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e’re here to help. A major purpose of 
The Good News magazine is to share 
with you practical, workable solutions to the problems 

of everyday life. 
One area that defi nitely needs help is the family. The over-

whelming pressures against it seem insurmountable. The family is 
surrounded and beleaguered on all fronts, from media to fi nances 
to school and fi nally by the subtle undermining of culture. Can 
these infl uences be counteracted? 

Media pressures are enormous. Television is slowly but surely 
poisoning the family with amoral infl uences and toxic trends that 
redefi ne family roles even as they destroy them. Traditional family 
values are ridiculed while single life is promoted as the modern 
norm. Father once knew best; now he’s lucky to be noticed—and 
when he is, he’s often the object of ridicule. 

Movies, music and television undermine traditional values by 
promoting sex, drugs and violence. Boys are encouraged to wear 

gang clothing; girls are infl uenced to wear next to none. 
Educational systems subvert traditional values by removing 

God and godly morals from the classroom and replacing them 
with evolution, simultaneously ridiculing religion and morality. 
As if TV, movies and music weren’t bad enough infl uences, sex 
education and free birth control in schools only encourage sexual 
activity and experimentation even more. Condoms, not control, 
is the message children are given. 

Sadly, it only gets worse as our teens grow up and go away to 
college or university. There, away from home, overwhelmingly 
liberal faculties (not to mention overwhelming social pressures) 
continue a subtle, subversive assault on traditional family values. 

What’s the end result of this witches’ brew of antifamily fac-
tors? Nearly half of U.S. marriages now end in divorce. Increas-
ingly, many couples never even bother to marry. Precious babies 
grow up in almost-families; kids are never quite sure that Mom 
or Dad won’t move out or be replaced by a new live-in lover. 

Remarkably, some government policies and programs actually 
penalize marriage. Married couples may face higher tax rates sim-
ply because they’re married (the “marriage penalty”), while some 
antipoverty programs and even social security punish those who 
marry by cutting benefi ts. 

The One who created marriage and the family (Genesis 2:24) 
says that human beings, left to their own human reasoning, are 
headed to self-destruction (see, for example, Genesis 6:5-6; Prov-
erbs 16:25; Matthew 24:21-22). The prophet Jeremiah tells us that 
human nature, the same nature that creates and perpetuates all 
external and internal family pressures, is incurable (Jeremiah 17:9). 

However, our Creator can change human nature, and with His 
help you can have a direct hand in changing it! When it is changed, 
many of these pressures on the family will be reduced signifi cantly.

How can we counteract these very real, very dangerous pres-
sures on the family? We encourage you to read the information in 
this issue and then put it to work in your life. Your family can win 
the war being waged against it!

                                                    —Jerold Aust, Senior writer
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   Will the Family Survive?

One area that defi nitely needs help is the 
family. The overwhelming pressures 
against it seem insurmountable. 
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t wasn’t all that long ago that the 
typical American family was very dif-
ferent from that of today. They had 
no second (or third) automobiles, no 
home entertainment systems, no cell 
phones. Some had no television, and 

those that did often received only one or 
two stations.

And there were a lot more things they 
didn’t have, either—such as drug prob-
lems, rampant sexual promiscuity, huge 
numbers of broken homes, violent schools 
and crime-infested neighborhoods.

People worked long hours helping their 
families make a living and keeping food 
on the table. Family entertainment often 
amounted to eating a cold watermelon 
on a warm day or making ice cream from 
scratch. Most families spent much more 
time together then. Parents showed their 
children love—not by showering them 
with money and things but by giving them 
of their time and lives. 

When relaxing in the evening watching 
television, family members often watched 
together. “Family hours” programming on 
TV really meant something—programs the 
entire family could watch together. 

Many parents also would read to their 
children—children’s stories and stories 
from the Bible. Sometimes the family 
would pray by the bedside together. 

Voices in the wilderness

It seems that those days are long gone. 
Some counselors note that many families 
today are narcissistic, meaning that they 
are so caught up in themselves that they 
seem to be pursuing the American day-
dream rather than the American dream 
(see “The Culture of Narcissism,” page 
6). Everyone wants something for nothing; 
isn’t that what TV teaches? 

Indeed, modern media bears heavy 
responsibility in this. More than street 
drugs, random sex and violence, the subtle, 
degrading effects of the media are steadily 

undermining the family. Certainly there are 
voices crying out against the destructive 
effects of mass media.  

The late comedian, talk-show host, 
musician and author Steve Allen wrote 52 
published books on a variety of subjects. 
Perhaps his most effective was his last, Vul-
garians at the Gate: Trash TV and Raunch 
Radio—Raising the Standards of Popular 
Culture (2001). In this book, Mr. Allen 
discusses the role of mass media in endan-
gering the family. Who better to admonish 
media than Mr. Media himself? 

Mr. Allen’s book lays bare the unembar-
rassed and amoral attempt of the media to 
undermine and erode the family by produc-
ing all kinds of lewd scenes on prime-time 
television. Sexual innuendos and fi lthy lan-
guage are common fare in television series, 
even those aired during the family hours. 
Writers and producers are continually 
testing the waters to see what mainstream 

society will allow and endure. 
About a decade earlier, movie critic and 

author Michael Medved, now a popular 
radio talk-show host, alarmed many people 
with his exposé on how Hollywood has set 
itself against traditional American stan-
dards and values. In his book Hollywood 
vs. America: Popular Culture and the War 
on Traditional Values (1992), he gets to the 
heart of the matter. 

In a section of his book titled “The 
Assault on the Family,” he wrote of popular 
culture’s “clearly demonstrated and uncom-
promising contempt for conventional 
family values.” 

“The music industry shamelessly pro-
motes promiscuity, motion pictures focus 
relentlessly on family dysfunction and 
divorce, while television programs broad-
cast the deadly message that kids know 
better than their doltish and irrelevant 
parents,” he explained.

4     The Good News
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You Can Win 
the War Against the Family
Modern pop culture is robbing children of their innocence while undermining their character 
growth by addicting them to random violence, fi lthy language and explicit sex. In spite of this 
subtle brainwashing, you can still win the war being waged against your family.

by Jerold Aust

Sexual innuendos and fi lthy language are common fare in tele-
vision series, even those aired during the family hours. Writers 
and producers are continually testing the waters to see what 
mainstream society will allow and endure.
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“. . . The contrast between private con-
tentment and public pessimism that shows 
up in major polls mirrors the huge chasm 
between our own view of the world and 
Hollywood’s—between the relatively 
happy real-life experience of most Ameri-
can families and the grim and poisonous 
visions that regularly emerge from the 
entertainment industry. Those antifamily 
images have become so deeply ingrained 
in our national consciousness that few 
Americans can summon the courage or the 
strength to dismiss them as the destructive 

distortions that they are” (p. 96). 

Modern media reshaping the mind 

We live in an age of discordant, corrupt-
ing entertainment. In decades past, many 

parents enjoyed relatively clean entertain-
ment when attending a theater or stage 
show, if they had the time and money. 
True, some relatively moral entertainment 
exists today, but it’s increasingly diffi cult 
to fi nd. The ratio of redeemable to raunchy 
entertainment has changed dramatically 
in the past few decades. 

Some parents are becoming aware of 
blatant media decadence. As Mr. Medved 
wrote in the beginning of his book: “Amer-
ica’s long-running romance with Holly-
wood is over. As a nation, we no longer 
believe that popular culture enriches our 
lives. Few of us view the show business 
capital as a magical source of uplifting 
entertainment, romantic inspiration, 
or even harmless fun. 

“Instead, tens of millions of Americans 
now see the entertainment industry as an 
all-powerful enemy, an alien force that 
assaults our most cherished values and cor-
rupts our children. The dream factory has 
become the poison factory. 

“The leaders of the industry refuse to 
acknowledge this rising tide of alienation 
and hostility. They dismiss anyone who 
dares to question the impact of the enter-
tainment they produce as a ‘right-wing 
extremist’ or a ‘religious fanatic.’ They 
self-righteously assert their own right to 
unfettered free expression while condemn-
ing as ‘fringe groups’ all organizations 
that plead for some sense of restraint 
or responsibility” (p. 3). 

That was written more than a decade 
ago. Today we fi nd that the entertainment 
industry hasn’t changed its basic thrust. 

Programs such as Sex and the City have 
openly discussed and depicted all kinds 
of lurid sexual situations. The series fi rst 
aired on cable TV because, as its producer 
explained, “I wanted to do an R-rated 
show about adult sexual relationships that 
had no kind of censorship, moralizing, 
or judgment” (quoted by Allen, p. 50). 

