and when they
hed done thisfor six days, on the seventh Joshua
gathered thearmed men . . . and told them these
good tidings, that the city should now be taken”
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(Antiquities of the Jews, book 5, chapter 1,
paragraph 5).

Thehiblical account begins: “Now Jeri-
chowas securely shut up because of the
children of 1sragl; nonewent out, and none
camein” (Joshua6:1-5). The huge city
doors had been sedled shut, and no one
could enter or leave the heavily fortified
ettlement. No one could goin or out other
than through the gatesin the sturdy walls.

Archaeol ogists have described Jericho
asone of the oldet citiesintheworld. By
Joshua stimeit had aready seen civiliza
tionscome and go. For thelast severd
centuriesit had successfully ressted dl
attemptsto conquer it. Itsmassivefortifica
tions had discouraged any invader.

Hundreds of years earlier Abraham and
Lot had journeyed to the Jordan Valley and
the areaaround Jericho. To the south were
the“citiesof theplain,” whichincluded
Sodom and Gomorrah. These had been
destroyed because of their wickedness, but
Jericho continued asthe chief city tothar
north and one of the gatewaysto the land
of Canaan. Sinceit occupied such avita
drategic and commercid location, the
Canaanites had heavily fortified it.

Doubly fortified

Inthis century, archaeological evidence
of the excavated Jericho showsthat the level
of the site that correspondsto that erahad a
doublewdl. Thefirg part of thewal wasa
towering structure of huge stones 15 feet
high topped by abrick wall eight feet high.

separated the waters of the nearby Jordan.
“So it was, when all the kings of the
Amoriteswho were on thewest side

of the Jordan, and all the kings of the
Canaaniteswho were by the sea, heard
that the Lorp had dried up the waters of
the Jordan from before the children of
Isradl until we had crossed over, that their
heart melted; and there was no spiritin
them any longer because of the children
of lsradl” (Joshua5:1).

A fortress finally falls

Onthefinal day of Unleavened Bread,
inwhat must have become ajoketo the
populace of Jericho, the |sradlite priests
marched seven times around the city. The
|sraelite soldiers were poised nearby, but
they must have appeared powerless. The
city dwellersmust have thought thisthe
mogt ridiculous and ill-equipped army they
had ever seen.

Yet, when the priests completed their
seventh encirclement, they sounded their
trumpets, and ingtantly amighty earthquake
shook thetown. Thewallsnoisily heaved,
cracked and crumbled.

Normally, sncethewallswererein-
forced from the outside, they would have
collapsedin arubble, which till could
have provided protection from the invad-
ers. But in this case the walls appeared to
defy gravity and fell out and flat, allowing
the Israelite soldiersto quickly move over
and through the rubble. The Bible account
saysthat “thewall fdll down flat. Then the

When the Israelites entered the city, God solemnly warned them
not to take any of the spoils for themselves. God considered the
place impure and unholy from centuries of atrocious sins.

Excavatorsfound that, evenif thisfirst wall
were breached, the attackerswould find
themselvestrapped indde apit and looking
up a ahigher second wall fromwhich
defenders could hurl deadly spears, rocks
and arrows.

Asthe |sradlites camped near Jericho,
the residents of the city remained mostly
confident that they could withstand any
sege. The lsradlites|ooked puny to them;
they had few weapons and no Segetowers
or battering rams. Bizarrdly, agroup of
priestswalked around the city every day
blowing horns. What did that haveto do
with capturing afortified city?

Yet the inhabitants were concerned, not
because of the Israglites, but because of
the reputation of Isragl’s God, who had
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people went up into the city, every man
straight before him, and they took the city”
(Joshua 6:20).

In 1990 archaeologist Bryant Wood
wrotein Biblical Archaeology Review
about hisfindingsin Jericho. He mentioned
that parts of the outer and inner wal had
collapsed outwardly, which alowed the
Isradlitesto enter thecity. Hisconclusions
basad on studies of the devadtation of the
city arefascinating. “Wasthis destruction at
the hands of the Isradlites?’” hewrote. “The
correlation between the archaeol ogical evi-
denceand the Biblical narrativeis substan-
tid.” Heligtssevera pointsin favor of the
biblical account (March-April 1990, p. 57):

* The city waswall fortified (Joshua 2:5,
7,15; 6:5, 20).

* The attack occurred just after the spring
harvest (Joshua 2:6; 3:15; 5:10).

* Theinhabitants had no time or opportu-
nity to fleewith their foodsuffs (Joshua 6:1).

* The segewas short (Joshua 6:15).

* Thewalswereleveled, possibly by an
earthquake (Joshua 6:20).

* The city was not plundered (Joshua
6:17-18).

* The city burned (Joshua 6:24).

Warning to the Israelites

When the Israglites entered the city,
God solemnly warned them not to take
any of the spailsfor themselves. God con-
sidered the place impure and unholy from
centuries of atrocious sins. “Now the city
shall be doomed by the Lorp to destruc-
tion, itand dl who areinit. .. And you,
by al means abstain from the accursed
things, lest you become accursed when
you take of the accursed things, and make
the camp of Isragl acurse, and troubleit”
(Joshua 6:17-18).

Why did God tell the Isradlites not to
take spoils? After dl, after 40 years of wan-
dering in the wildernessthe | sradlites
needed new clothing, food and other goods.

Severd hundred yearsbefore, God told
Abraham thet in the fourth generation His
peoplewould inherit the Promised Land:
“But in the fourth generation they shall
return here, for theiniquity of the Amorites
isnot yet complete” (Genesis 15:16).

God dlotted the Canaanites 400 years
tolivetheir wicked existence. But, after
this period, their sins had greatly multi-
plied. Thiswas a hopelesdy corrupt soci-
ety, and God did not want the Israglitesto
participatein any of the Canaanites sinful
ways. Thelsradlites had recently been
consecrated. They were circumcised, took
the Passover and had just finished remov-
ing leaven from their midst. They were not
to soil themsalves with anything of that
condemned society.

Trueto human nature, someone defied
God'singructions. “But the children of
Israel committed atrespassregarding the
accursed things, for Achan.. . . took of the
accursed things; so the anger of the LorD
burned againgt the children of Isradl”
(Joshua7:1).

Theresultswereimmediate and tragic.
Because of Achan'ssin, the lsraglites
were defeated by the inhabitants of the
next city, Ai.

Joshuagrew depressed and fearful, but
God told him to removethe Snner and
Israel would again be triumphant: “ Get up!
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Why do you liethuson your face? |srael
has snned, and they have also transgressed
My covenant which | commanded them.
For they have even taken some of the
accursed things, and have both stolen and
deceived; and they have dso put it among

to the south, Sodom and Gomorrah. They
persisted in their moral and spiritua decline
for centuries until it wastoo late.

Asthe spiritual descendants of the
ancient | sraelites (Galatians 6:15-16), we
must not allow the alure of worldly soci-

The remains of the ancient city of Jericho can still be seen at Tell es-Sultan, about six
miles north of the Dead Sea. The effects of archaeological excavations that began at
the site in 1907 and continued in later years are clearly visible.

their own stuff” (Joshua 7:10-11).

Joshua quickly determined who was
the guilty man. After Achan confessed his
sin, heand hisfamily were stoned to
death. God's favor was restored, and the
| sradlites continued their conquest of the
Promised Land.

Lasting lessons

What can welearn from this? Jericho
representsthe dlure of awicked society.
Sometimes oneistempted to climb up the
wadlsof theworld, soto speak, and peer
ingde. In Jericho theinhabitants enjoyed
comfort, weslth and a certain sophistica-
tion—all new and tempting to ageneration
of |sradliteswho had known only the hard-
shipsof alifeinthewilderness.

Jericho, well guarded, appeared sefe
ingde. Littledid the citizens of Jericho
know they wereliving on borrowed time.
They paid no lasting heed after they wit-
nessed the destruction of their counterparts

ety to draw usintoit. Thisisoneof the
lessons of the Passover and the Days of
Unleavened Bread. The apostle John
warns. “Do not lovethe world or the
thingsintheworld. If anyonelovesthe
world, thelove of the Father isnot in him.
For dl that isin the world—the lust of the
flesh, thelust of the eyes, and the pride of
life—isnot of the Father but is of the
world. And theworld is passing away, and
thelust of it; but he who doesthe will of
God abidesforever” (1 John 2:15-17).

If we are tempted to peer over thewall
and lugt after the world'sway of life, we
might find ourselves on top when thewadls
cometumbling down! Christ warned us of
participating inthe sinsof theworld & the
timeof theend. “Likewiseasitwasadsoin
the daysof Lot [in Canaan|: They ae, they
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted,
they built; but on the day thet Lot went out
of Sodom it rained fire and brimstonefrom
heaven and destroyed them all. Even sowill

it bein the day when the Son of manis
reveded”’ (Luke 17:28-30).

When we take the Passover and keep the
seven days of Unleavened Bread eech year,
we remember that the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanses us spiritualy, delivering usfrom
endavement to the sins of theworld. God
wants usoutside of thosewalsand doing
Hiswork: trumpeting God'struthsto a
world whose society might appear well for-
tified but onethat in thetime of God'sjudg-
ment will collapse.

A time of destruction

Asmentioned above, God had told the
patriarch Abraham that his descendants
would taketheland of Canaan “inthe
fourth generation,” but not before, “for the
iniquity of the Amoritesisnot yet com-
plete’ (Genesis 15:16).

Just as God waited until thetime was
right before allowing the |sraglitesto
comeinto theland of Canaan, He dlotsus
acertain time. We do not know when God
will consider theworld'ssinsto have
“reached to heaven,” but we know Heis
watching. Johnin vision “heard another
voice from heaven saying, ' Come out of
her, my people, lest you sharein her sins,
and lest you receive of her plagues. For
her sins have reached to heaven, and God
has remembered her iniquities ” (Revela-
tion 18:4-5).

