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seek to enter the soon-coming, everlast-
ing Kingdom of Christ (verse 11). The 
Kingdom had not come in Peter’s lifetime, 
but the fact that it would come was still a 
certainty in his mind that framed each day 
of his life.

No private interpretation of prophecy

Peter and the rest of the 12 apostles had 
been eyewitnesses of the power and maj-
esty of Christ’s earthly works. They saw 
and spoke with the resurrected Christ. All 
those events really happened. Their lives 
were changed forever by them.

The apostles connected the prophe-
cies from the Old Testament to Jesus and 
understood their fulfillment. To Peter and 
John and the others, prophecy had been 
fulfilled in their lifetime. They well under-
stood fully the messianic prophecies about 
Christ’s first coming.

Through the decades following Christ’s 
ascension, they had come to see that 

the time when the Kingdom would be 
restored, at Jesus Christ’s second coming, 
was beyond their time. They would not 
live to see it. But this did not diminish the 
reality of that hope. This is what Christ’s 
apostles and teachers wanted believers to 
understand. It is what we clearly see 2,000 
years later.

Peter said, “We have the prophetic word 
confirmed, which you do well to heed as 
a light that shines in a dark place, until 
the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts; knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, for prophecy never came 
by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit” (verses 19-21).

A key to understanding Bible prophecy 
is to let the Bible interpret itself. Don’t try 
to read into passages meanings that aren’t 
there. Prophecy is not to be approached 
like a riddle requiring great mental gym-
nastics to solve. God’s Spirit moved men 
to speak certain prophetic words, and God 
alone can interpret their meaning for us.

Vanity and self-importance can lead us 
to assign meanings to passages before God 
is ready to reveal to His servants the true 
understanding, as He will at some point. 
Amos 3:7 states, “Surely the Lord God 
does nothing, unless He reveals His secret 

to His servants the prophets.”
After a lengthy chapter in which Peter 

shows the folly of false teachers (2 Peter 
2), he returns to the sure promises of  
God’s revelation.

“Scoffers in the last days”

God’s true teaching has always suffered 
attack in a world controlled by unseen  
evil spiritual forces. Doubt and cynicism 
have been directed toward the teaching 
of the prophets and the apostles by those 
pursuing their own agendas. Peter foretold 
that scoffers would come in the last days 
saying, “Where is the promise of His  
coming?” (2 Peter 3:3-4).

We live in an age of unbelief. We see a 
continual assault against faith and biblical 
truth. Popular books and movies call into 
question the divinity of Jesus. Countless 
theories are brought forth to discredit the 
accuracy of biblical stories. New discov-
eries of claimed “lost books” attempt to 

rewrite the story of the Gospels, casting 
doubt on revealed truth.

The ongoing debate between evolu-
tion and creationism as explanations for 
the origin of life keeps people arguing 
about a truth of fundamental importance 
to Christianity. Our society is designed 
to tear down rather than foster belief in 
God and the truth revealed in the gospel 
of the Kingdom of God. It is a reality of 
our daily life. Peter saw this in his day and 
sought to rally the faith and confidence  
of God’s elect.

He wrote a succinct statement that  
summarizes the love of God for all ages: 
“The Lord is not slack concerning His 
promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

Here is the real reason to study proph-
ecy and keep abreast of today’s world  
in anticipation of the world to come!

God’s patience with this world is 
remarkable and encouraging. He does not 
want anyone to suffer for sin and unrigh-
teousness. Those who preach the gospel of 
peace know they hold the message that can 
turn people’s lives around. The news of 
God’s love for all, expressed through the 
sacrifice and life of Jesus of Nazareth, can 
turn despair to joy and sorrow to hope.

Such news is the reason for the dedica-
tion of the saints through history. It is the 
reason you hold this publication in your 
hands today. Behind it is a group of people 
who want you to hear the message of the 
Kingdom and turn your life around in  
worship of the true God.

The ultimate goal of prophecy

The prophesied events of the Bible  
will come to pass. A time of world trouble 
unlike any in past history, the time of 
“great tribulation,” lies straight ahead of 
us. Christ’s triumphant return is sooner 
than many would like to consider. And all 
this will catch an unsuspecting world by 
complete surprise (2 Peter 3:10).

Peter tells us why we should watch and 
understand our world. It is not to gain 
knowledge that swells our pride and ego. 
Its purpose is not to focus only on sav-
ing our physical lives. The real reason 
we study prophecy is to learn God’s way 
and become motivated to live it better and 
share the good news.

“Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
looking for and hastening the coming 
of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, 
and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells”  
(2 Peter 3:11-13). 