While that series glamorized sexual 
promiscuity, another series, The Sopranos, 
glamorized Mafi a activities. Countless 
other series have introduced gay characters 
in an overt attempt to portray homosexual-
ity as normal and equivalent to any other 
lifestyle. 

Renowned clinical psychologist and 
TV talk-show host Dr. Phil McGraw, in his 
book Family First, discusses the degrading 
infl uence of media: “A huge infl uence is 
the massive media machine—fi ve hundred 
TV channels, the Internet, the radio, the 
newspapers. If you don’t think so, just con-
sider the now-unequivocal evidence that 

violent television and fi lms, video games 
and music increase aggressive and violent 
behavior in children, teenagers and even 
adults” (2004, p. 8). 

Children have great diffi culty evaluat-
ing what’s good and what’s bad for them. 
That’s where we parents come in. 

Origin of the war against the family 

The war being waged against families 
and children isn’t new. In fact, it has been 
going on since the very fi rst family was 
formed on earth—the family consisting 
of Adam, Eve, Cain and Abel. 

They had no television, no magazines 
and no movies to seduce and addict Adam 
and Eve’s sons. Yet Cain murdered his own 
brother and pleaded innocence before His 
Creator (Genesis 4:8-9). Still, Cain didn’t 
murder his brother alone; other factors 
played a big role in this sad event. 

What were these factors, and how do 
they play a role in the war against the 
family today?

Human nature is a consistent factor 
not just in the war on the family, but in 
all human relationships. Jesus Christ said 
that human nature is a mix of human good 
and evil (Luke 11:13). The evil part of 
our human nature didn’t come from God 
(Genesis 1:31). Instead, because we were 
created with freedom of choice, we often 
willingly choose evil because it appears 
more appealing to us (compare Ephesians 
2:1-3). 

Adam and Eve learned this the hard 
way. Humankind hasn’t looked back since, 
assuming that human reasoning is the best 
and only nature there is. This, of course, 
isn’t true (Proverbs 14:12). 

Because today’s mass media appeal so 
strongly to our baser instincts and cravings, 
they are a powerful motivator and shaper of 
our thoughts, attitudes and habits (compare 
Romans 7:18-23). Inevitably this spills 
over into our families and relationships 
with others.

Another factor also plays a major role—
Satan the devil. Few people understand 
his infl uence, yet it is so powerful that 
the Bible refers to him as “the god of this 
age” (2 Corinthians 4:4). He is this world’s 
unseen ruler at this time.

What most parents don’t know is that 
this evil being is out to destroy mankind 
(1 Peter 5:8). If he can’t infl uence us to kill 
one another through warfare, violence and 
crime, he’ll make us miserable in any way 
he can—including through the destruction 
of normal marriage and family relation-
ships. And the evidence shows he’s been 

Today’s Music: 
What’s the Message 
to Our Kids? 

In Vulgarians at the Gate (2001), author Steve 
Allen shared with his readers the sadistic brutal-

ity of some rap lyrics. For example, the Geto Boys 
wrote the song “Mind of a Lunatic.” The rapper’s 
lyrics speak of a woman who was abducted by the 
rapper, dragged back into her house and raped at 
knifepoint. Though she begged for her life, the 
rapper killed her and molested her corpse. 

Mr. Allen then discusses the philosophi-
cal argument as to whether this cultural fare is 
acceptable or whether it’s dangerous and destruc-
tive. Obviously Mr. Allen—himself the author of 
thousands of song lyrics and the score for several 
musicals—was very much opposed to it. 

Under the assumption that no children would 
be reading his book, he felt “it is important to 
include at least a few all-too-typical examples 
of the genre so that there can be no doubt as 
to what is at issue. Today’s purposely offensive 
material is much closer to men’s room graffi ti 
than to the art practiced by America’s best song-
poets” (pp. 250-251). 

Then Allen shares the fi lthy, obscene and lewd 
lyrics of 2 Live Crew from the 1991 CD As Nasty 
as They Wanna Be. The cesspool lyrics, unprint-
able in The Good News, detail illicit sex and a 
complete lack of respect for human life. Regret-
tably, such obscene, violent, misogynist lyrics are 
all too common in what passes for music today. 

Movie critic Michael Medved offers samples of 
similarly disgusting and degrading messages on 
pages 97-105 of his landmark 1992 book Holly-
wood vs. America: Popular Culture and the War 
on Traditional Values. 

Parents who care about their children will 
screen their media diet and will teach their chil-
dren by word and example a much healthier way 
to think and live.
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remarkably successful. Of course, our own 
selfi sh nature and cravings play right into 
his hands.

Creating the best family environment

You can protect and nurture your family 
in down-to-earth, practical ways. Help-
ful books such as Dr. Phil’s Family First 
identify practical steps in building a strong 
family. But no book is better when it comes 
to protecting and nurturing the family than 
God’s Word, the Holy Bible. Here, then, 
are some practical, effective steps we can 
take to protect and nurture our families, 
using the very best manual as our guide.

• Put God fi rst (Matthew 6:33). God says 
that He must come fi rst in our lives for us 
to reap the blessings of a successful family. 
How do we put Him fi rst? We honor God 
by keeping His laws. 

This may be an unpopular concept 
in today’s societies. But consider this: 
You and I keep the laws of the land auto-
matically, do we not? Why, then, must 
we assume it’s too diffi cult to obey 
God’s laws? 

We honor the rules we fi nd in an auto-
mobile manual to help our cars run better 
and last longer. So why would we spurn 
the very manual God gives us so our fami-
lies can run more smoothly? Don’t let the 
god of this world continue to fool you into 
thinking that the true God’s laws are too 
hard for us to keep. 

• Secondly, love your children in the way 
God defi nes love (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). 
It’s one thing to say you love your children, 
but it’s quite another to show them and 
tell them. 

Personal example speaks much louder 
than words (James 1:22-25), so if the 
parental example is poor, the child can be 
damaged for a lifetime. A good parental 
example can help your child grow up in a 
positive environment, able to withstand the 
many battles waged against him or her. 

• Third, show a genuine interest in 
your children. Parents can throw money 
at their children and presume this is a good 
thing. Yet people who do this usually wind 
up with spoiled, disrespectful and uncon-
trollable brats. Your children need some-
thing far more valuable than money—they 
need you! 

• Fourth, communicate with your chil-
dren, keeping in mind where they’re com-
ing from. The old saying that children 
should be seen and not heard is wrong. 
Just the opposite works best: They should 
be heard so the parents can discern what 
kind of example they are setting and what 

values they are imparting. Children will 
often refl ect what they see in the parent’s 
example. 

Of course, they are going to pick up 
wrong habits from other students at school 
and from friends. Still, parents infl uence 
their children more than anyone else or any 
other institution, especially during their 
most formative years. 

Studies show that by age 5, 80 percent 
of a child’s future outlook and values 
have been set. These formative years are 
the most pliable; these are the years that 
attentive and sensitive parents set their 
children’s future for good. Teach your chil-
dren in these formative years. Read good 
literature to them. 

• Fifth, add humor to your family’s 
life. Sometimes parents take themselves 
too seriously. Adding a little humor here 
and there is helpful to the family. Life is 
serious enough and families have to face 
plenty of trials regardless of their situ-
ation. Humor is like the spice of life. It 
helps to balance out the tediousness of life 
and gives children a healthier perspective 
toward their future. 

• Sixth, be directly involved in your 
children’s lives. They need their parents 

to pray with them, read the Bible with them 
and talk about God’s way. Parents should 
give children the gift of an intimacy with 
God by including them in their prayers, 
especially during their formative years. 

One couple I know laid their children 
on the bed as one or both prayed kneeling 
beside it. Their children absorbed a natural 
intimacy with God before they could even 
talk, hearing their dad and mom pray 
to God regularly that way. 

• Finally, parents, monitor your chil-
dren’s media. See what they’re watching 
on TV, listen to their music, check out the 
games they’re playing. If you allow your 
children to watch prime-time TV and it’s 
a little dicey here and there, watch it with 
them and offer a balanced perspective on 
what you see. If it gets too bad, turn it off 
or turn to another program that the whole 
family can watch. 

My wife and I always talked with our 
son and daughter about TV programs 
while they were on, asking them ques-
tions about what they saw. Your children 
will still look to you if you provide them 
the loving concern and care they so des-
perately need in a world set against your 
family’s welfare. 

Fight the good fi ght

The stakes in this battle against the fam-
ily are high. Modern popular culture is 
robbing our children of their innocence 
while undermining their character growth 
through a steady diet of violence, foul 
language and explicit sex. 