Oneday God will consder thet the
world'sevil deeds have gonefar enough.
This, too, isdescribed in Revelation: “ So
the ange thrugt hissickleinto the earth and
gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it
into the great winepress of the wrath of
God’ (Revelaion 14:19). Someday this
will happen. Onwhich side of thewa of
Jerichowill God find us?

Thelesson for usisto remember not
only how to come out of the world, but how
not to be lured back into it. We picturethis,
during the spring feest days, not just by eat-
ing unleavened bread but by avoiding leav-
ened bread. Just as God inaugurated the
Passover and Unleavened Bread season by
removing lsradl from the corrupt society of
Egypt, Hewanted the |sradlites to remem-
ber when they entered the Promised Land
that they were not to take part in the corrupt
practices of the Canaanites.

Wemust learn thisimportant lesson:
Weareto come out of sin (symbolized by
Egypt) and avoid going back into sin (rep-
resented by Jericho). If we succeed, we
can inherit our Promised Land, the coming
Kingdom of God. GN
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The Lesson of Foot-Washing

On the evening before His death, Jesus washed the feet of His disciples,
then instructed that His followers would continue this practice to help us
remember. What are we to learn from this simple but profound observance?

If Jesus Christ is
willing to humbly
and unconditionally
serve His followers in
a lowly human task,
those disciples should
follow His example
and be willing to
perform even the
most unpleasant tasks
for their brethren
and mankind.

E4

by Jerold Aust

eter was puzzled as Jesus of Nazareth
knelt down to wash Hisdisciples' feet.
Jesus and the 12 apostles had gathered in a
private room. He had earlier directed Peter and
John to preparetheir last meal together. It was
during thistime that Jesus ingtituted the symbols
of the New Testament Passover: the unleavened
bread that would represent His broken body and
the wine that would signify Hisblood that he
would loselessthan aday later.

Peter was watching, fascinated, as Jesus bent
down to wash Hisdisciples feet. Thiswas
unusual, even strange, to see ateacher washing
Hisfollowers fest.

Peter had observed Jesus rising during supper
to remove His outer garment and wrap atowel
around Hiswaist. Peter well knew thiswas an act
customarily performed by davesor servants. In
that day, whenever guestswereinvited to ahome,
the lowliest household dave or servant washed the
guests feet. (John 1:27 and Luke 7:44 refer to this
custom.) Inthis case, Sncethiswasaprivate gath-
ering, no servantswere present to carry out the
menid job of removing sandals and washing the
feet of guedts.

Wasn’t Jesus too good for this?

What was Jesus doing? Surdly it was beneath
Him to abase Himsdlf in thisway. As Jesus moved
from one disciple to another, the room probably
quieted. All eyesfollowed Jesus every move. The
disciples shifted their positionsto watch Him lift
the pitcher of water and pour it into abasin.

Carefully, systematically, Jesus moved from
discipleto disciple, washing each man'sfeet. Peter
looked on trandfixed, scrutinizing Jesus' every
move. Peter suddenly redlized it washisturn.

As Jesus bent down to wash hisfeet, Peter
blurted out, “Lord, are You washing my feet?’
(John 13:6, emphasis added throughout). Appar-
ently Peter was the only one who openly ques-
tioned—and protested—his Master’s actions.
His understanding of Jesus' behavior wouldn’t
come until God sent the disciplesthe Holy
Spirit. Only later would they comprehend the
spiritual significance of thisact of humility and
the symbols Jesus ingtituted during that
evening's Passover service.
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Jesus responded simply, “What | am doing
you do not understand now, but you will know
ater this” (verse 7). Of course, Jesuswas refer-
ring to the Holy Spirit's revelatory power, which
would eventually guide the disciples under-
standing (John 16:13), enabling them to grasp
the spiritual meaning of thisphysical act. Later
they would understand that this ceremony signi-
fiesthe Chrigtian’shumble service to God, His
Church and mankind.

Again, Peter’simpetuosity surfaced. He
protested that Jesus should never lower Himself to
the undignified demeanor of aservant: “ You shdl
never wash my feet!”

Jesus Christ camly responded, “If | do not
wash you, you have no part with Me’ (John 13:8).

Peter's next saying mirrors our human ten-
dency to overreact: “Lord, not my feet only, but
aso my handsand my head!” (verse9).

Our Savior then informed Peter: “Hewhois
bathed needs only to wash hisfest, but is com-
pletely clean; and you are clean, but not al of
you” (verse 10).

He made clear that the act of washing each
other'sfeetisnot redlly an exercisein persond
hygiene. Although His discipleswouldn't under-
stand until later, Jesus spoke of becoming spiritu-
aly pure, which would happen through His shed
blood and death for the sins of humanity.

Oneman among the discipleswas not cleanin
spirit: Judas | scariot, who would betray the Savior.
Jesus knew who would betray Him, “therefore He
sad, ‘Youarenotal clean’” (verse 11).

Lessons for Christ’s followers

What are we to learn from Jesus Christ’s act
of humility? Jesus Himself clearly explained the
primary lesson of foot-washing: “You call me
Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so | am.
If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet” (verses 13-14).

In other words, if Jesus Christ iswilling to
humbly and unconditionally serve His followers
in alowly human task, those disciples should
follow His example and be willing to perform
even the most unpleasant tasksfor their brethren
and mankind.



The apostle John, who recorded these
events, later explained this atitudewith a
smple question: “But whoever hasthis
world'sgoods, and sees hisbrother in need,
and shuts up his heart from him, how does
thelove of God abidein him?’ (1 John
3:17). Nofollower of Chrigtisto set him-
sdf above serving any other human being.
God observes His people and blessesthose
who honor Him by serving as conduits of
Histruth and examples of true spiritudity.

Jesusindtituted the foot-washing cere-
mony to illugtrate that He had cometo
serve mankind. He had earlier madethis

clear to those who would follow Him:
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and those who are gresat
exercise authority over them. Yet it shall
not be so among you; but whoever desires
to become great among you, let him be
your servant. And whoever desiresto be
first among you, let him be your dave—
just asthe Son of Man did not cometo be
served, but to serve, and to give Hislifea
ransom for many” (Matthew 20:25-28).
Chrigt’s ultimate service for mankind

was hiswillingnessto die and His desth,
which wasto befal him the next afternoon.
His example of humility, service and gen-
erogity isall themore poignant because of
its contrast with the atitude of the rest of
humanity. Our natural tendency isto look
for waysto make others serve us. God's
way, on the other hand, is unpretentious,
willing serviceto others.

Serving others God'sway imposes no

lets everyone come out aheed. Itisnot the
way we normally, naturaly think. That is
why we must change to God’sway, which
worksforever.

Our way does not work for long.
Although we may temporarily benefit,
in the long run our human way of doing
thingstraps us. Service to othersliveson,
but taking or serving only the saif dies
with those who seek to serve themselves.

Peter well knew that Christ’s actions were customarily performed
by slaves or servants. In that day, whenever guests were invited to a
home, the lowliest household slave or servant washed the guests’ feet.

conditions and expects no reward: “But
love[even] your enemies, do good, and
lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your
reward will be great, and you will be sons
of theMogt High. For Heiskind to the
unthankful and evil” (Luke 6:35). This
powerful scripture tells us much about
God's character—that His approachisone
of unbiased service to mankind.

Spiritual system at work
Jesusrevealsto usaspiritua system that

Those who would follow
Jesus Christ mugt ask atough
question: Will we dedicate
ourselvesto Jesus way of
outgoing, humble service
toward others, or will wego
theway of theworld,
demanding and taking and
serving ourselves? Chrigt’s
example of washing His
friends feetis

areminder of that fundamen-
tal choice.

You can do three things that
will help you understand and
capture Jesus dtitudeasHe
washed Hisdisciples fest:

* Ask God to help you better
understand and practice the
spirit of foot-washing.

* Seek God's attitude of
humility and service by
researching and studying the
many examplesof it inyour
Bible, including Abraham,
Ruth and Danid.

* L ook for waysto serve oth-
ers.

Every year aswe approach
the Passover season, let’'s
keep in mind the wonderful
lesson of washing others
feet, which symbolizes our serving others
with humility and without imposing our
own conditions. Jesustdlsusto emulate
Hisactionsin thissimple ceremony: “For |
have given you an example, that you
should do as| have doneto you” (John
13:15).

Then He shows usthe results of aself-
less, serving attitude: “If you know these
things, blessed are you if you do them”
(verse17). GN
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How Does the Bible Define Sin?

In our struggle to avoid and overcome sin, it is vital that we
understand exactly what it is. Let’s see how the Bible defines sin.

by Scott Ashley

The scriptures that
define sin define

the boundaries and
standards God set for
us. They define the
playing field on which
we are to live our
lives. They also define
the goal we are to aim
for, the minimum
standard we are
expected to meet.

hat exactly issin? Do you under-

gtand how the Bible definesit?As

Chrigtians, we areto avoid Sn—
but how can we avoid sinif we don't fully com-
prehend what it is?

TheBible definessinin severd scriptures, each
of which gives us a better understanding of what it
is. But, beforewelook at these scripturesthat
define sin, we should first understand what the
word Sn means.

Two broad concepts

The Hebrew and Greek wordstrandated “sin”
throughout the Bible revolve largely around two
major concepts. Thefirgt isthat of transgression.
To transgress means “to step across’ or “to go
beyond aset boundary or limit.” This concept can
be compared to an ahletic playing field with lines
delineating the boundaries within which the game
isplayed. When aplayer crosses over those
boundary lines, he has committed a*“transgres-
sion” and gone out of bounds. Limitsare set that
define the playing area, and the players are to stay
within the limits of that area.