We can help prepare for the coming of 
Christ by being involved in and supporting 
the efforts of preaching the gospel message, 
such as the one you are reading right now. 

Here is the ultimate reason we study 
Bible prophecy—so that it might shape  
our thinking and eventually our character 
to become like God. Because we know  
this world is passing away and a new  
one is coming, we prepare today for a 
role in that coming Kingdom. It is real to 
us and drives each day of our lives with 
passion and zeal. It is the only goal worth 
sacrificing for. 

For those who grasp that vision today 
and who pursue it diligently, there awaits  
a crown of righteousness that will not  
fade away.

Expand your mind and open your heart 
to the scriptures that reveal the reality of 
this present evil world and the coming 
events that will transform the world, usher-
ing in the glorious Kingdom of God. Join 
us in this work and let your life become  
a living sacrifice for God!  GN 

We study prophecy not to gain knowledge that swells our  
pride and ego. The real reason is to learn God’s way and become 
motivated to live it better and share the good news.
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addressing. They continue deceiving the 
masses by saying that all the intricate DNA 
information can be explained by evolutionary 
forces acting on the cell. 

Regarding whether recent discoveries 
relating to the origin of life point to the 
activity of a creative Intelligence, Professor 
Flew states: “Yes, I now think it does . . . 
almost entirely because of the DNA inves-
tigations. What I think the DNA material 
has done is that it has shown, by the almost 
unbelievable complexity of the arrange-
ments which are needed to produce [life], 
that intelligence must have been involved  
in getting these extraordinarily diverse  
elements to work together. 

“It’s the enormous complexity of the num-
ber of elements and the enormous subtlety of 
the ways they work together. The meeting of 
these two parts at the right time by chance is 
simply minute. It is all a matter of the enor-
mous complexity by which the results were 
achieved, which looked to me like the work 
of intelligence” (There Is a God, 2007, p. 75).

It’s interesting to learn what other factors 
persuaded him to accept a Creator as the 
grand designer of the universe and life. 

“I now believe that the universe was 
brought into existence by an infinite Intel-
ligence,” he affirms. “I believe that this uni-
verse’s intricate laws manifest what scientists 
have called the Mind of God. I believe that life 
and reproduction originate in a divine Source.

“Why do I believe this, given that I 
expounded and defended atheism for more 
than half a century? The short answer is this: 
this is the world picture, as I see it, that has 
emerged from modern science. Science spot-
lights three dimensions of nature that point 
to God. The first is the fact that nature obeys 
laws. The second is the dimension of life, of 

intelligently organized and purpose-driven 
beings, which arose from matter. The third  
is the very existence of nature” (pp. 88-89).

Many of these same points are covered in 
the film Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed. 
We highly recommend seeing it.

Modern trends prophesied long ago

Although the evolution/intelligent design 
controversy might appear quite modern, 
a variation of it existed at the time of the 
apostle Paul in the first century. He was 
well-acquainted with Greek thought and 
some of its philosophical schools that 
denied a Creator and believed that nature 
was sufficient to explain the creation and 
development of living things, similar to 
what Professor Flew previously believed. 

Paul’s explanation seems amazingly rel-
evant and modern. Flew touched on some 
of the same arguments, used by Paul 2,000 
years ago, that finally persuaded him to 
accept belief in an intelligent Creator. Paul’s 
arguments also reveal the moral and spiritual 
implications for many who follow the theory 
of evolution to its ultimate consequences. 

Paul’s warning to the skeptics of his day 
also applies today: “For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness, because what may 
be known of God is manifest in them, for God 
has shown it to them” (Romans 1:18-19). 

He continues: “For ever since the creation 
of the universe God’s invisible attributes—
his everlasting power and divinity—are to 
be seen and studied in his works, so that 
men have no excuse; because, although they 
learned to know God, yet they did not offer 
him as God either praise or thanksgiving. 
Their speculations about him proved futile, 
and their undiscerning minds were darkened.

“Professing to be wise, they showed them-
selves fools; and they transformed the Glory 
of the immortal God into the likeness of  
mortal man, and of birds, and beasts, and 
reptiles. Therefore God abandoned them 
to impurity [of mind, resulting in immoral 
lifestyles], letting them follow the cravings 
of their hearts, till they dishonored their own 
bodies; for they had substituted a lie for the 
truth about God, and had reverenced and wor-
shiped created things more than the Creator, 
who is to be praised for ever” (verses 20-25, 
Twentieth Century New Testament). 