Thankfully, you can still win the war 
being waged against your family if you 
create the best family environment pos-
sible. In a successful family, the parents 
put God fi rst, applying practical principles 
to help prepare their children to enjoy 
happy and productive lives. Get to work 
now to win the war being waged on your 
family!  GN

 Recommended Reading
The Bible is packed with practi-
cal, timeless guidance on the 
major issues of life. We’ve gath-
ered some of its best advice 
on marriage, parenting, family 
issues, career, fi nances, friend-
ships and more into a practical, 
full-color guide called Making 
Life Work. Why not request your 
free copy today? 

Contact any of our offi ces listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org

The Culture 
of Narcissism

In Greek mythology, Narcissus was a young man 
who fell in love with his own refl ection in a pool 

of water. It is from his name that we get the word 
narcissism, a love for oneself. 

Christopher Lasch, author of The Culture of 
Narcissism: American Life in an Age of Diminish-
ing Expectations, contends that consumerism has 
gotten a lock on the American psyche through 
the drowning in momentary pleasures and trivial 
pursuits. 

“The pursuit of self-interest, formerly identifi ed 
with the rational pursuit of gain and the accumula-
tion of wealth, has become a search for pleasure 
and psychic survival . . . ,” he wrote. “To live for 
the moment is the prevailing passion—to live for 
yourself, not for your predecessor or posterity” 
(1991, pp. 30, 33). 

This fact has not been lost on modern media. 
In fact, they have helped create this exact situa-
tion. Our children and young adults are being 
bombarded with the notion that life is governed 
by luck, not by hard work, education and focus. 
If you don’t have what you want, you can urge or 
compel others to give it to you. 

Such is the culture of narcissism, an excessive 
love or admiration of self. And where do you fi nd 
the source of such unrealistic brainwashing? You 
need look no further than the nearest TV or radio. 

h



hen John F. Ken-
nedy Jr. died 
tragically in a 
plane crash with 
his wife in 1999, 

a number of friends, relatives and 
former mentors came forward to 
recount the young man’s childhood 
experiences. Commenting on his 
reputation among those who knew 
him well, Newsweek remarked: “The 
one child of the 1960s who had 
the greatest chance of growing up 
strange and insecure turned into one 
of the most centered and easygoing 
guys around” (July 26, 1999, p. 52).

How could this young man, raised 
with all the publicity and pressure 
focused on the Kennedy family, turn 
out to be so normal? 

What struck me in reading and 
hearing the analysis of his life in the 
media were the repeated references 
to his mother Jackie’s determination 
to bring her children up with that 
specifi c goal in mind. 

I’m not asking anyone to leap 
to the conclusion that Mrs. Ken-
nedy was a paragon of child-rearing 
know-how. We might not precisely 
share her vision of what a child 
should become. But I do want to emphasize 
that she had a specifi c goal and was will-
ing to expend considerable effort toward 
achieving it. 

Speaking of her efforts to protect her 
children, Newsweek continued: “She kept 
them away from the worst excesses of their 
cousins, some of whom were living fast and 
loose and experimenting with drugs.” Con-
cerning the later relationship between Jackie 
and her then-adult son, Newsweek noted that 
John “loved his mother dearly and spoke 
often and intimately with her” (p. 47). 

Many parents today would count them-
selves successful if their children would 
speak to them at all!

What is it that causes children to become 

the kind of adults they do? How is it that 
one tiny, innocent baby can grow up to 
be a selfl ess humanitarian, while another 
becomes a mass murderer? 

Virtually all authorities on child devel-
opment conclude that the adult “product” 
springs from both its genetics (nature) and 
its environment (nurture). What is not so 
widely agreed upon is the relative propor-
tion of these two infl uences. Let’s briefl y 
examine this and then look at what we as 
parents can do on the nurturing side.

Cultivating through love

Notice what one mother and author says 
in her book, I Didn’t Plan to Be a Witch: 
and Other Surprises of a Joyful Mother: 
“Contrary to what we may have heard, 

children are not like clay—which we 
can mold into whatever we want if we 
try hard enough. They are seedlings. 
The seed of what they are has already 
been planted from the moment they 
began their existence. Some may be 
orange trees and others might be lem-
ons. It is our job, as their gardeners, 
to observe, water, expose to the sun, 
weed, provide fertilizer, and nurture, 
in order to make the most beautiful 
plant possible from the seedlings we 
are given” (Linda Eyre, 1996, p. 107).

The gardening analogy is certainly 
appropriate and biblical. Jesus Christ 
used such symbolism many times. In 
the book of John, He tells us: “I am 
the true vine, and My Father is the 
vinedresser. Every branch in Me that 
does not bear fruit He takes away; 
and every branch that bears fruit He 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit” 
(John 15:1-2). 

This principle is of critical impor-
tance as a foundation for child rearing 
since God, as our Heavenly Father, 
is bringing up spiritual children 
(Romans 8:16).

In fact, when we study the Bible 
carefully, we come to understand that 
God is actually focused on a tremen-

dous goal for His children. He is working 
to make us just like Him in mind and char-
acter. That’s right! He works at it—just as 
Jesus described in the book of John. All His 
efforts are for our ultimate good and for our 
eternal benefi t. He loves us beyond measure 
and wants to give us every good and perfect 
gift (James 1:17). 

And in His love for us, He has allowed 
us, too, to become “creators” in this physi-
cal realm. After He had placed the fi rst man 
and woman in the Garden of Eden, God 
instructed them to “be fruitful and multi-
ply” (Genesis 1:28). In Psalm 127:3-5 we 
read: “Behold, children are a heritage from 
the LORD, the fruit of the womb is a reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are 
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the children of one’s youth. Happy is the 
man who has his quiver full of them . . .” 

Children, therefore, are given to us as 
blessings. Not only are they to be a source 
of joy and strength, but they are also 
intended to present us with an opportunity 
to pour out our love on them. This is one 
way our Heavenly Father teaches us to be 
like Him. It should be understood, then, 
that the right foundation of all effective 
child-rearing practices is true love for our 
children—godly love that focuses on their 
well-being and ultimate success.

We know that a mother’s love for her 
child is an emotion that’s part of her nature. 
Yet even as wonderful and powerful as it is, 
it doesn’t match the perfect, outgoing love 
that God has for us. 

The good news is that God can and will 
give us His kind of love for our children—
if we ask Him for it. For our part, we must 
strive to measure all of our actions against 
His perfect standard. If we do, it will have 
an immediate and powerful impact on the 
way we interact with our children!

If you will stop and think about the 
confl icts you may have with your children, 
you’ll likely be able to see that they often 
result from the child wanting to act in a 
way contrary to the image—present and 
future—you have in your mind. Children 
don’t always fi t neatly into the molds we 

create for them—even those that are solely 
for their own benefi t. 

But even if they could “fi t the mold,” 
perhaps they’re not meeting those expec-
tations because we haven’t properly 
explained what we expect from them. 
Without such communication and instruc-
tion, our goals for our children’s future are 
probably doomed to failure. And given the 
difference in maturity levels, there’s little 
chance of parents and children accidentally 
visualizing the goal the same way.

Friction over unmet expectations

In Ephesians 6:4 we fi nd instruction 
on child rearing from the apostle Paul. He 
says, “And you, fathers, do not provoke 
your children to wrath . . .” We’ll look at 
the rest of this verse shortly. But for the 
moment, let’s consider this question: Why 
would he say such a thing? 

Maybe it’s because this problem was as 
common in the fi rst century as it is today. 
Why is there so much friction and anger 

in parent-child relationships? Present-day 
experience tells us that provocation of chil-
dren, most often young teens, results from 
a confl ict of interest between parents and 
children. 

It may be the result of selfi sh motives on 
either or both sides. Or it may stem from 
differing visions or goals for the future that 
we’ve already discussed. And this can be 
a formidable stumbling block. For there 
aren’t many things more frustrating than 
someone you love vehemently disagreeing 
with you when you’re sure you are right! 

Mom and Dad often seem to assume 
that their children will just naturally see 
things the same way they do and will thus 
fulfi ll their vision. They may assume that 
if a child doesn’t conform to this vision 

or image, he or she is simply rebellious. 
However, in my experience as a longtime 

teacher, counselor and—let me admit—
mistake-prone parent, I’ve found that the 
culprit is most often something else. It’s 
the failure of the parents to properly convey 
how they expect their son or daughter to 
behave—as well as the failure to provide 
them with the necessary tools to learn and 
adopt that behavior. 