Most of the other wordstrandated “sin” in
the Bible involve a second concept, “ to missthe
mark.” Again, to useasportsanalogy, if aplayer
amsfor the goa and misses, how many points
does he get? None. He missed the goal, missed
themark at which hewasaiming.

Thisview of sinincludes the concept of our
going in onedirection but straying off courseto
the side and not continuing in the direction we
intended to go, with the result that we don't make
it to the goal weintended. We miss.

This concept dso encompassestheideaof fail-
ing to measure up to astandard. For example,
most academic courses and tests are graded or
judged according to aminimum standard. If we
don’'t meet that standard, wefail that test or
course. A minimum level of performanceis
expected, and anything lessthan that standard is
failure. By not meeting that standard, we “missthe
mark” and don't pass. We can missthe mark by
ether missing the god a which wewereaiming
or by falling short of that god. In either Stuation
wefall to reach the mark set for us.

Both of these concepts, transgressing and miss-
ing the mark, involve abasic requirement. If we
transgress, which meansto cross over aset bound-
ary or limit, then we must have aboundary or limit
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to cross over. If we missthe mark, we must have a
mark, target or slandard to miss. Sin, then, isto
transgress those boundaries God has set for usor
to missthetarget He set for us.

Thisiswherethebiblica definitionsof sin
become important, becauise these scriptures define
the boundaries and standards God et for us. They
definethe playing field on which we are to live our
lives. They dso definethe god we areto am for,
the minimum standard we are expected to meet. In
other words, the biblical definitions of sin show us
the stlandards God has given usthat definewhat is
acceptable to Him and what isn't acceptable. They
show uswhat measures up and whet falls short of
those standards, the fundamenta principles God
hasgiven usto live by.

The definitions of sininthe Bible are not sm-
ply arbitrary dosand don'ts. I nstead, they show us
theway God lives. They show the spiritua princi-
ples by which Helives, the same standard of con-
duct He expects Hishuman creationsto live by.

Transgressing the law of God

What, then, are the boundaries and standards
God has st for usthat define Sin? Themost basic
definition of sinisin 1 John 3:4: “Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth dso the law: for Sin
isthetransgression of thelaw” (King James Ver-
son, emphasis added throughout). Here God
defines aboundary for mankind. He saysthat sin
istransgressing His holy, spiritua law (Romans
7:12-14). Breaking that lawv—crossing that divine
boundary, that limit God set for us—issin.

Whenwelook a 1 John 3:4 in other trans-
|ations, we see another important perspective.
Here’show the New King JamesVersion trans-
latesthis verse: “Whoever commitssin also com-
mits lawlessness, and sinislawlessness.” The
word trandated “lawlessness’ isthe Greek word
anomia, meaning without law or against law. The
concept conveyed hereisthat sinisactiveviola-
tion of God'slawsand basic moral principles.
Thisrefersto actionsthat are not just outside the
bounds of God’slaw, but actionsthat arein delib-
eraterebdlion againgt those laws—ddiberately
trampling on and rgjecting that boundary.

God gave humanity Hislawsto show usHis
way of love. Those laws define how we demon-
drate loveto God and our fellowman (Deuteron-
omy 30:15-16; Matthew 22:35-40; 1 John 5:3).
Sinisviolation of that law of love. God showed us




away to livein peace and harmony with
Him and with mankind and defined this
way of life by Hislaw. Whenwe sin, we
violate or transgressthat boundary and
break God'slaw.

Broader definition of sin

We have seen one standard God has set
for mankind: He expects obedienceto His
laws. God's law defines acceptable behav-
ior and actions, and, when we bregk the
standard of God's law, we step acrossthe
bounds He has set. But has God st other
boundariesfor us, other waysinwhich He
defines sn?What about actions and behav-
ior that aren’t covered by specific lavs?

In 1 John 5:17 we find amuch broader
definition of sin; “ Al unrighteousnessis
an..”

Other Bible versonshelp usmorefully
understand the meaning: “ Every wrong
actionissin” (Twentieth Century New Tes-
tament). “ Every act of wrong-doingissin”
(PhillipsModern English). “Any kind of
wrongdoingissin” (Weymouth New Testa
ment in Modern Speech). “All iniquity is
sn” (Moffatt Trandation).

Thebasic thrust of thisscriptureis
that, if any action or behavior iswrong, it
issin. Theword trandated “ unrighteous-
ness,” “wrong action,” “wrongdoing” and
“iniquity” inthese versionsisthe Greek
adikia. The Expository Dictionary of
Bible Words defines thisword as “ action
that causes visible harm to other persons
inviolation of the divine standard”
(Lawrence O. Richards, Zondervan,
Grand Rapids, 1985, “Sin”).

Other meanings of thisword and its
verb form are“evildoers,” “dishonest,”
“unjust,” “wickedness,” “to be unfair,” “to
harm,” “to mistreat,” “to hurt” and “to
wrong [another person]” (ibid.).

These meanings go beyond just physical
deeds and actions and cross over into atti-
tudes and motives for our actions and what
goesoninour minds. They involve what
wethink. We seethe beginnings of adiffer-
ent standard, onethat involves not just
what we do but what we are.

Christ reveals an underlying principle

Jesus Christ clarified thisdivine stan-
dard in Matthew 5:21-22: “You have heard
that it was said to those of old, ‘ You shdll
not murder, and whoever murderswill be
in danger of thejudgment.’ But | say toyou
that whoever isangry with his brother
without a cause shall bein danger of the
judgment. And whoever saysto his brother,

‘Racal’ shdl bein danger of the council.
But whoever says, * You fool!” shal bein
danger of hell fire”

One commonly understood standard of
behavior wasto refrain from murdering
ancther human. If someone committed
murder, hewould himsdlf be put to deeth.
Here Jesus drew attention to thelaw’s
underlying principle: If you think of other
people asworthless, viewing them as unde-
sarving of life or existence, then you arein
danger of eternal death, not just physical
stoning. Jesus Christ showed that sin
includes not only our physica actions, but
aso our thoughts and attitudes.

He explained thisfurther in verses 27-

the Roman Empire of thetime literaly
dozens of holidayswere observed, includ-
ing feast days and fast days during which
certain foodswould be eaten or avoided.

Those who had been members of the
Church for some time knew that such prac-
tices had no meaning for Christians, so
they ate what they wanted when they
wanted. But otherswere being called into
the Church out of that Roman background
and were offended at the eating of such
foods. This created conflictsamong the
congregetion because the new members
had spent their whole lives thinking that
eating particular foods waswrong on par-
ticular days of the calendar.

We should realize that sin starts in the mind. When we allow
evil thoughts to enter our mind and stay there, eventually these
evil thoughts can spring into action, leading us to sin.

28: “You have heard that it was said to
those of old, * You shdl not commit adul-
tery. But | say to you that whoever looks
at awomanto lust for her hasalready com-
mitted adultery with her in his heart.”
Christ said that thissinis not defined by
justaphysica act; if weeven alow such
athought in our mind we have sinned. We
have mentally crossed that boundary, tram-
pling that limit God gave us.

We should redizethat Sin startsin the
mind. When wealow evil thoughtsto
enter our mind and Stay there, eventually
these evil thoughts can spring into action,
leading usto sin. We are what we think
(Proverbs 23:7). Jesustold those of Hisday
who were obsessed with physical cleanli-
ness and ritual washingsthat itisn't what
goesinto our bodiesthat defile us, but the
evil that isalready there in our minds that
debases us (Matthew 15:17-20).

Humanly speaking, we don’t see any-
thing wrong with allowing wrong thoughts
into our minds. Often they are quite plea-
surable and entertaining. But eventualy
those sinful thoughtslead usinto sin. The
result isthetrampling of God'slaw. Jesus
Chrigt ingtructs usto disrupt that process
beforeit gets started, by not even dlowing
wrong thoughtsinto our minds.

Do not violate your conscience

In Romans 14 God revea s yet other
waysinwhich we can fail to measureup to
Hisstandards. In this chapter the gpostle
Paul wrote to a congregation composed of
Jews and gentiles, discussing how their dif-
fering backgrounds had affected them. In

Paul addressed this problem in verses
19-22, telling Christians to be careful that
they don’t offend those newer and weaker
in the faith. Then notice what Paul said
in verse 23: “But he who doubtsis con-
demned if he eats, because he does not
eat from faith; for whatever is not from
faithissin.”

Herewe see athird standard that defines
sinfor us: “Whatever isnot fromfaithis
sin” Just what isGod telling usin this pas-
sage? From the context we aretold that if
weviolate our conscience we are sinning.
If you do something that you feel you
shouldn’t be doing, you are sinning.

Why isthis sin? Because mentally and
spiritually we are compromising when
we do something that we don't think is
right. When we compromise, we are
destroying character.

Character is crucial

God expectsusto build spiritualy
mature, godly character in thislife, becom-
ing ever more like Him (Matthew 5:48).
We build eternal, godly character by
remaining faithful to what isright in spite
of pullsto the contrary. We resist thetemp-
tation to do things we know we shouldn't.
Weliveby faith that God will give usthe
strength to endure whatever trialsweface
inthislife. But when we compromise we
tear down that character. We givein. Every
timewegivein, wefind it that much harder
to resst giving inthe next time weface
temptation.

One of theingdious things about com-
promiseisthat it spreads. If we get away
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with something once, wefind it much ess-
ier totry it again next time. Compromise
growslikeacancer. It comeson dowly,
then spreads. Before you know it you can
beinafight for your spiritud life. That is
why God saysthat, if our actionsaren’t
donein faith or according to faith, if they
violate our conscience, weare sSinning.

tohimitissin.” Perhgpsyou have heard
of sinsof commission, sinning by the
actionswetake: steding, lying, commit-
ting adultery and so on. But thisversetells
usthat some transgressionsinvolve sins of
omission, sinning by thingswe omit
doing.