So, as the Bible also says, “There is noth-
ing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9). 
Don’t let yourself be deceived by the false 
arguments of evolution. Rather, stand firm 
for an all-wise intelligent Designer and true 
biblical creationism!  GN

Recommended Reading
The debate over creation or evolu-
tion isn’t simply an intellectual or 
scientific argument. It carries huge 
implications for the questions of who 
we are, how we live, how we treat 
one another and why we are here. 
Are we the result of blind, random 
chance, or are we the children of a 
loving Creator who has an astound-
ing purpose for us? The answers are 
crucial! Download or request your free copies of Creation or 
Evolution: Does It Really Matter What You Believe? and Life’s 
Ultimate Question: Does God Exist? today!    

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request 
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

Darwin’s Theory
Continued from page 19

If you like The Good News magazine, 
you’ll love The Good News Web site at 
www.gnmagazine.org.

You’ll find past issues of The Good News, 
each packed with articles about world 
trends and events, family and social issues, 
prophecy in the news and The Good News’ 
eye-opening, in-depth perspective of the 
Bible. 

There’s much more, too. Explore our large 
library of booklets covering a wide variety 
of biblical, family and social issues and 
themes. Take a look at our publications in 
other languages—Spanish, German, Italian, 
French and Dutch (and feel free to share 
them with a friend overseas). 

Use our search tool so you can find mate-
rial on any subject you want—marriage, 
family, biblical teachings, current events, 
prophecy, you name it. Feel free to down-
load all these to your own computer so you 
can study them in depth, or request your 
own printed copies to be mailed to you.

While you’re there, be sure to take a look 
at our companion publication World News 
and Prophecy. This eye-opening newsletter  
will help you understand the news in the 
light of Bible prophecy, giving you a per-
spective you won’t find anywhere else— 
the perspective of God’s Word.

Discover a wealth of information today!

www.gnmagazine.org



30     The Good News

Ph
ot

os
: 

iS
to

ck
ph

ot
o

Read more at www.VerticalThought.org

D
oes God care whom you call 
your friends? Does He care 
how you dress, how you cut 
and dye your hair, if you paint 
your face white with black 
rings around your eyes, if you 

get yourself tattooed and pierced all over 
or if you cut your body?

Is God concerned if you feel like you 
don’t fit in or if you experience the emo-
tional pain of abuse from the immature 
craziness of a dysfunctional family?

Do you think that God cares one way or 
the other if you feed your mind with songs 
of death, depression and suicide or with 
horror films and Internet games glorifying 
evil? Does God care if you immerse your-
self in the countercultures of darkness?

The question is: Does God care about 
you at all?

The answer is: Yes, He does care on  
all counts—and cares more than you can 
fully know!

The fact is: God is about life and light—
not death and darkness.

The fact is: God has a culture, a place 
where you can fit in, a place of physical 
and emotional safety among true friends  
of high character and good cheer. You 
don’t need a dark counterculture to find 
acceptance and identity.

Defying definition

We don’t have to tell you about those 

involved in gothic or emo music, dress 
or lifestyle. You probably know some, 
and besides, in “the ever-mutating 
virus we know as American pop culture,” 
goth and emo mean different things to dif-
ferent people (Helen A.S. Popkin, “What 
Exactly Is ‘Emo,’ Anyway?” www.msnbc.
msn.com/id/11720603).

But almost everyone would agree that 
real goths and emos are disaffected with 
today’s culture.

Finding emo

In an article titled “Finding Emo,” Lau-
ren Sloat, contributing writer to Berkeley’s 
The Daily Californian, describes “an aim-

less generation of people searching for 
meaning and definition” and asks, “What is 
so fundamentally absent from our culture 
that could make premeditations on pain 
and alienation so … attractive?”

Ms. Sloat hit the nail on the head with 
that question. The answer, of course, is just 
about everything. Our Western, postmod-
ern, materialistic, valueless society is lack-
ing any semblance of giving real meaning 
to our lives. 

“Perhaps it is the impersonalization of a 
culture defined by technology that threat-
ens obscurity,” Ms. Sloat suggests. But 
it is much more than that. The shallow-
ness, unfairness and downright cruelty of 
society drive people away. Dysfunctional 
families, meaningless school and work, 
and mind-numbing entertainment doom 
our modern culture.

So subcultures like goth and emo arise 
and offer alternatives to the hated and 
hateful pop culture. Sometimes they offer 
acceptance and tolerance. Sometimes 
they offer freedom and creative expres-
sion. Sometimes they offer nothing but 
anger, anxiety and being tired of or bored 
with life.

There’s no point in making generaliza-
tions, except this one: Like every other 
culture and counterculture in human his-
tory, people cannot find what they seek in 
goth or emo subcultures either. But there is 
a revolutionary and rarely practiced culture 

that achieves what no other can.