Now, think about children who are very 
young. As soon as most toddlers learn to 
draw or color pictures, they like to proudly 
present them to their parents. Imagine just 
how crushed a little child would be if his 
father were to scold him for having drawn 
a stick man because Dad wanted to see 
a picture of a tree. A ludicrous example? 
Of course. But it serves to drive home 
an important point. 

Though all of us would label such a 
parental reaction as outrageous, we may be 
doing the same kind of thing when it comes 
to behavior and personality traits. 

I have often observed in a grocery store 
or some such public place a mother shout-
ing at a toddler to behave. But what do you 
suppose the word “behave” really means 
to the youngster? Even for adults, “behav-
ing” is a complex concept, molded by such 
diverse factors as our own parents’ values, 
our social environment, cultural mores and 
God’s spiritual law. 

The point is that we cannot expect our 
children to instantly and automatically con-
form to what most of us only learned after 
many years in the school of hard knocks. 
We should hold them responsible only 
for what we have thoroughly and patiently 
taught them. Doing otherwise would be 
correctly perceived by them as unfair.

Does our love for our children match 
God’s love for His?

Now let’s look at the rest of Ephesians 
6:4: “. . . but bring them up in the train-
ing and admonition of the Lord.” Paul 
completes the previous thought about not 
provoking children to wrath by encouraging 
parents to teach and nurture their offspring 
in the spirit of love and concern evident 
in God’s attitude toward His children. Nur-
ture and admonition work hand in hand to 
motivate and direct a child toward effective 
growth and development.

Let’s pause to refl ect on a sad truth. All 
too many mothers and fathers either never 
intended to become parents in the fi rst 
place, or never understood in advance the 
incredible amount of effort and commit-
ment that rearing children would require. 
As a result, many are frustrated with the 
lack of time and freedom to pursue their 
own interests after children come along. 

In far too many cases—and, of course, 
even one would be too many—parents 
develop actual antagonism toward their 
own fl esh and blood. The cause can be 
jealousy, selfi shness, competition, vanity 
or any number of other wrong motives. 
And the antagonism will only be eliminated 
when the parents become spiritually mature 
enough to put their children’s welfare at 
least on par with their own. 

The work of educating and training a 
child the way God wants us to is a labor-
intensive job. It requires a level of personal 
sacrifi ce that does not always come natu-
rally to us. We will succeed in it only if 
our true motive is the kind of love for our 
children that God has for His children on 
a spiritual level.

Life is a classroom 

When the Almighty called His people out 
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only learned after many years in the school of hard knocks. 

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Successful Parenting: What Makes It  Work?

Ph
ot

os
.c

om



of Egypt, they had been wrongly educated 
for centuries. They had practically lost all 
knowledge of the instruction the Creator 
had given to their forefathers. So, in His 
love, He took the time to carefully instruct 
them in His way of righteous living. 

Then, through the prophet Moses, God 
exhorted them to preserve His way of life 
by passing it on to their children, from gen-
eration to generation. In so doing, He also 
gave them—and us—an important formula 
for instructing and guiding the young.

We can glean much practical wisdom 
from a few short verses in Deuteronomy 6: 
“And these words which I command you 
today shall be in your heart” (verse 6). 

Note that true and effective moral or ethi-
cal teaching must be rooted in personal con-
viction. We can hardly expect our children 
to internalize a way of life that we don’t 
believe and practice ourselves. Our words 
of instruction would be hollow indeed. And 
there would be no proper parental example 
to reinforce our instruction. 

But once we are committed to the right 
way, Moses tells us how to convey it to our 
children: “You shall teach [God’s words] 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up . . . You shall write them 
on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates” (verses 7-9).

Without examining every detail, let me 
point out here that Moses is using terms 
that describe our everyday routines. He’s 
talking about a way of life, not some 
peculiar ritual. 

Nevertheless, I’ve known Christian 
parents who’ve tried to apply these verses 
using a strict, literal interpretation of each 
activity mentioned. The religious instruction 
of their children was scheduled according 
to these daily routines. I’ve also observed 
that parents who take this approach usually 
have very little natural interaction with their 
children. For some, such a legalistic view 
became a trap that obscured the priceless 
instruction God was really giving.

Of course, it’s fi ne if you want to literally 
write out the Ten Commandments on the 
doorposts of your home. You could make 
it an interactive Bible project that would be 
both instructive and fun for the whole fam-
ily. But how tragic it would be if you sub-
stituted the rote task of writing words for 
what God really wants for all Christians: 
“This is the covenant that I will make with 
them after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my laws in their hearts, and I will write 
them on their minds” (Hebrews 10:16, 

New Revised Standard Version).
God wants us as parents to be commit-

ted to living by a set of righteous values 
and then to pass them along to our children 
throughout life. And this is to be done, not 
in a formal way only, but also through all 
the typical daily activities that bring the 
family into natural togetherness. 

I have known many parents who com-
plained that their children hated to sit still 
for daily Bible study or simply showed no 
interest. From the instructions God gave, 
it’s clear that He anticipated this a long 
time ago! He knew that so-called religious 
instruction, apart from practical examples 
and application, is usually of little value.

If conducted properly, the process of 
teaching through daily experiences that God 
outlined for families would require quality 
time spent between parents and children as 
well as the continual communication that 
stimulates mental development. 

This is the nurture to which the apostle 
Paul referred in Ephesians 6:4. God, who 
designed and built the marvelous human 
brain and body, foresaw the need for such 
nurturing. We neglect providing it to the 
peril of our children and ourselves. Yet, as 
crucial as teaching by word and example is, 
it still does not always prevent a child from 
making mistakes or choosing to disobey.

Dare to discipline

Sadly, most children do not live with the 
constant companionship of their parents 
and siblings. Some are even left in day-care 
centers from infancy, often deprived of 
critical contact with their parents except for 
short periods in the morning and evening. 

Nor are they educated exclusively by 
their parents. School, scouting, summer 
camps, sports and a whole host of other 
endeavors bring them into regular contact 
with other children and adult supervisors. 
They may be exposed to a wide range of 
personalities and examples. To a point, of 
course, this is good. Children need varied 
life experiences and social contacts to 
learn to live in the real world—an often 
inhospitable world.

But there’s a downside as well. These 
same situations subject our children to 
infl uences that often contradict the teaching 
and examples given at home. 

This emphasizes the importance of 
teaching children properly in the home 
environment, so that any negative outside 
infl uences will be mitigated. Moreover, no 
matter how well we train them, they are 
subject to the vagaries of human nature and 
the infl uences of a very real Satan, the god 

of this world (see 2 Corinthians 4:4). 
Mistakes and wrong behavior will inevi-

tably occur. When they do, parents must be 
the fi rst to impose a suitable penalty to call 
attention to the inappropriate acts and help 
the child learn to discern between right and 
wrong (see Proverbs 22:6; 29:15).

Let’s return to the example of God’s 
instruction to the nation of Israel. “And all 
these blessings shall come upon you and 
overtake you, because you obey the voice 
of the LORD your God” (Deuteronomy 28:2, 
emphasis added throughout). 

We see that God promised special bless-
ings to His people if they would obey His 
voice. But there was a fl ip side to this coin. 
For if the people would not obey, a very 
different result would follow: “But it shall 
come to pass, if you do not obey the voice 
of the LORD your God, to observe carefully 
all His commandments and His statutes 
which I command you today, that all these 
curses will come upon you and overtake 
you” (verse 15). 

These prophesied blessings and curses 
reveal the principle of discipline. There are 
rewards for obedience and penalties for dis-
obedience. This serves as advance warning 
that right and wrong will lead to different 
results and consequences. Some of those, 
of course, happen automatically, as we 
all discovered as children. But other forms 
of correction must be imposed by a loving 
parent—following God’s example—to 
help steer a child through the diffi cult 
character-building stages of life.

We fi nd this principle of proper, loving 
discipline echoed in the New Testament: 
“For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and 
scourges every son whom He receives. If 
you endure chastening, God deals with you 
as with sons; for what son is there whom a 
father does not chasten?” (Hebrews 12:6-7). 

This passage and the following verses 
make it clear that some form of chastise-
ment—that is, punishment—is necessary 
to direct children toward the right way of 
living. It reveals that correction and punish-
ment are appropriate acts of parental love. 
Parents who truly love their children will 
establish values and standards, educate their 
children in them, and provide a system of 
discipline to help young minds learn the 
difference between right and wrong. 