Jamestellsusthat if weknowto do

God wants us to live within the boundaries and standards
He has set for us, to change our values, attitudes, thoughts and
lives so they are in line with His standards, not our own.

We need to be sure that what wedo is
out of faith and confidence that it isright
and acceptable to God—or not doit. We
need to be sure our motives areright and
our conscience remains clear in every-
thing we do. For thisreasonitisvita
that we properly educate our conscience
so that it isin accordance with God's
Word, the Bible. It is not within our nat-
ural ability to discern right and wrong
(Jeremiah 10:23). We areto learn God's
ways that define right and wrong for us
(Hebrews 5:14).

God wants usto live within the bound-
ariesand standards He has set for us, to
change our values, attitudes, thoughts and
livessothey arein linewith His stan-
dards, not our own. The process of con-
version can be smply defined asreplacing
our standards, values and thoughtswith
God's standards, values and thoughts.

Sin can be what we don’t do

We have seen the ways that we can
sin by what we do aswell aswhat we
think. In case you haven't noticed, the
standard God expects of us keeps getting
higher and harder for usto meet. This
last definition of sin may be the most
difficult for us.

Did you realize that we could go
through life without ever stedling, lying,
hating or bresking asingle command
from God, all thewhile perfectly control-
ling our thoughts, and yet till Sinevery
day of our lives?We could avoid dl those
things, but we could il be sinning
according to thislast definition of sin.
Most of us probably don't realizewe are
involved inthislast kind of sin and proba-
bly don't evenredizethat itisasin.

We have seen that we can sin by the
thingswe do. But we can also sin by the
thingsthat we don't do.

James 4:17 tellsus, “Therefore, tohim
who knowsto do good and doesnot do it,
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good, and we recogni ze that we ought to
be doing certain things, thefailureto do
themisasin. We are not mesting the stan-
dard God has set for us. We aremissing
the mark.

Thefour Gospels arefilled with exam-
plesof thissin. Jesus often clashed with
those who were diligent about strict literal
obedienceto God'slaws but never redl-
ized God expectsmore of us. In Christ’s
day the Phariseesreferred to detailed lists
of what could and couldn’t be done law-
fully on the Sabbath; they were diligent
about tithing down to thelast seed or grain
of spice; they spent hours studying the
law, fasting and praying. Yet Chrigt called
them “blind guides” “hypocrites’ and a
“brood of vipers”

These people smply didn't compre-
hend the intent of God's law. They put
grest effort into not committing Sins, but
concentrated so much on thisstruggle that
they failed miserably at doing what they
should have been doing.

Consider the conflictsthey had with
Jesus Christ. Their biggest disagreements
were over the Sabbath. They wereinfuri-
ated that Christ healed on the Sabbath.
According to their teaching, one could
provide only medical help or trestment on
the Sabbath if the situation were life-
threatening. Thus when Jesus performed
great miracles on the Sabbath—healing
those who had been crippled or sick for
years—the Phariseeswere furious.
Instead of rejoicing for those who were
hedled, they were enraged.

They wanted to kill Christ becausein
their distorted view He was bresking the
Sabbath. They were blind to the fact that
Jesuswas doing good, that He was eas-
ing the misery and pain of people who
had suffered for years. It was because of
their willful spiritua blindness and hos-
tility that Christ called them hypocrites
and snakes.

Changing what we are

We should learn an important lesson
fromthis: Strict obedienceto God'slaws
alone doesn't changewhat weare. It'sa
dart, certainly. Aswe have seen, obedi-
enceto Hislawsisastandard God expects
usto meet. But theré'smoreto it than that.

Sometimes we make the same mistake
the Pharisees made. We can concentrate
so much on avoiding breaking God's law
that we lose sight of the purpose of that
law: to change our focus from thinking
about ourselvesto being concerned for
and showing lovefor others.

We may think that never breaking
God'slaw isgood enough. But what did
Jesus Christ say? Only afew days before
His execution, Jesus made clear an obliga
tion for those who would follow Him:

“When the Son of Man comesin His
glory ... dl the nationswill be gathered
beforeHim . . . Then the King will say to
those on Hisright hand, * Come, you
blessed of My Fether, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of
theworld: for | was hungry and you gave
Mefood; | wasthirsty and you gave Me
drink; | wasastranger and you took Me
in; | was naked and you clothed Me; | was
sck and you visted Me; | wasin prison
and you cameto Me’

“Then the righteous will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we seeYou hun-
gry and feed You, or thirsty and giveYou
drink?When did we seeYou a stranger
and takeYou in, or naked and clothe You?
Or when did we seeYou sick, or in prison,
and cometoYou? And the King will
answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, | say
to you, inasmuch asyou did it to one of
theleast of these My brethren, you did it
toMe’

“Then Hewill also say to those on the
left hand, * Depart from Me, you cursed,
into the everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and hisangds: for | was hungry and
you gave Me no food; | wasthirsty and
you gave Me no drink; | was astranger
and you did not take Mein, naked and you
did not clothe Me, sick andin prison and
you did notvisit Me." . . . And these [those
who did none of these things] will go
away to everlasting punishment, but the
righteous [those who did these thingg] into
eternd life’ (Matthew 25:31-43, 46).

Jesusillustrated this point through
other examples. The parable of Lazarus
and the rich man (Luke 16:19-31) pro-
videsaprime example of asin of omis-
sion. Therich mantook no notice of a



poor beggar, aman who had absolutely no
significancein the wedthy man’'sbusy life
but who was greatly valued by God.
Another wedthy man filled hisbarns
with impressive provisonswhile neglect-
ing to extend ahelping hand to thosein
need (Luke 12:16-21). This man stored
up treasuresfor himsdf, filling his store-
housesto overflowing with far more than
he could possibly usewhile at the same
time showing no regard for others—
another sin of omission.

Whose will is most important?

Chrig’steaching hel ps us understand why
itissin not to do what we know we should
do. It boils down to whose will ismogt
important inour lives: 1sit our will, doing
what wewant to do? Or isit God'swill,
doing whet Hethinksis most important?

Not doing what we know isright is
putting our will ahead of God's. It demon-
dratesto God that we don't have the desire
or character to put Hiswill ahead of our
own. It showswe are unwilling to com-
pletely surrender ourselvesto Him. Thisis
why it issin: We put ourselves before God,
our will before Hiswill.

James elaborated on the requirement
that we do good deeds. He asked severd
basic questions about our faith: “What does
it profit, my brethren, if someone sayshe
hasfaith but does not have works? Can
faith save him?If abrother or Sgter is
naked and degtitute of daily food, and one
of you saysto them, ‘ Depart in peace, be
warmed and filled,’ but you do not give
them the things which are needed for the
body, what doesit profit?What good isit?
Thusaso faith by itsdlf, if it doesnot have
works, isdead” (James2:14-17).

James says such faith—faith without
godly works—is useless, worthless. Such
faithisof no lagting value because it doesn't
change the person, nor doesit help others
just to hear thewords* Be warm and filled”
when they're cold and hungry.

It isthrough action—through works,
through doing the good that we know we
ought to be doing—that God buildsHis
nature and character within us. If we want
to get rid of our sdfish, sinful nature, we
haveto replaceit with something dse. We
don't just magicaly, ingtantly get rid of it;
we haveto replaceit with God's nature,
with Histhoughts and ways.

Paul tellsusin Gaatians 5:16, “Walk in
the Spirit, and you shdl not fulfill the lust
of theflesh.” God's Spirit working within
uswill help usrecognize sin and avoid it so

we no longer will “fulfill the lust of the
flesh.” His Spirit will likewise help usrec-
ognize, understand and grow in Hisways,
enabling usto strengthen and demonstrate
our faith through the worksthat James
pointed out are necessary.

Opportunities abound for usto do the
good that we know we ought to be doing.
We can gart right in our own familiesby
working to make them strong, by making
our familiesawarm, affectionate, support-
ing, encouraging placefor al family mem-
bers. We have plenty of opportunitiesin our
spiritud family aswell. God'sWord tellsus
in James 1:27 that purerdligionisto “look
after orphansand widowsin their distress
and to keep onesdlf from being polluted by
theworld” (New International Version).

God wants usto become amore com-
passionate, more caring and moretruly lov-
ing people, reflecting Hisway of life. He
wants usto become more like Jesus Chrigt,
who gave Hislifeasaliving sacrificefor al
humankind. Many opportunitiesexist for us
to do good: to encourage, strengthen, help,
give, show lovefor thosein need. When
we do those things, we are doing good
works—sacrificing our time and energy for

the well-being and benefit of others.

The ultimate definition of sin

God sets high slandards for usin finding
and overcoming the sinsthat affect us. Ulti-
mately, these definitionstell usthat sinis
anything that is contrary to thewill of God
or doesn't expressthe holy character of
God. That isthe standard He has set for us,
as seen by these definitions.

Our effortsto identify and removesin
can be compared to the story of asculptor
chipping away at an enormous block of
stone. Another man asks him what he's
sculpting, and the sculptor replies, “An ele-
phant.” The other man then asks, “How do
you scul pt an elephant?’ The scul ptor con-
sidersthe question, then says. “It'sredly
very smple. You just chip avay anything
that doesn’t look like an el ephant.”