A great light

When Jesus Christ came to a corrupt 
world, He fulfilled a prophecy recorded by 
Isaiah more than 700 years before: “The 
people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light, and upon those who sat in 
the region and shadow of death light has 
dawned” (Matthew 4:16; Isaiah 9:1-2).

Into a hopeless and meaningless world, 
Jesus Christ brought real hope and mean-
ing. Though His name is well known even 
today, His way of life has rarely been 
understood or tried. The culture He rep-
resents runs counter to all the cultures in
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When the culture is so clueless 
and corrupt, the call of counter-
cultures is great. But there’s a 
counterculture nearly everyone 

has overlooked.

by Randy Stiver
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If you like reading our articles for 
teens and young adults in The Good 

News, be sure to take a look at our com-
panion magazine, Vertical Thought, at 
www.VerticalThought.org.

This magazine is specially written 
for our younger Good News audi-
ence. Each issue is packed with help-
ful insight and eye-opening articles  
guiding today’s young people in get-
ting the most out of life—both now 
and in the future.

You’ll uncover fascinating facts, meet 
interesting people, discover what’s 
really going on behind the scenes in  
our world, get answers to your ques-
tions and find practical, down-to-earth 
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Visit VerticalThought.org today!

The Rise of the Goths and the Emos
There have always been subcultures running counter to whatever 
was the dominant culture. The late 1970s saw the eruption of the 
virulently angry punk rock scene, with spiked hair and screeching 
vocals.

In 1979 the punk band Bauhaus recorded “Bela Lugosi’s Dead”—
a song about the demise of a famous horror-film actor. “Many 
young fans latched onto this mysterious, eerie sound as inspira-
tion for the budding gothic subculture” (Alicia Porter Smith,  
“History of the Gothic Subculture,” gothicsubculture.com).

To counter the increasing violence of punk rock, a few bands in 
the late 1980s began to do more dramatic musical performances 
that became known as emotive hardcore. Fans of this variation 
were labeled “emo.” The term and style died out until the turn of 
the 21st century. Emo became one of the first cultural movements 
born (or reborn) on the Internet through social networking sites.

society. It’s truly revolutionary.
Notice how different His culture is: 

“In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shines in  
the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it” (John 1:4-5).

The cultures and countercultures of 
today don’t understand God’s way of 
life. But they will in the near future. 
Christ will soon return to earth to estab-
lish His Kingdom and government over 
all nations. Then the divine culture will 
positively dominate.

A few decades after Jesus’ life on 
earth, His true followers were viewed 
as those who “turned the world upside 
down” (Acts 17:6). The fact is, the 
world was already upside down since 
the sin of Adam and Eve. God’s cul-
ture turns it right side up. Thus it is 

revolutionary—the one true counter-
culture of light.

Join the real counterculture

So what can you do?
• First, don’t be drawn in by today’s 

cultures or countercultures. 
• Second, seek God and His way  

of life. Pray daily and read the Bible  
to discover the meaning of your life— 
a meaning and purpose you can  
passionately and positively pursue.

God deeply cares for you. He wants 
you to be part of His true culture, to find 
out who you are as one of His children. 
He wants you to feel healthy acceptance 
and safety from His people. Accepting 
God’s culture may involve making some 
changes to your style of dress, conduct 
and music to fit His high standards of 

modesty, morality and 
inspiration.

God wants you to 
be part of His group 
of like-minded, faith-
ful friends who love 
and respect each other, 
who seek to serve oth-
ers and who love Him 
above all. Can God 
count on you to be an 
active part of His ulti-
mate counterculture  
of light?  GN
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You Need to Get All the Facts!

  recent survey showed that the majority of 
Americans say they believe in God. Yet, ironically, at 
the same time most say they also believe in evolu-

tion! Clearly many people are confused or they honestly 
aren’t sure what to believe.

Such confusion is understandable. After all, our schools routinely 
steep our children’s minds with a pro-evolution, anti-creation 
viewpoint. We often see news reports that this or that fossil 
discovery “proves” evolution and shows that we are 
descended from primitive life-forms. Science books 
and textbooks are full of such speculation  
presented as dogmatic statements. 

But what is the truth? You’ll be sur-
prised to learn what many leading  
scientists say!

We’ve pre-
pared two 
booklets that 
address many of the facts 

about creation and 
evolution—facts you’ll seldom 
see discussed in the news or in scientific and educational circles. 

Life’s Ultimate Question: Does God Exist? and Creation or Evolution:  
Does It Really Matter What You Believe? examine many eye-opening  
scientific findings. You’ll find both booklets fascinating reading.
Download or request your free copies today!

Visit our Web site: www.gnmagazine.org/booklets

How Did You Get Here— 
Through Creation or Evolution?

A