Carried out in a timely and consistent 
manner, appropriate discipline in the early 
years can save a child from a great deal of 
pain and trouble later on. Notice this coun-
sel given in Proverbs 19:18: “Chasten your 
son while there is hope, and do not set your 
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World News and Trends
An Overview of Conditions Around the World
by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust

Citizens of the world fear for their safety and 
security, perhaps primarily because they don’t 

put much confi dence in their political leaders. The 
Gallup International polling organization carried 
out a survey of some 50,000 people in 60 coun-
tries last year. This poll revealed that most nations 
distrust their politicians in a major way. 

Worldwide, a disturbing 63 percent believe 
their politicians are dishonest. Regionally, Latin 
America tops the poll with a whopping 87 percent 
holding that view, followed closely by West Asia 
and Africa with 84 percent and 82 percent respec-
tively. Germany is not far behind with a surprising 
fi gure of 76 percent, considerably above the aver-

age statistic in Western Europe at 46 percent. 
In the United States and Canada the fi gure is 50 

percent. On the positive side, the mistrust fi gure is 
very low in the Netherlands at 12 percent, which 
means that well over 80 percent of the Dutch 
trust their politicians to be honest. An incredible 
97 percent of Singapore’s citizens believe in the 
honesty of their leaders. 

Particularly in the West, there are reasons for 
the belief that politicians are not only dishonest, 
but behave unethically. The absence of authority 
and the erosion of privacy in our e-mail age are 
two specifi c reasons. 

A Sunday Times writer stated: “We live in an 

age in which authority is absent . . . In America the 
decline of authority has been particularly swift. The 
erosion of privacy means that every public fi gure 
has soiled his laundry on the Internet—affi davits 
and all. Only recently [during the previous admin-
istration] the presidency was reduced to evidence 
about oral sex” (Dec. 5, 2004, emphasis added 
throughout feature). 

One of the great lessons of the Bible is that 
although we need to deeply respect our leaders, 
we should not put our ultimate trust in them. 
The Scriptures teach us that we should trust 
God. (Sources: Reuters, The Sunday Times 
[London].)  

Global distrust of political leaders
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Pope reiterates 
religious stance 
on Europe

Rocco Buttiglione, a Roman Catholic and friend 
of Pope John Paul II, was unable to become 

European justice minister in the European Com-
mission after the EU parliament objected to his 
conservative views on homosexuality and single 
mothers. 

According to The Guardian (Nov. 8, 2004) he 
afterwards “began a public campaign to form a Euro-
pean ‘Theocon’ movement for those who believe 
that traditional values should be part of public 

life.” Mr. Buttiglione stated that he has been the 
recipient of thousands of letters of support.

Further measures have been taken by others 
of like mind. An article in the online Telegraph 
reported that “more than a million people are 

going to deliver a petition to Tony Blair and fellow 
EU leaders calling for changes to the constitution 
recognising Europe’s Christian heritage. Refusing 

to accept a secular ‘fait accompli’ from Brussels, a 
Christian coalition is demanding that each EU state 
publish its version of the constitution preamble with 
references to God if desired” (Nov. 29, 2004).  

Perhaps more importantly, “the move has the 
backing of Pope John Paul II, who has repeat-
edly condemned the ‘moral drift’ of Brussels. ‘One 
does not cut the roots of one’s birthright,’ he told 
pilgrims this summer [2004]” (ibid.). 

The Vatican has not been happy with the fact 
that the proposed European Union constitution 
does not specifi cally mention Christianity. Accord-
ing to the Vatican-based ZENIT News Agency, dur-
ing a recent meeting with Romano Prodi, outgoing 
president of the European Commission, the pope 
reminded him of the symbolic value of Rome as the 
site of the signing of the original Treaty of Rome in 
1957 as well as the new constitution in 2004. 

The pope clearly stated: “Whoever speaks of 
Rome, speaks of the radiation of universal juridical 
and spiritual values. The Holy See favored the for-
mation of the EU before it was juridically structured, 
and has followed the successive stages with active 
interest. It has always felt the need to express openly 
the just expectations of a great number of Christian 
citizens of Europe, who have so requested it. 

“This is why the Holy See has reminded all that 
Christianity . . . has contributed to the formation 
of a common conscience of European peoples and 
has helped enormously in shaping the civilizations. 
Whether or not it is recognized in offi cial docu-
ments, it is an undeniable fact that no historian will 
be able to forget” (Oct. 28, 2004).

Whatever the outcome of the current campaign, 
religion eventually is going to have the last word 
in Europe—notwithstanding the secular EU. If 
you would like to understand why, please request 
or download our free booklets You Can Under-
stand Bible Prophecy and The Book of Revelation 
Unveiled. (Sources: ZENIT News Agency [Vatican], 
The Telegraph, The Guardian [London].)

China’s growing 
world infl uence

News that the Chinese and the Iranians have 
been in the process of forming a major 

alliance is just one more indication that China 
is increasingly at the fulcrum of much that is 
happening in the world. 

NewsMax reported “a major growing alliance 
between ‘axis of evil’ member Iran and com-
munist China. The relationship which has been 
nurtured by both countries for decades, is grow-
ing exponentially now, primarily out of China’s 
insatiable energy needs and Iran’s increasing 
hunger for consumer goods, as the economies 
of both countries continue to expand . . . What 
it could mean for the long haul is a stronger, 
more menacing Iran and China, each buoyed by 
needs being met by the other . . .” (November 
18, 2004)

“Perhaps the most troubling aspect of the 
growing Iran-China alliance is the Islamic 

republic’s access to the improving technology 
being developed, deployed and utilized by the 
People’s Liberation Army. Nowhere are U.S. con-
cerns greater than in the area of ballistic missile 
technology” (ibid.).  

At the same time, German Chancellor 
Schroeder is now making a strong bid to broaden 
Germany’s trade with China. The Financial Times 
recently reported that “China’s weight in global 
trade is so great that even a hiccup could shake 
some markets” (Dec. 7, 2004). 

China’s increasing global infl uence is even 
refl ected by the supposition that “rising tensions 
with China may add impetus to Japan’s gradual 
shift to a more assertive military” (Newsweek, 
Nov. 29, 2004). Add to that EU readiness to end 
the ban on weapons sales to China, threaten-
ing to cause a transatlantic rift with the United 
States. 

It would be wise to watch events in China and 
Southeast Asia in general. (Sources: NewsMax, 
International Herald Tribune, Newsweek, The 
Financial Times [London].)

The Vatican is not happy with 
the fact that the proposed Euro-
pean Union constitution does not 
specifi cally mention Christianity.



Increasing middle-
aged promiscuity 

Disturbing trends in the moral behavior of 
those over 50 are increasingly coming to 

light. The Sunday Times reported that in Britain, 
“the divorce rate among couples in their fi fties and 
sixties is rising sharply” (Dec. 5, 2004). Not surpris-
ingly, this trend has been accompanied by growing 
promiscuity among seniors. 

According to the Daily Mail, “The incidence of 
some diseases in the age group has almost doubled 

in fi ve years as more adopt a free-and-easy attitude 
to sex. The result has been an outbreak of sexual 
health problems” (Dec. 6, 2004). 

The Health Protection Agency in Britain reported 
substantial increases in most types of STDs 
in women over 50. Also, cohabitation among 
those over 50 has reached 425,000. 

The Daily Mail article continued: “The rise of 
divorce and decline of marriage is said to have 
played its part in changing attitudes to sex in an 
age group usually settled with a partner and family 
responsibilities.”(Sources: The Sunday Times, Daily 
Mail [both London].)
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Some good news 
on the sexual front

According to Sunday Times reporter John Har-
low in America: “The U.S. government’s sta-

tistical watchdogs have noticed a confl uence of 
social and sexual trends that will warm the hearts 
of the American right.” Among reports emanating 
from the U.S. National Vital Statistics System are 
indications that an increasing number of American 
teenagers are taking their religion seriously, along 
with “the largest number of young women getting 
married since the dawn of the permissive age” 
(Dec. 5, 2004). 

Further, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
reported that the number of teenage pregnancies is 
down for the 12th consecutive year.  A CDC spokes-
person said, “American women are behaving more 
responsibly than previous generations.”

Let us hope that these statistics are accurate 
and that they mark a trend that will long continue. 
(Source: The Sunday Times [London].) 

Where are women’s 
magazines headed?

What kind of magazines are men reading 
nowadays? For that matter, what are women 

reading? Look at any well-stocked magazine 
rack and you’ll see seemingly endless glossy, slick 
magazines for both men and women. 