We are doing the samething whenwe
dart chipping away sinsfrom our lives. Our
gad is, with God'shelp, to chip awvay every-
thing that isn't like God. We areremoving
sn—everything that iscontrary to or doesn't
expressthe holy character of God—with the
purpose of morefully and maturely reflect-
ing God'svery mind andway of life. GN
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the victory over sin.
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FINDING YOUR WAY BAck To GoD

Realistically, many of our readers have been afflicted by the ravages
and suffering brought on by sin. Sins of commission, sins of omission, miss-
ing the mark perhaps countless times, violating our consciences—the
sheer weight of these multifaceted transgressions is just too great to bear!

The only answer to the problem of sin is, of course, Jesus Christ. He
came to earth not only to make possible complete forgiveness of the
past, but to help us conquer the strongholds of sin that have become
deeply entrenched habits that are enormously difficult to dislodge
from our lives. He is our merciful High Priest in heaven, always inter-
ceding with God the Father on our behalf, ever ready to help us gain

“If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9, New Revised
Standard Version). The apostle John, while acknowledging our human
weaknesses, encourages us not to give in to sin. “l am writing these
things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2, NRSV).

This gives us every reason to be greatly encouraged in our daily strug-
gle against sin. After all, Jesus Christ has been there and fully under-
stands our plight. “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect
has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach
the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:15-16, NRSV). GN

—John Ross Schroeder
J
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The Concepts of Sin

IN

the New

estament

Examining the many Greek words defining the concepts of sin
expands our understanding of sin and how it affects us.

The New Testament,
which was written in
Greek, contains many
words that add to our
understanding of the
concept of sin. A close
study of the use of these
terms can prove reward-
Ing in expanding our
understanding of sin

E10

and its effects
in our life.

by John Meakin

he Feest of Unleavened Breed, one of
God'sannud fegtivals, depictsthe Chris-
tian'sneed to diminae snfrom hislife.
But to liveasin-freelifewe mus first understand
what gnis. God gives usthis underganding through
many scriptures.

The New Testament, which waswrittenin Greek,
contains many wordsthat add to our understanding
of the concept of sin. Thesearetrandated into vari-
ous Englishwordsin additionto“sin” A dose sudy
of the use of theseterms can proverewardingin
expanding our understanding of sin and itseffectsin
our life. Followingisasummary of the Greek words
defining the concepts of Sin.

¢ Falling short; hamartia, hamartema, hamar-
tano. Thisword in various forms occurs around 250
times and isthe most common way in the New Tes-
tament to expressthe concept of Sin. The central
ideaisto“missthemark.” Thisword isused severd
ways. It can refer to generd Sinor wrongdoing
(John 8:21) or specific actsof Sn (Matthew 12:31;

1 John 5:16). The apostie Paul dso usadit to per-
sonify an ungodly power that can control people
(Romans6:6). It dso refersto theinward element
that produces wrongdoing (Romans 3:9; 7:13).

Hamartia entered the world by Adam (Romans
5:12). He disobeyed God and disregarded His
ingtruction. Adam missed the mark and fel short.
Ultimately, thismark (of perfection) isnothing
short of the perfection of God's character—the
ultimate aim of God'spiritua children (Matthew
5:48). Assinnerswe“fdl short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23).

God'slaws give us aknowledge of hamartia,
or sin (Romans 3:20). We must not continuein
such sin (Romans 6:1-2), but repent, be forgiven
and have our sinsblotted out (Acts 2:38; 3:19).

* Unrighteousness, iniquity: adikia, adikos
(and other formsof the sameword). Adikia lit-
eraly means*“not right” and denotesinjustice
(Luke 18:6) or dishonesty. It isthe comprehensive
term for awrong situation or wrongdoing between
individuals. The human tongueisa“world of inig-
uity” (James 3:6). God rejectsworkers of iniquity
(Luke 13:27) and commands usto depart from
iniquity (2 Timothy 2:19).
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God isrighteous (Romans 9:14) and expects
usto belike Him. God will forgive and cleanse us
from dl unrighteousnessiif we arewilling to con-
fessour sinsand ask Him for forgiveness
(2 John 1.9).

* Trespass: paraptoma. Thisword occurs
23 times, coming from para, meaning “aside,”
and pipto, meaning “tofdl.” It refersto afalse
step, blunder, sidedlip, lapse or deviation—the
failure to maintain godly conduct by theresis-
tance to temptation.

Perhapsthe most familiar use of thetermisin
Jesus example prayer to Hisdisciples, wherewe
are encouraged to “forgive men ther trespasses’
(Matthew 6:14-15). Jesuswas ddlivered to death
for our trespasses (Romans 4:25). Through our
acceptance of His sacrificein our place, our tres-
passes, our offenses, are not imputed to us
(2 Corinthians 5:19).

When wewere dead in our sins, wewere
brought back to lifethrough God's grace and for-
given by Chrig’ssacrifice (Ephesans 1.7; 2.1, 5;
Colossans 2:13). Our Chrigtian task isto help those
overtaken in any trespass (Gaatians 6:1). Through
thefal (trespass) of Isradl, God has brought sdvar
tionto the gentiles (Romans 11:11).

* | niquity, lawlessness. anomia. Thisword
occurs15timesand literdly means“nolaw”” Itis
usualy trandated “iniquity” in the King James
Verson and“lawlessness’ inthe New King James,
though in 1 John 3:4, which contains perhgpsthe
best-known definition of sin, it istrandated “trans-
gresson” inthe King JamesVersion.

Even outwardly religious professng Chrigtians
who may do many wonderful thingsfal under
God'sgtern judgment if they continueto practice
lawlessness (Matthew 7:23) or fail to uphold His
laws. God will removeadl such peoplefrom His
coming world-ruling Kingdom (Matthew 13:41).

The Phariseeswere prime examples of those
who seemed to berighteous but in redlity were full
of anomia (Matthew 23:28). Such lawlessnessis
prophesied to be the dominant spirit of thetime
immediately before Jesus Chrigt’sreturn (Matthew
24:12). God hates|awlessness (Hebrews 1:9) and
commands usto repent of it. We are blessed when



God forgives our lawless deeds (Romans
4:7) and Heremembers our lawless deeds
no more (Hebrews 10:17).

* Tranggression; parabass. Thisword
comesfrom para, meaning “across” and
basis, meaning “foot.” It holdsthe meaning
of violating aspecific law, crossing aspe-
cificline God hasdrawn. Unlessalineexists
to cross over, no transgression can be com-
mitted (Romans4:15). The effect of thelaw
isto render people“transgressors’ when
they violate, or crossover, the boundary
God has .

Both Adam (Romans 5:14) and Eve
(1 Timothy 2:14) transgressed God's
ingruction, though of the two only Evewas
deceived. In Galatians 3:19 weread that
God added alaw aongside another law
“because of transgressons’—disobedience
to existing law or ingtruction.

Because of human nature's hostility
toward God (Romans 8:7), we naturally
tend to cross the boundary lines set by God
(Romans 7:18). That iswhy Christ, who
“by meansof death” ismediator of the
New Covenant, is o important (Hebrews
9:15). Hisdesath redeems (purchases) us
from transgressions of God'slaws under
the covenant to |sradl. The promise of the
New Covenant through Christ bringsfor-
giveness of our transgressionsand dlows
the same lawsto be written in our hearts
(Jeremiah 31:31-34).

“For if the blood of bullsand goatsand
the ashes of aheifer, sorinkling the unclean,
sanctifiesfor the purifying of theflesh, how
much more shdl the blood of Christ, who
through the eternd Spirit offered Himsdlf
without pot to God, cleanse your con-
stiencefrom dead worksto servetheliving
God?And for thisreason Heisthe Mediator
of the new covenant, by means of degth, for
the redemption of the transgressions under
thefirst covenant, thet thosewho are called
may recelvethe promise of the eternd inher-
itance. For wherethereisatestament, there
must dso of necessity bethe degth of the
tetator” (Hebrews 9:13-16, NKJV).

* Ungodliness: asebeia. Thisword lit-
erally means*“noworship.” It appearsin
the Biblein variousforms 17 times. Ase-
beiaisthe opposite of eusebeia, which lit-
erally means* good worship” or godliness.
Asebeia meansliving in rebellion against
God and His standards. If anomia is defi-
ance of God's laws, then asebeia is defi-
ance of God Himsdlf. It can dso meanirre-
ligioningenera.

God made Hislaw for thelawlessand
ungodly (1 Timothy 1:9) that He may bring

them to repentance. Christ died for the
ungodly (Romans5:6). Theworldin Noah's
time was destroyed by aflood because of
the ungodliness of the earth’sinhabitants (2
Peter 2:5-6). God isangry with the ungodli-
ness of men (Romans 1:18) and warnsus
agang any corrupting activitiesthat will
produce even more ungodliness (2 Timothy
2:16-17; Titus 2:12).

Ultimately, God will interveneto “turn
away ungodliness’ from Isradl, His chosen
people (Romans 11:26). If God dlows per-
secutions againg His chosen peopletojudge
and purify them, how much more serious
will bethejudgment Hewill bring onthe
ungodly (1 Peter 4:16-18; Jude 15).

mitigatethe Sin, which till needsto be
atoned for. Ignoranceisno excuse. In
ancient |sradl the high priest entered the
tabernacle each year on the Day of Atone-
ment to make an offering for thesesins. As
we become aware of our ignorance, we need
to repent. Even sinsof ignorance must be
covered by the sacrifice of Jesus Chrigt.

* Fault: amomos, hettema, mem-
phomai, aition, elencho. Severd Greek
wordsaretrandated “fault” in English. Pon-
tiusPilatefound Chrigt “without fault”
(Greek aition, Luke 23:4, 14), meaning
without cause, crimeor legd ground for
punishment.

Paul found fault (Greek hettema, mean-

Even outwardly religious professing Christians who may do many
wonderful things fall under God’s stern judgment if they continue
to practice lawlessness or fail to uphold His laws.