Consider the December 2004 issue of Cosmo-
politan, a highly regarded and popular woman’s 
magazine. The word cosmopolitan means “so 
sophisticated as to be at home in all parts of the 
world” (The American Heritage Dictionary).  

The titles on the cover advertise the main stories 
in the issue. They include “Sex He’ll Go Wild For,” 
“Feel Hot Naked,” “The Sex Article You Must Read 
With Your Boyfriend” and “Caught With Their Pants 
Off.” The titles are highly suggestive. Need we ask 
what message they’re selling?  

The article titles assume that such language 
fi ts well with the moral standards of their intended 
audience. One would only hope the magazine’s 
readers would pay close attention to another arti-
cle title offered on the cover: “Five Ways to Make 
Smarter Choices in Life.” Apparently the magazine 
staff missed the irony. 

With content like this, no wonder the apostle 
Paul foretold that in the end time, men and women 
would be “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God” (2 Timothy 3:4).

The continuing 
tragedy of unsafe 
abortions
Unsafe abortions are a problem of global 

proportions, most particularly in Asia. 
Thousands of women have experienced serious 
long-term effects with debilitating physical inju-
ries, not to mention long-lasting psychological 
problems. 

A report given at Countdown 2015, a London 
conference sponsored by the UN reviewing meth-
ods of improving reproductive health around the 
world, estimated that “almost 200 women die 
each day after having a botched abortion”—
amounting to some 70,000 deaths a year.

Up to 10 million Asian women have unsafe 
abortions annually, accounting for half of all 
pregnancy-related deaths. The fi gures stand at 
about fi ve million such abortions for both Afri-
can and Latin American women each year, with 
a 44 percent death rate in Africa and surprisingly 
only 6 percent in Latin America. Elizabeth Magu-
ire, president of the American organization Ipas, 
stated that “forty women every minute undergo 
an unsafe abortion.” She added that these are 
preventable.

Ms. Maguire also said: “Changing the laws 
and effectively implementing those changes is the 
only way to ensure that women can fully exercise 
their right to decide whether and when to have 
children.” However, a trustee of a U.K. charity in 
this fi eld, Nuala Scarisbrick, countered with this 
thought: “What women need is help and encour-
agement to continue with their pregnancy. We 
should not impose our rotten [Western] values 
on the developing world.” 

In the United Kingdom, “Britain’s largest 
provider of abortions stands accused of advis-
ing women to circumvent British regulations on 
late terminations by fl ying to a clinic in Barce-
lona [Spain] where the operation is provided—
illegally.” Daily Telegraph reporter Charlotte Edwardes 
went to witness this “chamber of horrors” where 
doctors are allegedly aborting unborn babies at a 
stage when there is every chance of a reasonable 
and healthy life. 

Too many women, in a state of desperate 
confusion, view abortions as “a morally viable 
option” even in the late stages of pregnancy. 
Abortion denies a child’s right to life. In God’s 
way of thinking, it is a clear violation of the 
Sixth Commandment—“You shall not murder.”  
(Sources: The Daily Telegraph, BBC Web Site [both 
London].)

Ten Commandments 
or ten suggestions?
What did Moses bring down from Mt. Sinai: 

the Ten Commandments or ten sugges-
tions? Do people still believe in the Ten Com-
mandments, or are they outmoded? When is it 
right to murder your fellow man? When is it right 
to lie about your neighbor or steal from him?  

God gave humankind the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5) so we can learn to 

honor Him, to let Him guide our lives. Jesus Christ 
summarized the Ten Commandments in the Gos-
pels: First, love God with all of your heart and mind. 
Second, love your neighbor as you love yourself 
(Matthew 22:37-39). These two great command-
ments sum up the fi rst four commandments and 
the last six respectively. 

Although these laws rankles human nature 
(Romans 8:7), God is not a God of suggestion 
but of commandment. If you’d like to learn more, 
request your free copy of our booklet The Ten 
Commandments.
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Major International Challenges 
Confront President Bush’s Second Term  
The world looks very different four years after President Bush took offi ce. 
What challenges lie ahead for the second Bush administration?

by Melvin Rhodes

ar from being an irrelevant book 
written thousands of years ago, the 
Bible is a book with a great deal to 
say about today’s world. Between a 

fourth and a third of the Bible is prophecy, 
much of which is yet to be fulfi lled. A great 
deal has come to pass in recent decades, 
but much remains ahead. 

The book of Daniel reminds us that God 
“changes the times and the seasons; He 
removes kings and raises up kings” (Dan-
iel 2:21). God is in charge. His plan is to 
establish His Kingdom on this earth with 
Jesus Christ at its head. This gospel—good 
news—of the Kingdom of God was the 
message Jesus Christ brought to the world 
(Mark 1:14). 

But before Christ’s return, certain events 
are prophesied to take place. We are now 
living through events that appear to be 
building up to the fulfi llment of these end-
time prophecies. 

Major shifts on the world scene

At the end of World War II, the United 
States and the countries of the British 
Empire were victorious allies, while the 
Axis powers of central Europe lay in ruins. 
The Middle East was largely an unimport-
ant region of little interest except for its oil.

But even in 1945, students of Bible 
prophecy knew all this had to change for 
biblical prophecies of the end time to be 
fulfi lled. 

The Middle East was set to become a 
major area of confl ict with the birth of the 
modern Jewish nation of Israel in 1948. 
Meanwhile, defeated Germany and other 
countries in Europe were prophesied to 
unite and form a new superpower. A third 
development of the postwar world was to be 
the decline of the English-speaking nations, 
with the collapse of the British Empire and 
the relative decline of the United States 
in relation to other nations.

To varying degrees all three of these 

developments now engulf us. All are 
shaping up as major foreign policy chal-
lenges confronting the second Bush 
administration.

The Middle East cauldron 

In the Middle East the United States, 
Britain, Australia and other allies are 
already fi ghting a diffi cult confl ict in Iraq. 
Having removed a ruthless despot, they 
now face the challenge of replacing him 
with a democratically elected government 
in a country that has suffered almost fi ve 
decades of dictatorship. 

The run-up to the election at the end of 
January is likely to be particularly violent 
as those opposed to a democratic system 
try to thwart the whole process. 

The United States seems determined to 
stay the course, with talk of keeping troops 
in the country for many years to come, 
hoping to ensure democracy. The Bush 
administration’s fervent hope is that other 
nations in the region will want to copy Iraq 
and introduce a democratic system in their 
own nations.

But Iraq may not be the greatest chal-
lenge confronting the United States in 
today’s Middle East. That dubious distinc-
tion may well be the seemingly insoluble 
Israeli-Palestinian confl ict.

Prior to 1914, when World War I started 
in Europe, the Middle East “was of only 
marginal concern . . . The region had 
become a political backwater . . . Few 
Europeans of [Winston] Churchill’s gen-
eration knew or cared what went on in the 
languid empires of the Ottoman Sultan 
or the Persian Shah . . . 

“There was little in the picture to 
cause ordinary people living in London, 
or Paris, or New York to believe that it 
affected their lives or interests . . . The pas-
sions that now drive troops and terrorists to 
kill and be killed—and that compel global 
attention—had not yet been aroused” 

(David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace, 
2001, pp. 24-25).

This situation would have to change for 
Bible prophecy to be fulfi lled. And change 
it has!

When asked by His disciples what would 
be the sign of the end time and His second 
coming (Luke 21:7), Jesus Christ showed 
the importance of Jerusalem in end-time 
events (verse 20). He then said, “For these 
are the days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfi lled” (verse 
22, emphasis added throughout). 

Confl ict without end?

At the end of World War I, the Ottoman 
(Turkish) Empire, which had dominated 
the region for centuries, lay in ruins. New 
nations emerged out of the rubble. Other 
territories temporarily came under British 
or French control. 

The British for a time had control of 
Iraq, a responsibility that cost hundreds 
of British lives. They also had control of 
Palestine under a League of Nations Man-
date, the maintenance of which led to the 
deaths of many more British soldiers. So in 
1947 the British announced that they were 
pulling out. Then, a few months later, the 
Jewish state of Israel came into existence 
following a vote of the United Nations. 

The birth of the Israeli state was the 
beginning of a confl ict that still has no end 
in sight. Yet its existence was not remotely 
possible until the fall of the Ottoman 
Empire, which had controlled Jerusalem 
for four centuries since 1517. 

Troops of the British Empire entered 
the city in December 1917, exactly 400 
years later. Jerusalem remained in British 
hands until divided by the United Nations 
in 1948. Nineteen years later, Israel cap-
tured the Jordanian portion while defend-
ing itself against Arab invasion in the 
1967 Six-Day War. It remains today a 
disputed city with the potential for being 

F
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a major threat to world peace. 

Confl ict over Jerusalem to the end

Modern “Israel” is not the same as the 
Israel of the Old Testament. The modern 
state of Israel is the national home of the 
Jews, the people of the tribe of Judah, one 
of the 13 tribes constituting the people of 
Israel. Judah, after a time of captivity and 
exile, was prophesied to regain control 
of the area prior to the second coming 
of the Messiah. 

In the Old Testament prophetic book of 
Zechariah we note that Judah and Jerusa-
lem are to be at the very center of end-time 
events: “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a 

cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding 
peoples, when they lay siege against Judah 
and Jerusalem” (Zechariah 12:2). 

Another prophecy that speaks of Christ’s 
return makes it plain that this is still to 
take place in the future: “For I will gather 
all the nations to battle against Jerusalem 
. . . Then the LORD will go forth and fi ght 
against those nations . . . And in that day 
His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
which faces Jerusalem on the east . . .” 
(Zechariah 14:2-4).

The United States is Israel’s main fi nan-
cial and military backer. American support 
for Israel (Judah) is a major element in 
the growing divide between the West and 

Islam. American involvement in the Middle 
East, including its support for Israel, led 
directly to the attacks of Sept. 11.

Many are hoping that President Bush 
will turn his attention to the area and bring 
about peace. Following the death of Pal-
estinian leader Yasser Arafat, hopes have 
risen that a new Palestinian leader might be 
able to convince the Palestinian people of 
Israel’s right to exist, thereby opening the 
door to a possible long-term peace agree-
ment. However, ancient animosities run 
deep in this bloodstained region.

Iran the next trouble spot?

But the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict and 

Iraq are not the only two problems the 
United States must deal with in the 
Middle East. There is also Iran.

For more than a quarter century Iran 
has been a major thorn in America’s side. 
Before 1979 the shah of Iran was a reliable 
American ally. His overthrow was a major 
blow to the United States. Iran’s resulting 
revolutionary and radical Islamic funda-
mentalist regime has been calling America 
“the Great Satan” for the past 26 years and 
has been instrumental in helping to spread 
turmoil throughout the region. 

The country now appears ready to 
acquire nuclear weapons, which could 
threaten American interests and U.S. forces 

all around the Persian Gulf—as well as 
threatening the very existence of Israel. 
Iran also stands to gain from Iraqi elec-
tions, as Iraq is likely to come under the 
control of the majority Shia population, 
leading to increased ties between the 
two countries. 

Added to the problems of Iraq, Iran and 
the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict are the ongo-
ing challenges of international terrorism, 
which has its roots in the Middle East. 
Compounding the diffi culties is the fact 
that the United States, and indeed much of 
the Western world, is heavily dependent on 
Mideast oil to fuel their affl uent economies.

Also complicating America’s problems 
in the Middle East is the European Union. 
Nowhere are the two powers more at odds. 
While the United States backs Israel, the 
EU is more sympathetic to the Palestinians. 
Most of the countries in the EU opposed 
the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq and are now 
anxious to resolve the Iranian nuclear issue 
before America takes possible action.

The EU’s rising power 

A recurring theme of the last 1,500 years 
has been the repeated attempts to unify 
Europe—in essence reviving the Roman 
Empire, which collapsed near the end 
of the fi fth century. 

In the past, uniting Europe was tempo-
rary and always accomplished by force. 
Today the nations of Europe are coming 
together voluntarily, forming an ever-closer 
union as they integrate economically, 
politically and militarily. The 25-nation 
EU is now the world’s biggest trading bloc, 
with 450 million people within its borders. 
Other nations, including Turkey, are trying 
to join. 

While some of these countries remain 
supportive of the United States, the EU and 
America often have confl icting interests. 
This is certainly the case in the Middle 
East. It is also increasingly true in other 
parts of the world. 

Revelation 17 shows us that a future 
union of 10 “kings”—today we might call 
them premiers, prime ministers or presi-
dents—will combine their energies and 
forces to form a fi nal end-time superpower 
called “the beast.” 

“The ten horns . . . are ten kings who 
have received no kingdom as yet, but they 
receive authority for one hour as kings 
with the beast. These are of one mind, and 
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millions of people around the globe hope—hope that the United 
States could be brought down as the world’s dominant power.
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they will give their power and authority to 
the beast. These will make war with the 
Lamb [Jesus Christ] . . .” (verses 12-14). 

From these verses of the Bible we see 
that national leaders are going to come 
together for a short time (“one hour” in 
John’s vision, signifying a brief period) 
and will fi ght Jesus Christ at His return. 

Revelation 18 further reveals that these 
nations are going to be at the head of a 
worldwide economic system called “Baby-
lon,” a continuation of the Roman Empire 
and the other gentile empires that preceded 
it as foretold in Daniel 2 and 7.

This economic system appears to even 
now be coming together through the Euro-
pean Union, the world’s biggest trading 
and economic bloc. 

The EU accounts for well over half the 
world’s trade. Trade disputes between the 
United States and the European Union have 
been increasing in recent months, with 
America often having to back down in the 
face of European clout. The EU’s currency, 
the euro, has also been rising at the expense 
of the U.S. dollar, which has suffered an 
ongoing crisis of confi dence largely due to 
America’s rising trade and budget defi cits. 

Europe’s growing strength has enabled 
the French and Germans to distance them-
selves from the United States on the world 
scene. Rejecting American leadership over 
Iraq, these two nations have been quite 
vocal in disagreeing with Washington. 

France, a former colonial power, cur-
rently leads a UN bloc of third-world 
nations that oppose and seek to counter 
American domination of the globe. Many 
in both France and Germany—and also in 
other European nations—see the rising EU 
as a rival to U.S. power, a new superpower 
in the making. 

In May 2004 the 25 leaders of the EU 
nations signed a new Treaty of Rome set to 
bring about a federal Europe, uniting politi-
cally to revive the ancient dream of a united 
Europe. Economic unity has already been 
achieved, political unity is being worked 
out and military unity is in the fi rst stages.

The coming four years are likely to 
see the United States forced to come 
to terms with this new superpower. The 
increased strength of the euro against the 
dollar is already adding to the pressure 
on Washington from Europe.

Declining American power and prestige

In the last three months I’ve spent time 
outside of the United States with friends 
and family in New Zealand, Australia, 
Canada, Ghana and England. Sadly, as an 
American citizen, I have to report that it’s 
increasingly diffi cult to fi nd people in any 
of these countries who could be described 
as pro-American. Rather, disillusionment 
with the United States and plain old anti-
Americanism are increasingly the order 
of the day.

This is undoubtedly the biggest foreign 
policy challenge for the second Bush 
administration—how to restore America’s 
credibility and prestige.

America is increasingly perceived around 
the world as a bully. Violent movies com-
ing out of Hollywood have added to this 
negative impression. In the last decade, 
satellite television has introduced increas-
ing numbers of people around the world to 
American culture, further adding to a world 
perception of America being home to a very 
violent society.

Once the hope of the world, the country 
that twice helped liberate Europe from 
military domination is increasingly seen 
not as a liberator, but as the greatest threat 
to world peace. The Bush administration 
is often described in the world’s media as 
being “out of control.” This only adds to 
fervency for the European Union to act as 
a counterbalance while others turn to the 
United Nations. 

Views toward United States shift

It’s been only a little more than three 
years since the terrorist attacks on the 
United States on Sept. 11. In the aftermath 
of those attacks, the United States seemed 
to have the sympathy and support of the 
entire world. Today, the world seems 
increasingly united against America. 
What has gone wrong?

Iraq is often said to be the main reason 

for this change. But anti-Americanism goes 
back a lot further than Sept. 11, 2001.

While Sept. 11 initially shocked and 
appalled decent people around the world, 
shortly afterwards it led to a major change 
in perception. The world had seen—live 
on television—the world’s greatest power 
humiliated by a handful of terrorists from a 
comparatively backward part of the world. 

Shocking as it may seem to Americans, 
this gave hundreds of millions of people 
around the globe hope—hope that the 
United States could be defeated, brought 
down as the world’s dominant power. As 
one man in West Africa put it to me: “Mus-
lims feel that Americans are trying to take 
over the world. They feel that Osama bin 
Laden will stop them.” 

It is not only Muslims who feel that 
way. How else can you explain posters of 
the world’s leading terrorist for sale at the 
side of the road in non-Islamic third-world 
countries?