* Debt: opheilema. Thisword occurs
only twiceand isused asametaphor for
offenseor Snin Jesus example prayer
known asthe Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:12).
Our gnsare debtswe oweto God.

* Disobedience: parakoe, apetheia.
Thisword comesfrom para, meaning
“asde” and akouo, meaning “to hear,” and
has the meaning of “ hearing amiss” It
meansarefusal to hear, or heed, God's
commandsand is used threetimes. It was
through Adam'’s disobediencethat all
humanity was made snners (Romans 5:19).
By bringing every thought into captivity, we
can be“ready to punish al disobedience’

(2 Corinthians 10:5-6). Our disobedience
meritsa”just reward” (Hebrews 2:2).

Apeitheiaisused seven timesand liter-
aly means*not persuaded.” It refersto
obgtinate rgjection of thewill of God. It
describesthe nation of 1sragl’s unbelief
(Romans 11:30-32), which prevented
|sradl’ sfirst generation from entering the
promised land (Hebrews 4:6). We are
warned not to go the sameway (verse 11).

Satan'sirit dominatesthe“ sons of dis-
obedience’ of thisworld (Ephesians 2:2).
Wearewarned againgt being deceived by
such obdtinate people, who attract God's
fierceanger (Ephesians5:6; Colossans 3:6).

* |gnorance, error: agnoema. This
word occurs only once, in Hebrews 9:7,
whereitistrandated “errors’ inthe KJv.
TheNKJV trandatesthisas” sinscommit-
tedinignorance” It refersto snscommitted
inadvertently through ignorance or unwit-
ting error.

Lack of knowledge, however, doesnot

ing“decrease” “diminishing” or “loss’)
with the Corinthian brethren who were tak-
ing each other to court (1 Corinthians 6:7).
TheNKJV trandatesthisas* utter failure”

Paul wrote that the problem with the Old
Covenant was"finding fault with them
[lsredl and Judah]” (Hebrews 8:8). Here
“fault” is memphomai, meaning “blame”
Thelgradlites heart wasto blamerather than
any of God'slaws.

Ephesians 1:4 tellsusthat those chosen
by God areto be“without blamée’ (amomos,
meaning “rebuke” “blemish,” “blot” or
“cenaure’).

Matthew 18:15 indructsusthat, if a
brother trespasses (Greek hamartano, mean-
ingtosinor fdl short), weareto “tell him
hisfault done’ (eencho, meaning “totel a
fault,” “convict,” “reprove’ or “rebuke’).

Understanding what sinisand recogniz-
ing itsruinous, destructive effect on human
lifeisthefirs step to overcoming sin. The
Feast of Unleavened Bread pictures our
freedom from endavement to sin. God has
released usfrom sin through Jesus Chridt’s
sacrifice, and weareto remain freefromsin.

Rather than being endaved to sin, Paul
exhortsusto serve adifferent magter: “Do
you not know that to whom you present
yoursavesdavesto obey, you arethat one's
daveswhom you obey, whether of Sinleed-
ing to death, or of obedienceleading torigh-
teousness? But God be thanked that though
youweredavesof Sn, yet you obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrinetowhichyou
wereddivered. And having been set free
from gin, you became daves of righteous-
ness’ (Romans6:16-18, NKJV). GN
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How to Overcome Sin

You need to understand this vital biblical formula for overcoming sin.

How do we go about
rooting out sin? It is
not as simple as asking
for more of God’s Spirit
and sitting back to
relax as God somehow
miraculously and
instantaneously nulli-
fies our trespasses. e
have work to do and
must make a conscien-
tious effort while God’s
Spirit continues to
empower and

reinforce our efforts.

E12

by John Meakin

vitd aspect of God's purposefor us
involves our coming to repentance, recog-
nizing our sinful state and how far short
wefdl of God's sandards, and determining to
begin living God'sway of life. We dtriveto identify
and overcome our sinsand liveasin-freelife.

However, when God helps usrecognizethe
enormity of our sins, anatural human responseis
deection and discouragement. Even the gpostle
Paul struggled with hiswesknesses, lamenting that
“inme (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells;
for towill ispresent with me, but how to perform
what isgood | donot find . .. Theevil | will notto
do, thet | practice’ (Romans 7:18-19).

How can we possibly overcome our deficiencies
of character and attain to the eternd lifethat God
offersus? How can we change and overcome Sin?

During Jesus minigtry arich young man cameto
Him and asked what he should do to achieve eternal
life. Christtoldhim, “. . . If you want to enter into
life, keep the commandments’ (Matthew 19:17).
When the man asked which commandments Jesus
wastaking about, Chrigt referred to five of the Ten
Commandments, aong with the command to “love
your neighbor asyoursdlf.” But He omitted mention
of the Tenth Commandment, which forbids covet-
ing. Covetousnesswasthe man's problem and one
of the reasonsthisaccount isin the Bible. The young
man wasjust too atached to hisrichesto givethem
up, 0 he“went away sorrowful” (verse21-22).

Chrigt noted how difficult it isfor arich person
to enter the Kingdom of God because of the human
tendency to covet and rely on physical possessions
rather than God. The disciples, amazed, asked,
“Who then can be saved?’ Chrigt’sanswer pro-
videsthekey to overcoming sin: “With menthis
isimpossible, but with God all things are possible”’
(verse 26, added emphasisthroughout).

None of us can overcome our deficiencies, our
sins, our shortcomings, without God's help. Even
if we could by our ownwill ater our actions, only
God can change our hearts. Thisiswhy Paul
gppeded to members of the churchin Romenot
to be conformed to theworld but to be transformed
by God's Spirit and “by the renewing of your
mind” (Romans 12:1-2).

To cometo gripswith our sins, each of us must
surrender to God. When God iscalling aperson to
fundamenta change, He leadsthe personto this
point of surrender. Repentance comes through
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God's goodness, not our own (Romans 2:4).

God grants repentance so we may know the truth
(2 Timothy 2:25) and live (Acts 11:18). We are
free, however, to decide whether to repent. Peter
exhorted his countrymento “ repent therefore and
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so
that times of refreshing may come from the pres-
enceof theLord” (Acts3:19).

After repentance, and after baptism asan out-
ward sign of our repentance, God promisesto give
us His Spirit. That Spirit empowersusto recognize
and overcome sin. Through conversion we become
a“new creation” (2 Corinthians5:17) asfar asGod
isconcerned. Heenablesusto live asadifferent
person, leaving behind our Sins.

We can overcome sin

In 1 John 3:9 the apostle John tdlls us, “Who-
ever has been born of God doesnot sin, for His
seed remainsin him; and he cannot sin, because
he has been born of God.” We should understand
severd pointsfrom thisverse. Firg, the converted
Chrigtian does not habitually sin. He has, after all,
turned away from sin. The sense hereisnot that a
Chrigtian will never sin, because weremain
human, imperfect and subject to the pulls of our
nature and a degenerate world around us. Instead,
the senseisthat a Christian will not remaininthe
practice of sin.

A second point of thisscriptureisthet God's
Spirit islike sperm. It impregnates Chrigtiansand
enablesusnot to sin. We are empowered not tosin
by God's"seed” (Greek sperma), which livesinus.
Cannot inthe Greek does not mean can never, asit
isoften used in English. Rather, it meansenabled or
empowered not to sin. Thisis encouraging news—
that we can, with God'shelp, overcomesin!

Nevertheless, in practice how do we go about
rooting out Sin? It isnot assmpleasasking for
more of God's Spirit and Sitting back tordlax as
God somehow miraculoudy and ingtantaneoudy
nullifies our trespasses. We have work to do and
must make a.conscientious effort while God's Spirit
continuesto empower and reinforce our efforts.

In Ephesians4 Paul presentsan easy-to-under-
stand formulafor change. Heillustratesthe method
with severd examples sowemay dearly understand
whet isinvolved in overcoming Sn. Whenwe exam-
inetheseverses, we natice three depswe must teke
to shift fromasinful lifeto onethat properly repre-




sents God' sworking with and withinus. If
wemissany one of these seps, changeeither
cannot take place or will remainincomplete.

Paul’singtruction regarding overcoming
sinisto“put off, concerning your former
conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
according to the deceitful lugts, and be
renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that
you put on the new man which was crested
according to God, inrighteousness and true
holiness’ (Ephesians 4:22-24).

Out with the old

Thefirst step, saysPaul, isto” put off . . .
theold man.” Todothiswemust redizetha
our nature, theold man, isour carnd, sdifish
nature, which lives hodtileto God (Romans
8.7). Our unconverted human heart will not
obey God (Deuteronomy 5:29) andisin
God'seyes* decatful” and “desperately
wicked” (Jeremiah 17:9). Our sdf-centered
way of sninexorably earnsusdesth
(Proverbs 14:12; 16:25; Romans 6:23).

The"old man” to whom Paul referredis
both our unconverted mind and the individ-
ud actsof anthat spring fromit. He, the
old man, must be put to asymboalic death
through the weaters of baptism (Romans
6:1-4). Spiritually, we must lay the ax to the
root so thet the evil treewith its corrupt fruit
will cease producing sin.

Over time God can work with theworst
of us, Hecan free usfrom the many sinsthat
imprison us—sinstha we may fed wecan
never overcome. We can bereleased from
the myriad bondsthet ensnare usand hold
us captive, even as Gulliver was held captive
by Lilliputianswith hundreds of tiny ropes
asdescribed in Jonathan Swift' sGulliver's
Travels. We can be free, even though now
weliehdplessdy caught inthecords of sin
(Proverbs5:22).

God, in granting us repentance and rec-
onciling usto Himsdlf by the deeth of His
Son, wipesout our past sinsand givesusthe
help we need to overcome.