There is a widespread sense that Ameri-
can culture is taking over everywhere. 
This is made worse through pervasive 
American television programs, movies and 
music that promote values alien to most 
people. Whereas 50 years ago America 
was respected around the globe, today the 
reverse is the case. The biblical book of 
Proverbs contains a timeless truth that 
sums it up well: “Righteousness exalts a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Proverbs 14:34).

America now fi nds itself in a similar 
position to its predecessor as the world’s 
greatest power, Great Britain.

In 1942 Britain suffered a humiliation 
in some respects similar to what America 
experienced 60 years later. It was the fall 
of Singapore, Britain’s biggest naval base 
outside of the British Isles. 

The island fell to the Japanese, then 
perceived as a backward nation. The fall 
of Singapore had a ripple effect around the 
region. It was a major setback for the Brit-
ish Empire. People now realized that the 
British could be defeated. In a similar way, 
Sept. 11 has led people to believe that the 
United States is no longer invulnerable.

Fourteen years later, the British were to 
suffer a similar defeat when they lost the 
Suez Canal in 1956. This time they won 
the war militarily, but then were forced out 
of Suez by the Eisenhower administration, 
which applied economic pressure. Could 
the rest of the world apply similar economic 
pressure on the United States over Iraq or 
a future area of confl ict involving America?

 Recommended Reading
For further insight into what’s 
behind America’s moral decline 
and the serious problems fac-
ing the nation, you need to 
understand the remarkable 
story brought to light in our free 
booklet The United States and 
Britain in Bible Prophecy. Why 
is the long-troubled Middle 
East such a focal point of Bible 
prophecy? What should we be looking for to hap-
pen in this region? You need to read our eye-
opening, full-color booklet The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy. Download or request your free copies today! 

Contact any of our offi ces listed on page 2, or request 
or download them from our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org
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The United States today needs to borrow 
$2.5 billion per day to fi nance its defi cit 
and enable it to carry on as the world’s 
superpower. When Britain reached the 
point where it had to start borrowing from 
the United States, its days as the world’s 
policeman were numbered. History shows 
that this also happened to other nations 
before it. The same pattern is now being 
repeated with the United States. 

Perhaps one of the greatest challenges 
for the second Bush administration is to 
put the nation’s fi nances in order. With-
out sound fi nances and a stable currency, 
American leadership of the world will be 
increasingly threatened. 

These then are some of the major chal-
lenges for American foreign policy over the 
next four years, but by no means are they 
all. Other areas of the world will also pose 

challenges, from the rising power of China, 
India and Japan to the growing threat from 
a nuclear North Korea. Added to these is 
the constant threat of another event like 
Sept. 11. 

Whatever happens, the next four years 
promise to be interesting ones, with the 
world likely to look quite different when 
the American electorate next chooses 
a president.  GN

As President George W. Bush begins his second term in offi ce, many impor-
tant issues lie before him. Of course, the issue that immediately jumps to 

everyone’s mind is national security—how to keep the country safe from terrorist 
attacks and what actions to take if any attacks succeed. 

But another matter in which the president will likely have to make choices is 
actually of more preeminent concern. Indeed, it is an issue that may well help deter-
mine how safe the country will be in the long run. That pivotal matter is the makeup 
of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Choices that can transform society
Notice what noted economist and author Thomas Sowell stated in a Nov. 4, 

2004, column about what was at stake in this past presidential election: “Can 
you imagine what it would be like to have a . . . liberal [president] fi lling federal 
courts across the country, including the Supreme Court, with liberal judges who 
would be turning more criminals loose for decades to come, as well as repeat-
edly over-ruling the voting public’s right to govern themselves on such things 
as gay marriage? 

“With so many elderly members on today’s Supreme Court, the choices of 
their successors will be historic in their consequences. Those consequences could 
be tragic if they are replaced with more Justices who think their job is to impose 
their own pet notions or—worse yet—to be guided by what is in fashion in other 
countries, instead of what is set forth in the Constitution of the United States that 
they are sworn to uphold.”

Indeed, this is not a mere political issue. It is a decidedly moral issue. The 
Supreme Court, as the ultimate arbiter of what acts are legal, plays a key role 
in setting the moral tone of the nation. 

Consider  the high court’s ruling in the Roe v. Wade case that legalized abortion 
in 1973. This was not a popular decision. Abortion had been viewed as murder—a 
crime and a sin. But the legalizing of abortion through the supposed wisdom of our 
highest judges gave it increasing popular acceptance—to the point that today it 
is viewed by nearly half the populace as a woman’s “right.” 

To many, the notion of rolling back Roe v. Wade, even by those who don’t agree 
with it, is unthinkable—even as the lives of a million and a half unborn babies 
continue to be taken every year.

Yet the downturn had begun earlier than the 70s. The court decided to ban 
school prayer in 1963—against the wishes of the vast majority of the public. The 
effects of this ruling, and of further banishment of God and the Bible from public 
life since, have been devastating. Rates of crime and immorality soon skyrock-
eted. It only makes sense. Take away God and religion, the basis of morality, from 
children’s education and the result is a generation that is less moral than before. 
Repeat with each generation and it only gets worse. Throw in a curriculum based 
around the theory of evolution, telling students they are really nothing more than 
intelligent animals, and the seeds are sown for societal disaster.

Of course, parents bear some responsibility for failing to combat the downturn at 
home. And yet parents are forced to compete with a public education system that 
paints them and other archaic forebears as out of touch with scientifi c reality.

Consider the Supreme Court’s decision in the light of the fact that its own 
sessions open with this appeal: “God save the United States and this honor-
able court.” In fact, the men who wrote the U.S. Constitution and the First 
Amendment preventing a federal establishment of religion nevertheless elected 
to have congressional sessions opened with prayer. 

John Jay, fi rst U.S. chief justice and one of the three men most responsible for 
the writing of the U.S. Constitution, made his views clear when he said: “Provi-
dence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty, as well 
as the privilege and interest of our Christian nation, to select and prefer Christians 
for their rulers” (emphasis added throughout).

In 1891 the U.S. Supreme Court made this remarkable statement: “Our laws 
and our institutions must necessarily be based upon and embody the teachings of 
the Redeemer of mankind, and it’s impossible that it should be otherwise: and in 
this sense and to this extent our civilization and our institutions are emphatically 
Christian” (Church of the Holy Trinity v. The United States).

So how have we arrived where we are today? Through presidential appoint-
ments of judges (given lifetime appointments) who judge based more on their 
own ideas than on the intent of the Constitution. These see the Constitution as a 
“living” document to be interpreted differently as society changes. Yet that’s what 
constitutional amendments are for—which are to come only through Congress 
and state legislatures, not judicial rulings.

Thomas Jefferson, who gave us the now-misconstrued phrase “separation of 
church and state,” explained well how the U.S. Constitution is supposed to be 
interpreted by judges, saying: “On every question of construction [of the Constitu-
tion] let us carry ourselves back to the time when the constitution was adopted, 
recollect the spirit of the debates, and instead of trying what meaning may be 
squeezed out of the text, or invented against it, conform to the probable one 
in which it was passed.”

Much hangs in the balance
This is the approach of conservative judges like Supreme Court Justices Antonin 

Scalia and Clarence Thomas, one of whom will likely be nominated for the posi-
tion of chief justice when the current conservative chief justice, William Rehnquist, 
retires. And further retirements seem likely, which will bring additional Supreme 
Court appointments. 

Since the Senate confi rms federal judicial appointments, we may well see liberal 
senators fi ght vigorously to prevent the court from any possible swing to the right. 
If the national leadership holds the line against pressure to compromise, the moral 
slide of the nation may be slowed. But if they give way, we may well see America’s 
moral decline start to snowball more than it already has.

The more a nation heeds and follows the moral values God has given in Scrip-
ture, the more blessed and secure that nation is. On the other hand, the more 
a nation rejects godly values, the more curses it brings on itself. 

A nation that expels God from public life should not expect His protection when 
threats and attacks come, whether from without or within. Of course, God is merci-
ful and often protects us in spite of ourselves. But for a nation to overtly reject God 
is certainly not the way to ensure His help.

Thus, the president’s appointments to the Supreme Court may prove more 
important in the long run than trying to root out and fi nd terrorists. Yet even more 
vital than that would be for the nation and its leaders to bow to God in repentance 
and humility and seek His forgiveness and direction. 

Though the country does not seem at all poised to take such a step, that should 
not stop you from taking it. All of us have an individual responsibility toward God. 
Let’s make sure we’re fulfi lling it. No matter which way the nation goes, it remains 
our job to stand for God and His truth.

—Tom Robinson
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