With God's help we are progressively
liberated from awrong way of lifethat Paul
described as davery (Romans 6:16). To
break free of endavement we must “put
to desth” our “memberswhich are onthe
earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, whichisidolatry”
(Colossans 3:5).

Aswe study God'sWord, we seeour Shs
reveded to us. The Scriptureshelp usiden-
tify changeswe must make. TheWord of
God, if welet it, powerfully cutsand pene-
tratesto the core of our being“andisadis-
cerner of thethoughts and intents of the

heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

Aswegive oursalvesto the penetrating
light of God'sWord, God helps usidentify
our wrong practices and thoughts. We must
turn away from them and adopt godly
thoughts and perform godly works. But we
cannot doit alone.

Having begun to identify what we need
to change, with God'sWord and His Spirit
we can ask God for the help to overcome.
We need to gtir up God's gift of His Spirit
within us (2 Timothy 1:6). That Spirit can
renew usevery day and will empower our
new naturefor the successful fight against
gn (2 Corinthians 4:16). By this Spirit we
can “put to death the deeds of the body”
(Romans8:13).

Many fail intheir fight againgt Sn by
attempting to overcomeit by their own
strength rether than relying on God's Spirit.

(verse 25). Someone cameto meonce and
admitted he had aproblem with lying. |
quipped that | wasn't sure | could believe
him. After dl, whenisaliar not aliar?He
doesn't top being aliar just because he
keeps hismouth shut. Hemay bealiar
between lies, soto gpeek. Theonly way a
liar can demondtrate proof of achangein
character isto“ spesk truth with hisneigh-
bor” (sameverss). Hemust put off theold
by putting on the new.

When aformer liar begins consistently
totell thetruth, hisold waysof prevarica:
tion beginto shrivel up and die. Thisishow
God's Spirit helps us overcome.

Paul ligsanother example, thet of stedl-
ing. Whenisathief not athief? Someone
who isnot stedling something may be only
athief between jobs. The only demonstrable
proof thet athief has changed hiswaysishis

God can work with the worst of us; He can free us from the many
sins that imprison us—sins that we may feel we can never overcome.

Paul acknowledges this human deficiency.
Heknew full well theimpact of the law of
human nature and conduct. “. . . Evil is
present with me, the onewho willsto do
good,” hewrote (Romans 7:21). Thisscrip-
ture describes the struggl e of Paul’s—and
every Chrigtian's—corrupt naturewith his
new godly nature.

Itisthrough Jesus Chrit, through His
sacrificefor snand by Hisnature dwelling
in us(Gdatians 2:20), thet we can livea
new, godly life. We can be redeemed “from
every lawlessdeed” and purified as* His
own specia people, zedlousfor good
works’ (Titus2:14). With God'shelpwe
can overcome.

In with the new

If weonly put off the old man, the
process of overcoming isincomplete. A
Chrigianlifeisalife of changes. We may
haveidentified what iswrong: theungodly
characterigtics of the old man. Wemay have
goneto God to ask for more of Hishelpto
change. Yet now comesthe hard part: We
must, with God's help, incorporate the posi-
tivetraitsthat arethe opposite of theflaws
we haveidentified. Paul described thisas
“ put[ting] onthe newman” (Ephesians
4:24) with dl itsgodly attributes. \We must
focus our attention and effort on the godly
behavior we desireto practice.

We must concentrate on the positive to
eliminate the negative. Thisiswhere the
examples Paul uses are so instructive and
clear, asin hisfirst example of lying

garting to do the opposite. Sedingissmply
theact of unlawfully getting and taking. The
oppostetratisgiving. God can help athief
tolearn towork “thet he may have some-
thing to givehim who hasneed” (verse 28).

Destructive or constructive words?

Paul citesyet another example of theway
we communicate. Our tongueis often an
accurateindicator of our dominant nature,
whether good or bad. Jesus Chrigt noted that
“out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks’ (Matthew 12:34). Jamestdlsusthat
the unbridled tongueis“aworld of iniquity”
(James 3:6).

Keeping slent so that no corrupt commu-
nication dipsout may beagtepintheright
direction. But keeping your mouth shut is
not at al proof that your nature has changed.
After dl, “even afool iscounted wisewhen
heholdshispeace”’ (Proverbs 17:28). Your
nature has fundamenta ly changed when
you begin using your tonguein apositive
way. “Let no corrupt communication pro-
ceed out of your mouth, but whet isgood
for necessary edification, that it may impart
gracetothe hearer” (Ephesians4:29).

To overcome thewrong use of speech,
we need to ask God to help us concentrate
on encouraging and building up someone
instead of tearing him down. Let your
words spring from “awdl of life’ (Proverbs
10:11). Makeyour tak as*“choicesiver”
(Proverbs 10:20). We should pray for God
to let our speech be* dwayswith grace,

Continued on page E16
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What Is True Sincerity?

What is true sincerity? Do you have it? Do you need it?

In ancient Corinth
dishonest merchants
used wax and paint to

deceitfully conceal

cracks and flaws in
their pottery. What
does wax in a piece of

El4

pottery have to do
with our lives
as Christians?

by Bill Butler

neday Alexis, ayoung man of the ancient
city of Corinth, was pouring hot water
into acolorful clay vessd. It began to lesk
and then suddenly broke gpart in hishands,
spilling its contents on hisfeet. Looking closdly at
the broken pottery, he discovered that the clay was
mixed with wax.

When the hot water melted thewax, it reveded
theinferior qudity of the vessdl. Alexis had
bought a piece of junk.

Corinth wasfamousin itsday for itsfine pot-
tery. However, many dishonest merchants plied
that trade. If avessdl were cracked, some deceitful
potterswould melt wax and carefully wedge it
between the cracks. They would then skillfully
paint over the flaw soiit couldn’t be noticed by an
unsuspecting customey.

Careful shoppersfound they could exposethe
cracks by holding the pottery up to bright sunlight.
They could see the flaws under the paint in much
the same way an X-ray device might work.

What doeswax in apiece of pottery haveto do
with our lives as Chrigtians?

We can draw an analogy from thissimple
account that appliesto every Christian'slife.

A man or woman of God is sometimes referred
tointhe Scriptures asavessd, asin one of the
apostle Paul’slettersto Timothy. We are to be
“avessd for honor, sanctified and useful for the
Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Timo-
thy 2:21). God says Heisthe potter and we are
the clay Heisforming into His vessdls (Romans
9:21-23; Isaiah 29:16).

Covering faults

The practice of covering up poor workmanship
with wax was common in Corinthin New Testa-
ment times. Perhaps Paul had thisin mind when
he wrote to the Corinthian church concerning the
Feest of Unleavened Bread: “ Thereforelet uskeep
the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleav-
ened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians
5:8, emphasis added throughot).

The meaning of the Greek word likrinia trans-
lated “sincerity” is“purity.” IntheBibleitisusedin
referring to purity of motive. Sncere gppearstwo
timesinthe King JamesVerson. Sncerdly appears
threetimes and sincerity 10 times. They aretrans-
lated from Greek words meaning “genuing” “with-
out deceit,” “unmixed” and “ unedulterated.”
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The English word sincereisagood trandation
of the original Greek. Thisword in English
comesfrom two Latin words, sin-eand cere. Sn-
e smply meanswithout, and cere meanswax. So
sincere can mean literally “without wax” (John
Ciardi, Browser’s Dictionary and Native's Guide
to the Unknown American Language, Harper &
Row, New York, 1980, p. 360). An honest mer-
chant in the ancient city of Corinth when present-
ing his product to a buyer might say that it wasa
sincere piece of pottery.

When you buy ajar of honey, it may say PURE
HONEY on the label. Honey is considered pureif
the beeswax has been removed. The little pieces of
wax from the beehive have been strained out. Pure
honey is honey without wax. It would be techni-
cally correct to call it sincere honey. Pure honey is
not mixed with wax.

In the case of honey, the wax wasn't deliber-
ately placed there; it was dready there because of
theway the beesmade it. But its presence lessens
the purity of the honey.

Wax in building materials

In ancient times unscrupul ous workmen some-
times used wax in congtruction of buildings. This
lowered the quality of the product and deceived
the buyer.

Many impressive buildings stood in the city of
Corinth. It wasagreat commercial center, ahub
of trade and industry, a progperous city. Much
congtruction took place during the time the apostle
Paul visited there.

Huge marble pillars were commonly seen as
both support and adornment in public buildings.
Some stoneworkers of the day lapsed into the
habit of producing inferior marbleto increase
their profits. They would use wax to get around
the time-consuming process of polishing the mar-
ble surfaces. They would give apillar arough
polish and then rub wax into the cracks, the areas
of imperfection, making it look smooth and shiny.
It looked like expensive work—until thefirst
unusualy hot summer day.

Aswith the potters of the day, an honest stone-
mason would refer to hiswork asasincere col-
umn; that is, one without wax.

Chrigtians are compared to abuilding. We read
in 1 Corinthians 6:19 that “your body isthe tem-
pleof the Holy Spirit” We as Chrigtiansareto
cometo Chrigt “asto aliving stone, rejected
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indeed by men, but chosen by God and
precious, you aso, asliving stones, are
being built up aspiritua house...” (1
Peter 2:4-5).

Notice how God wantsusto build this
spiritud house “. .. Laying asdedl mdlice,
and all guile, and hypocrises, and envies,
and dll evil speakings, as newborn babes,
desirethe sincere milk of theword, thet ye
may grow thereby” (verses 1-2, King James
Verson). MerriamWebgter's Collegiate
Dictionary ligsone of the definitions of sin-
cerity as"freedom from hypocrisy.”

The Chrigtianisexpected to live alife of
sincerity. Paul prayed “that your love may
abound” and “that you may be sincere and
without offensetill the day of Chrigt, being
filled with the fruits of righteousness. . ”
(Philippians 1:.9-11).

What can we learn from these analogies
that will help us*“abound” by growingin
sincerity?

Two ways to reveal wax

Let's consider the pottery analogy. Did
you notice the two ways of discovering
poor workmanship by the deceptive use
of wax? One way isto expose the vessel
to sunlight. A second method isto expose
it to heat. You can then reveal the crack
by melting thewax iniit.

A wise shopper in Corinth would buy a

Is the pottery flawless or did an unscrupulous workman fill flaws
and cracks with wax, then paint over the defects? In ancient Cor-

piece of pottery only after holding it up to
the sunlight so he could seethrough the
layer of paint on the surface.

Thevessd (the Christian) must look for
thewax (the insincerity) by holding hislife
up to the light shed by the Word of God.
God Himsdlf is compared to thesun. In
Psalm 84:11 we seethat “the Lorp God is
asun and shield” (seeaso Isaiah 60:19-
20). Godislight (1 John 1:5) and the
source of light. “ Every good gift and every
perfect gift isfrom above, and comesdown
from the Father of lights. . " (James 1:17).

Revealed by sunlight

Notice what Paul saysto the saintsat
Philippi. He prayed “that your love may
abound 4till more and morein knowledge
and dl discernment, that you may approve
[tedt] thethingsthat are excellent, that you
may be sincere and without offensetill the
day of Chrigt ... (Philippians 1:9-10).

The English word approve here comes
from aGreek word that meansto judge or
test for genuineness by sunlight or to
examine by therays of the sun. “Genuine-
ness’ isone of the many definitions of the
word sincerity.

You've no doubt heard phrases such as
“1 can see through that person’s motives,”
or “I can seeright through what heistrying
todo.” Maybe these sayings hed their ori-

gininthetesting of pottery for itssincerity
by sunlight.

Do welook for theflawsin our charac-
ter by holding ourselves up to the light of
the Word of God? Do wereslly desireto
know thetruth about our character? God's
Word will reved it to us.

Our wesknesses can be exposed by the
truelight. Paul, in another epistle, tellsus
that “al thingsthat are exposed are made
manifest by thelight .. " (Ephesians 5:13).

A Chrigtian must judge his conduct
every day by the light of God'sWord. We
read that God'sWord isalamp to our feet
and alight to our path (Psalm 119:105),
and God's commands are “alamp, and the
law islight; reproofs of instruction are the
way of life’ (Proverbs 6:23). Weare“all
sons of light and sons of the day. We are
not of the night nor of darkness’ (1 Thes-
salonians 5:5).

Sincerity and truth

The scripture wereed earlier from 1 Cor-
inthians 5 told uswe are not to be leavened
with the leaven of malice and wickedness,
but to srive for the unleavened bread of sin-
cerity and truth (verse 8).

Asimportant assincerity is, wemust dso
live according to the truth. That truth comes
fromtheHoly Scriptures. Chrigtis“theway,
thetruth, and thelife’ (John 14:6).

inth, buyers were careful to look for “sincere” pottery—vessels
that were pure and well made and could stand the test of use.
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Millions of people have many of the
traits of sincerity we have discussed here,
but they do not know the truth about them-
selves because they have rgjected the
sourceof al truth. They cannot understand
true sincerity. Thisapplies even to many
outwardly religious people.

Blindnessto insincerity will afflict any
of usif wedon’t allow God'sWord to lead
us. A Gospel writer showsusthat thesin-
cereworship of many isin vain because
they are“laying aside the commandment
of God” and “hold thetradition of men”
(Mark 7:8). God tells us that those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth (John 4:24).

Revealed by heat

Wax can berevealed asecond way:
exposureto heat. Thisis not dwaysthe
most pleasant way. Remember what hap-
pened toAlexis.

God is described metgphoricaly asfire
(Deuteronomy 4:24; Revelation 1:14). He
often hel psus come to see our character
flaws by exposing them to heet. He dlows
thetrialsin our livesto act asthisfire. He
alowstrials so that you, through “the gen-
uineness of your faith, being much more
preciousthan gold that perishes, thoughiit
istested by fire, may befound to praise,
honor, and glory ..." (1 Peter 1.7).

Our true character is often revealed in
our handling of thetrialswe face. We see
aperson’s mettle when the heat’son. This
should not frighten us. God often uses our
trialsto reveal our weaknesses and show
us what we need to overcome. “ Beloved,
do not think it strange concerning the
fiery trial whichistotry you,” wrote the
apostle Peter, “as though some strange
thing happened to you; but rejoice to the
extent that you partake of Christ’s suffer-
ings, that when His glory isrevealed, you
may also be glad with exceeding joy”

(1 Peter 4:12-13).

But Paul warns usthat “ each one’ swork
will become clear; for the Day will declare
it, becauseit will berevealed by fire; and
thefirewill test each one swork, of what
sortitis. If anyone'swork which he has
built on it endures, hewill recelve areward.
If anyone’swork isburned, hewill suffer
loss; but he himsdlf will be saved, yet so
asthroughfire” (1 Corinthians 3:13-15).

God will dedl with thesinsof whole
nations by heet and fire. “ For behold,”
wrote the prophet Micah, “the LorD is
coming out of Hisplace; Hewill come
down and tread on the high places of the
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earth. The mountainswill melt under Him,
and the valleyswill split likewax before
thefire, like waters poured down asteep
place. All thisisfor the transgression of
Jecob and for the sins of the house of
Israd” (Micah 1:3-5).

Thisretribution will be the result of
mankind's attempts to cover up itssins
with the wax of hypocrisy, deceit and
guile. “And thisisthe condemnation, that
the light has comeinto theworld, and
men loved darknessrather than light,
because their deeds were evil. For every-
one practicing evil hates the light and does
not cometo the light, lest his deeds should
be exposed” (John 3:19-20). “Hewho
covershissinswill not prosper . . .”
(Proverbs 28:13).

If we don't try to wax over our sins, and
if wedo our part with God's hep to remove
the wax, we will have nothing to fear from
thetest of heat and firewhen it comes.

Get rid of wax

Remember the ana ogy of the honey. We
saw that the wax was not put there deliber-
ately. It was dready present becausethat’s
the way the beesmakeit.

The sameistrue of human nature. Much
wax needsto be put out of our livessmply
becausewe are human. “ The heart is deceit-
ful aboveal things, and desperately
wicked; who canknow it?’ (Jeremiah 17:9)

Paul knew about the naturd mind of
man; “. .. Thecarnd mind isenmity
againgt God; for it isnot subject to the law
of God, nor indeed can be’ (Romans8:7).

The scripture we began within 1 Cor-
inthians 5 tellsusthat we areto “keep the
feast” with “the unleavened bread of Sin-
cerity and truth” (verse 8). Thefegtival
referred to hereisthe Feast of Unleavened
Bread. God appointed thisfeast to be kept
forever by Hispeople (see Leviticus 23:6-
8; 2 Timothy 3:16). It picturesthe need for
Chrigtiansto put out leaven by turning
away fromsin.

Ultimately al our deeds must stand up
under the clear light of day and the scrutiny
of the Sun spoken of in Psalm 84:11. Every
work will bejudged for authenticity by that
ultimate source of light, Jesus Chrigt.

Then wewill beready when “the Lord
comes, who will both bring to light the hid-
den things of darkness and reved the coun-
selsof the hearts. Then each on€'spraise
will comefrom God” (1 Corinthians 4:5).

Let'sdo our part to removethewax of
ingincerity from our character and life, and
our praisewill comefrom God. GN

Overcome

Continued from page E13

seasoned with sdt” (Colossans 4:6).

Likewise, consder the contrast in behav-
ior mentioned in Ephesians 4:31-32. Wecan
rid oursdves of our basetraits by concen-
trating on upright characterigtics. Wecan
apply the principle of these smple pointsto
every aspect of our behavior. Apply thisfor-
mulaand, with God's help, change becomes
at long ladt redidticaly possble.

Which force will be with you?

Two somewhat obscure verses appear
in this section of Scripture that should now
make sense. When we indulge the nature
of the old man with al its corrupt prac-
tices, we"“ grievethe Holy Spirit” (verse
30) and “ give placeto the devil” (verse
27). Perhaps now we can understand that
God's Spirit cannot dwell or work inan
aien environment of lying, steding and
corrupt communication and attitudes,
whereas Satan thrivesin such surround-
ings and indeed encourages them.

On the other hand, when we put onthe
behavior of the new man, the opposite atti-
tude prevails. Satan hates godly behavior
and cannot remain long in such asetting.
God's Spirit, however, flourishesin aperson
wholivesagodly life.

All thisbeautifully illugtrates some sm-
pleyet profound truths: If you “submit to
God” and “resg thedevil,” hewill fleefrom
you (James4:7). “Walk in the spirit, and you
shdl not fulfill the lust of theflesh” (Gaa
tians 5:16). We can removetheair froma
glassby filling it with water. Likewisewe
canrid ourslves of corrupt human nature
by filling our life with the nature of God and
its many wonderful attributes.

Thegood newsisthat by the grace of
God we can overcomesin. Thet doesnot
mean wewill never Snagain, because as
long aswe are physicd we are subject to
human weekness. However, we need not
become discouraged in the face of our sins.
Indeed, we should rejoice that we are mind-
ful of them, becausethis awvareness provides
thefirst step toward their eradication.

God helps us recognize our misdeeds.
Through the power of His Spirit working
in uswe are strengthened, encouraged and
filled with hopein our battle againg Sin,
knowing that our victory isassured. When
we put off the old man, arerenewed inthe
spirit of our mind and put on the new man,
wewill ultimately overcomesin. Itis
inevitable! GN



